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EDUCATIONAL  NUMBER. 

Our  Annual  Educational  Number  will  be  published  next 
week,  Saturday,  September  3.  It  will  contain  full 
particulars  regarding  the  education  and  examinations  in 
Pharmacy,  Medicine,  Dentistry,  Veterinary  Surgery,  and 
Science.  Principals  and  Secretaries  of  Institutions  and 
Associations  interested  in  Educational  matters  are  requested 
to  send  particulars  of  their  arrangements  to  the  Editor  as 
early  as  possible.  Schools,  universities,  manufacturers  of 
chemical  apparatus,  publishers  of  books,  &c,  will  find 
the  forthcoming  issue  a  splendid  advertising  medium,  and 
particulars  of  rates  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the 
Publisher. 


"C.  &  D."  REPRESENTATIVE  IN  CANADA. 

Our  travelling  representative  was  in  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia, 
when  he  last  wrote,  and  would  visit  in  succession  St.  John's 
(New  Brunswick),  Quebec,  Montreal,  Ottawa,  and  Toronto. 
He  will  be  in  Canada  several  weeks  yet,  and  if  any  sub- 
scriber to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  wants  any  special 
information  it  should  bel  sent  on  to  Jus  immediately.  Our 
Commissioner ;cannot  dolprivate  business,  but  queries  that 
may  be  of  general  interestwiUbe  sent  on  to  him. 


POSTCARD  COMPETITION. 

Oue  guinea-prize  this  month  will  be  given  for  the  best  draft 
of  a  label,  composed  on  the  lines  of  the  "  Comedone-cream" 
label  on  page  35  of  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas."  Subscribers 
and  their  employes  are  eligible  to  compete ;  and  we  may  add 
as  supplementary  prizes  a  few  copies  of  the  "  Formulas," 
and  of  our  forthcoming  book  "  Diseases  and  Remedies,"  if 
we  receive  labels  worthy  of  special  commendation. 


A  man  has  been  scalded  to  death  in  a  Mitchamjlavender- 
stiil  (p.  363). 

"  Phaemaceutical  Analyst"  as  a  title  for.Major  men 
still  attractsjattention  (p.  384 

The  Arrangements  for  Sunday  closing  of  pharmacies 
at  Bordeaux  are  interesting  (p.  366). 

The  Dangers  of  Burning  Oil  and  Wax  are  once  more 
illustrated  by  fires  recorded  on  p.  363. 

Dr.  Symes  has  thanked  Belfast  for  the  way  it  received 
pharmacists  a  fortnight  since  (p.  364). 

A  Munton  PHYSICIAN  has  been  committed  for  trial  on  ;i 
charge  of  theft  from  his  principal  (p.  362). 

Mr.  Stanford  supports  the  correctness  of  our,  report 
regarding  the  price  of  thyroiodin  (p.  333). 

The  B.P.  is  further  discussed  in  our  Correspondence 
columns,  galenical  preparations  being  the  topics  (p.  383). 

"Old  Parker's  Salve"  has  been  associated  with  a 
coroner's  inquiry  regarding  the  death  of  a  child  from  lock-jaw 
(p.  363). 

The  Classification  of  Sponges  has  been  discussed  by 
the  International  Coigress  of  Zoologists  at  Cambridge  this 
week  (p.  377). 

The  General  Medical  Council  is  reported  to  be  on 
the  eve  of  greater  activity  in  putting  down  unqualified  dental 
practice  (p.  362). 

The  Apothecaries'  Society  of  Sweden  have  sent  a- 
student  to  this  country  to  observe  its  pharmaceutical 
customs  (p.  377). 

A  Herbalist  Doctor  at  Norwich  has  been  fined  under 
the  Medical  Act  one  day  and  under  the  Apothecaries'  Act 
the  next  (p.  371). 

Dr.  Behring  has  obtained  an  American  patent  for  the 
process  of  making  diphtheria  antitoxic  serum,  which  he 
described  in  1894  (p.  3i6). 

Twenty-one  Stores  in  London  have  followed  the 
Southampton  example  in  making  10§'/.  the  minimum  price 
for  a  13g(2.-box  of  Beecham's  pills  (p.  382). 

A  County  Court  Judge  recognises  the  custom  of  the 
trade  by  giving  a  chemist's  assistant  a  month's  salary,  but 
declines  to  allow  anything  for  commissions  (p.  372). 

The  Shareholders  of  the  Bandoeng  Qainine-works  in 
Java  complain  of  their  chief,  Mr.  Van  Prehn,  because  the 
planters  persist  in  selling  their  bark  as  they  like  (p.  375). 

Mr.  E.  Rider  Cook,  a  former  president  of  the  Society 
of  Chemical  Industry,  and  a  partner  in  the  well-known  soap- 
firm,  is  dead;  also  Mr.  H.  McCallum,  Ph.C,  Hong-Kong 
(p.  373). 

Our  Canadian  Commissioner  supplies  notes  on  phar- 
macy in  Prince  Edward  Island  and  Nova  Scotia,  which  show 
the  nature  of  the  business  done  there,  and  under  what 
conditions  (p.  365). 

The  Most  Interesting  Papers  to  pharmacists  read  at 
the  Sanitary  Congress  in  Dublin  were  one  by  Mr.  K.  J. 
Downes  on  poison  law  and  another  by  Professor  Tich- 
borne  on  adulteration  law  (p.  378). 

The  Drug  and  Chemical  Markets  are  quiet.  A  com- 
bination amongst  English  glycerin-makers  is  the  most 
notable  feature,  the  price  being  sliarbtly  raised,  with 
expectations  of  higher  rates  shortly  (p.  387). 

Now  is  the  Time  for  British  wholesalers  to  push  trade 
in  Canada.  Our  Commissioner  gives  facts  for  guidanca 
(pp.  366-69),  we  add  others  from  Government  sources 
(p.  374),  and  a  Halifax  chemist;  furnishes  some  practical 
advice  (p.  383). 

South  London  Gregory's  Powder  has  again  been 
found  to  have  been  made  wish  carbonate  instead  of  calcined 
magnesia.  The  Magistrate  ignored  the  defence  that  the 
magnesia  had  absorbed  the  carbonic  acid  from  the  air 
(p.  371). 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Munyon  Consultant  Charged. 

On  August  19,  James  Edward  Deane,  a  medical  practitioner, 
was  charged  at  Marlborough  Street  Police  Court  with  stealing 
6.s.  belonging  to  his  employer,  James  Munroe  Munyon,  of 
Shaftesbury  Avenue. 

Mr.  Crippen,  manager  to  Munyon's  Homoeopathic  Home 
Remedy  Company,  said  the  defendant  was  employed  by  the 
company  as  consulting  physician.  All  the  medicines  sold 
at  their  establishment  were  made  in  America,  beiDg  sent  over 
to  England  unstamped,  and  the  Government  stamp  afterwards 
added.  The  defendant  had  a  room  on  the  ground  floor, 
where  it  was  his  duty  to  see  visitors  and  prescribe  for  them, 
afterwards  obtaining,  by  means  of  a  voucher  signed  by  him 
(the  manager),  a  bottle  of  the  particular  "  cure  "  required. 
Each  bottle  sold  should  bear  a  stamp,  and  no  one  had  any 
authority  to  sell  anything  without  the  stamp.  The  defendant, 
however,  had  permission  to  keep  an  unstamped  bottle  as  an 
"  exhibit,"  so  that  patients  might  know  what  they  were  going 
to  have.  Professor  Munyon  was  now  in  America,  but  the  wit- 
ness had  received  instructions  from  him  to  prosecute.  Before 
Professor  Munyon  left  England  on  the  last  occasion,  he  (Mr. 
Crippen)  knew  that  the  Medical  Council  had  their  eyes  on 
the  company,  but  he  did  not  know  that  the  professor  had 
told  the  defendant  he  could  "  have  a  free  hand,  and  do  what 
he  could  to  keep  things  quiet."  He  had  heard  customers 
come  in  and  complain  that  the  medicine  was  a  swindle,  but 
that  did  not  happen  very  frequently.  He  had  not  known 
of  customers  receiving  extra  bottles  of  "cures"  because 
they  were  dissatisfied.  He  did  not  know  that  the  defendant 
had  instructions  to  buy  tablets  and  put  them  into  bottles, 
and  sell  tliem  as  Munyon's  "  cures."  The  cures  were  put  up 
in  4s.  and  Is.  packages,  the  former  being  stronger,  pilule  for 
pilule,  than  the  latter.  As  in  most  homoeopathic  medicines, 
there  was  a  considerable  amount  of  sugar  in  Munyon's.  He 
did  not  know  what  else  was  in  them.  He  did  on  one  occasion 
give  orders  for  the  4s.  bottles  to  be  filled  from  the  Is.  ones, 
but  that  was  due  to  a  mistake  in  the  packing,  the  4s.  kind 
having  been  put  into  the  smaller  bottles  by  mistake. 

Evidence  was  then  given  that  on  several  occasions  Deane 
had  paid  the  cashier  Is,,  and  received  a  Is  bottle.  He 
then  took  an  unstamped  4s.  bottle  from  his  drawer  or 
coat-pocket  and  handed  it  to  the  patient,  receiving  4s. 
in  payment.  At  the  adjourned  hearing  on  August  20 
Susannah  Stopper,  in  the  employ  of  Munyon,  stated 
that  she  used  to  give  prisoner  any  "cures,"  stamped 
or  unstamped,  that  he  asked  for.  She  looked  on  him 
as  a  member  of  the  firm.  She  made  no  entry  of  such 
articles.  He  had  sometimes  given  her  money  with  which  to 
get  stout  and  brandy  when  she  was  ill;  but  it  was  done 
quite  openly,  and  Mr.  Crippen,  the  manager,  used  to  do  the 
same. 

Cecil  Cummin g,  the  storekeeper,  said  that  between  June  30 
and  August  8  there  was  a  deficiency  of  46Z.  6s.  worth  of 
"  special  cures,"  but  admitted  in  cross-examination  that  it 
was  always  difficult  to  keep  stock,  and  frequent  mistakes 
were  made  in  the  goods  coming  from  America. 

Mr.  Hawke,  in  defence,  urged  that  there  was  no  case 
against  the  prisoner,  and  asked  that  he  should  be  discharged. 
Mr.  Munyon  was  in  America,  and  it  was  a  singular  fact  that 
he  had  not  come  to  this  country  to  prosecute. 

Mr.  Hannay  :  What  salary  did  the  prisoner  receive  1 

Mr.  Hawke  :  6/.  a  week,  and  he  is  charged  with  stealing  6s. 

Mr.  Hannay,  after  having  the  depositions  read  over  to  him, 
committed  the  prisoner  for  trial,  accepting  two  sureties  in 
25/.  each  as  bail. 

The  Medical  Council  and  Unqualified  Practitioners. 

The  Morning  Advertiser  states  that  the  medical  authorities 
have  resolved  to  prosecute  even  more  stringently  than  before 
their  campaign  against  the  unqualified  medical  man.  The 
General  Medical  Council  has  been  appealed  to  as  to  whether 
it  would  be  an  offence  for  a  qualified  medical  man  to  assist  in 
the  administration  of  anesthetics  by  an  unqualified  dental 


practitioner.  The  Registrar  of  the  Council  declared  that  not 
only  was  it  an  offence,  but  that  the  Dental  Committee  would 
recommend  the  Council  to  closely  investigate  every  case  of 
the  kind  reported  to  it.  This  means  that  administration 
under  such  circumstances  will  be  declared  to  be  infamous 
conduct. 

Stealing  from  a  Chemist. 

A  lad  named  Samuel  Tweedale  appeared  before  the  Roch- 
dale Borough  Magistrates  on  August  9,  charged  with  stealing 
9/.  'is.  3d.  from  Messrs.  Waller  &  Mclntyre,  chemists,  Roch- 
dale. Evidence  was  given  showing  that  prisoner  was  an 
errand-boy  in  the  employ  of  the  defendants,  and  he  had  dis- 
appeared simultaneously  with  a  cardboard  box  containing  a 
sum  of  money,  which  had  been  hidden  for  safety  by  the 
manager  of  the  shop  in  a  drawer  amongst  some  linseed-meal. 
A  local  coffee-house  keeper  deposed  that  prisoner  called  on 
the  night  of  the  theft,  and  left  some  money  for  a  Mr. 
Simpson,  who  would  call  for  it.  On  being  arrested  prisoner 
made  some  admissions,  and  eventually  the  sum  of  81.  15s. 
was  recovered,  4/.  9s.  being  found  in  prisoner's  bedroom ; 
21.  5s.  had  been  given  to  the  man  Simpson,  1/.  9s.  to  the  lad's 
mother,  and  the  balance  was  found  on  the  prisoner.  The 
Bench  adjourned  the  case  for  the  attendance  of  the  man 
Simpson  as  a  witness. 

Borrowing  from  the  Chemist. 

At  Eastbourne  Police  Court  on  August  19,  Ellen  Griffiths, 
a  servant,  was  charged  on  remand  with  stealing  a  gold 
watch,  value  4/.  4s.,  the  property  of  Mrs.  Warner.  Alfred 
Proctor,  senior  assistant  to  Messrs.  Provost  &  Cook, 
chemists,  Eastbourne,  stated  that  on  August  12,  soon  after 
9  p.m.,  when  the  shop  was  shut,  the  night-bell  was  rung  by 
the  prisoner,  who  seemed  upset  and  wanted  to  sit  down.  She 
said  she  had  just  left  a  situation  in  Eastbourne  owing  to  the 
work.  She  had  been  there  about  three  weeks,  and  she  did 
not  ask  for  wages  as  she  was  leaving  suddenly.  She  had 
only  enough  money  to  take  her  to  the  railway  station.  She 
said  her  father  would  be  sure  to  send  her  some  money  in  the 
morning,  and  all  she  wanted  was  sufficient  to  pay  for  a  night's 
lodging  and  to  get  her  breakfast  in  the  morning.  She  asked 
for  the  loan  of  10s.,  and  under  the  circumstances  witness  lent 
it.  She  left  with  him  the  watch  produced,  as  security,  say- 
ing it  was  one  her  father  gave  her  on  her  birthday.  She 
promised  to  redeem  it  in  the  morning.  She  was  a  little  ex- 
cited, but  perfectly  sober.  She  did  not  return  for  the  watch, 
and  witness  afterwards  handed  it  to  the  police.  Evidence 
having  been  given  as  to  the  theft  of  the  watch  by  prisoner, 
the  latter  elected  to  be  dealt  with  summarily,  and  said 
although  she  was  guilty,  she  did  not  remember  stealing  the 
watch.  She  was  sent  to  gaol  for  a  month.  The  sum  of 
9.s.  IQd.  which  was  found  on  her  was  handed  to  Mr. 
Proctor. 

A  Methylated-spirit  Tippler. 
At  North  London  Police  Court,  on  August  23,  Thomas 
Mills,  cabinetmaker,  with  no  home,  was  charged  with 
drunkenness.  The  man,  it  was  stated,  frequently  bought 
considerable  quantities  of  methylated  spirit,  on  which  he 
would  soon  get  intoxicated.  A  bottle  of  the  spirit  was  found 
in  his  possession,  and  he  admitted  that  he  had  got  drunk 
on  it  The  gaoler  said  that  the  man  was  charged  in  June. 
He  then  admitted  that  he  drank  methylated  spirit,  and  a 
bottle  of  the  spirit  was  found  on  him.  He  was  sent  to  gaol 
for  ten  days. 

A  Case  of  Hypnotism. 
At  Darlington  Police  Court,  on  August  16,  Andrew  Holden, 
described  as  a  chemist  and  druggist,  but  whose  name  does 
not  appear  on  the  register,  was  charged  with  leaving  a  train 
whilst  in  motion.  Holden  booked  from  Edinburgh  to  London 
by  the  Scotch  express,  and  whilst  the  train  was  travelling 
at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  miles  an  hour  he  opened  the  door 
and  leapt  out.  He  was  uninjured,  save  for  a  few  scratches 
on  the  nose.  On  being  charged  and  asked  to  plead,  accused 
said  that  he  did  not  think  he  was  a  free  agent,  as  he  was  a 
victim  to  hypnotism,  but,  under  the  circumstances,  he  would 
plead  guilty.  He  was  remanded  in  custody  in  order  that  his 
brother,  who  lives  in  London,  might  be  communicated  with. 

Fatal  Curiosity. 
At  the  works  of  Messrs.  Sadler  &  Co.,  chemical-manufac- 
turers, Middlesborough,  on  August  16,  a  workman  named 
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Gent  was  directed  to  throw  some  materials  into  a  tank  con- 
taining spirits  of  salt.  There  was  a  hole  18  inches  square  in 
the  top  of  the  tank,  through  which  the  materials  were 
thrown,  and  Gent  put  his  head  into  the  hole  to  watch  the 
effect.  He  was  overcome  by  the  fumes  and  suffocated.  At 
the  inquest  it  was  stated  that  it  was  no  part  of  the  workman's 
duty  to  look  into  the  tank,  and  the  deceased  must  have 
done  so  out  of  curiosity.  A  verdict  of  accidental  death  was 
returned. 

Scalded  in  a  Lavender-still. 

At  inquest  was  held  on  August  23  at  Croydon  touching 
the  death  of  Michael  Donovan,  aged  40,  who,  on  the  previous 
day,  while  at  work  at  Messrs.  Matthews  Brothers'  mint  and 
lavender  distillery,  Bute  Road,  Wallington,  was  scalded  to 
death.  In  the  loft  in  which  Donovan  was  working  there 
was  a  copper,  2  feet  6  inches  in  diameter  and  5  feet  deep, 
let  into  the  floor,  and  the  deceased,  in  reaching  across  to 
get  a  broom,  slipped  on  a  piece  of  wet  mint  and  fell  in.  A 
man  who  saw  the  accident  could  not  get  him  out  on  account 
of  his  weight.    A  verdict  of  accidental  death  was  returned. 

The  Instincts  of  her  Sex. 

On  August  17,  as  two  cows  were  being  driven  along  Regent 
Street,  Weston-super-Mare,  one  of  the  animals  suddenly 
wheeled  and  trotted  briskly  into  the  establishment  of  Mr. 
Lewis  Wing,  pharmaceutical  chemist.  After  a  prolonged 
survey  of  herself  as  reflected  in  a  large  mirror,  she  departed 
as  suddenly  as  she  came,  without  doing  the  slightest  injury 
to  the  shop-contents. 

Various  Poisonings. 

The  suicide  of  John  Shepherd  Ray,  miller,  of  Maxwell, 
formed  the  subject  of  an  inquest  on  August  19.  Ray,  who 
was  53  years  of  age,  had  lately  been  depressed  by  family 
troubles.  He  swallowed  some  weed-killer,  and  died  two  hours 
afterwards.  The  verdict  "  was  suicide  while  temporarily 
insane." 

The  risks  of  homoeopathic  treatment  were  suggested  at  an 
inquest  held  at  Tunbridge  Wells  on  August  18  on  a  man 
named  Cecil  Vivian  Donati,  aged  31.  The  deceased  had 
been  treated  by  Dr.  Pincott,  a  homoeopath,  and  Dr.  Hay 
Forbes,  who  was  called  to  deceased  on  his  death,  stated  that 
the  symptoms  were  characteristic  of  aconite-poisoning.  He 
added  that  he  had  since  received  from  Dr.  Pincott  an 
envelope  on  which  was  written  the  word  "  Aconite."  The 
writing  appeared  to  be  that  of  a  man  in  great  pain,  and  the 
envelope  was  taken  to  Dr.  Pincott  by  a  messenger.  Dr. 
Pincott  went  to  see  the  deceased  in  June  last  on  receiving 
the  envelope,  and  being  a  homoeopath  he  would  prescribe 
aconite  in  a  different  form,  and  in  a  very  minute  dose.  It 
was  possible  that  the  deceased  might  obtain  aconite  to  allay 
pain,  thinking  it  was  the  same  he  had  taken  homoeopathicaliy. 
The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  death  from  aconite-poisoning, 
adding  that  there  was  no  evidence  to  show  how  the  deceased 
became  possessed  of  the  aconite. 

It  is  important  that  entries  in  the  poison-book  should  be 
made  in  strict  accordance  with  the  Act.  At  an  inquest 
held  at  Preston  on  August  17  it  appeared  that  John  Dunder- 
clale  poisoned  himself  by  taking  cyanide  of  potassium,  which 
he  obtained  at  the  shop  of  Mr.  Sharpies,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Fishergate,  on  the  representation  that  he  wanted 
it  for  photographic  purposes.  Mr.  Jackson,  manager  to  Mr. 
Sharpies,  said  deceased  had  been  a  regular  customer,  and  he 
produced  the  poison-book.  The  Coroner  examined  this,  and 
pointed  out  that  there  was  no  entry  of  the  purpose  for  which 
the  cyanide  was  required.  He  advised  the  witness  to  be 
more  careful  in  the  future. 

Fires. 

On  August  20  a  fire  broke  out  in  a  shed  used  as  an  oil- 
store,  part  of  the  premises  of  Mr.  C.  Bayley,  chemist, 
Victoria  Road  Aston,  Birmingham.  One  barrel  burst,  and 
the  burning  oil  ran  over  the  floor,  which  considerably  ham- 
pered the  operations  of  the  fire-brigade.  The  flames  were 
overcome  in  about  forty  minutes,  after  considerable  damage 
was  done.  The  shop  itself  escaped  uninjured,  but  the  con- 
tents of  one  of  the  back  rooms  were  destroyed. 

A  fire  occurred  on  August  19  at  the  oil-refinery  of  Messrs. 
Colledge,  Roy  &  Co.,  Chase  Street,  Red  Bank,  Manchester. 


The  building  and  an  adjacent  wooden  erection  were  in  a 
blaze  before  the  fire-brigade  appeared  on  the  scene,  and  it 
looked  as  if  a  destructive  conflagration  would  be  the  result. 
The  supply  of  water  was  fortunately  abundant,  and  the  flames 
were  subdued  within  an  hour. 

On  August  20  fire  broke  out  on  the  premises  of  Mr.  W. 
Hutchinson,  chemical-manufacturer,  Bolton.  Two  valuable 
horses  were  burned  to  death,  and  the  damage,  which  is 
covered  by  insurance,  is  estimated  at  between  100/.  and 
200/.    The  origin  of  the  fire  is  unknown. 

The  premises  of  Mr.  T.  B.  Blow,  beeswax-manufacturer, 
Welwyn,  were  on  August  18  totally  destroyed  by  fire.  The 
fire  broke  out  in  the  wax-melting  department.  A  number  of 
tubs  of  beeswax  were  ignited,  and  the  molten  wax  ran  in  a 
burning  stream  into  the  other  buildings,  causing  the  fire  to 
spread  with  much  rapidity. 

A  Coroner  on  Home-made  Ointments. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Woonton  Almsley,  on  August  19, 
relative  to  the  death  of  Clara  Dykes,  aged  5,  who  died  from 
lockjaw.  The  mother,  in  her  evidence,  stated  that  the  child 
had  cut  her  thumb  slightly,  and  after  bathing  the  wound 
with  cold  water  she  (the  mother)  put  some  cobwebs  on  it. 
The  next  day  she  bought  some  of  "  Old  Parker's  salve  "  at 
the  village  shop.  She  dressed  the  wound  once  a  day  with 
the  salve,  and  it  seemed  to  heal,  but  the  child  complained 
that  her  teeth  hurt  her  tongue.  In  consequence  she  sent  for 
Dr.  Wallace,  but  deceased  died  of  lockjaw.  The  Coroner 
(Mr.  Moore)  :  Do  you  know  the  ingredients  which  are  used 
in  the  salve  ?  Witness :  No  ;  only  I  think  there  is  some 
beeswax  in  it.  Jane  Lewis,  the  vendor  of  the  salve,  stated 
that  it  had  been  sold  in  the  district  for  over  thirty  years. 
She  bought  it  from  a  Mrs.  Jackson,  of  Kenilworth,  who  made 
it,  but  she  did  not  know  how  it  was  made.  The  Coroner  : 
Do  you  give  any  instructions  as  to  the  use  of  it  1  Witness  : 
She  gives  me  no  directions.  I  buy  it  by  the  pound,  and  keep 
it  in  a  box.  The  Coroner,  in  his  summing  up,  said  his 
reason  for  holding  the  inquest  was  to  publicly  call  attention 
to  the  sale  of  quack  and  home-made  ointments  by  people 
who  had  no  knowledge  of  their  properties.  The  salve  used 
in  this  case  was  made  by  a  woman  who  had  some  local 
reputation,  and  was  sold  wholesale  to  Miss  Lewis  without 
any  instruction  as  to  how  it  was  to  be  used  or  kept,  and  she 
freely  recommended  its  use  for  all  wounds  without  having  the 
slightest  knowledge  as  to  whether  it  was  advantageous  or 
not.  In  the  present  case  the  salve  undoubtedly  aggravated 
the  cut  by  preventing  the  wound  freely  discharging.  He 
hoped  that  Miss  Lewis  and  others  who  sold  these  sort  of 
remedies  would  not  continue  to  do  so,  as  these  should  only 
be  sold  by  a  chemist  or  doctor,  who  knew  their  properties 
and  medicinal  value. 

Boracic  Acid  as  a  Preservative. 
Birmingham  grocers  are  greatly  perturbed  concerning  the 
action  of  the  city  health  authorities  in  instituting  prosecu- 
tions against  tradesmen  for  using  boracic  acid  as  a  food- 
preservative.  A  deputation  recently  made  an  unsuccessful 
effort  to  extract  a  pledge  from  the  Health  Committee  that 
no  proceedings  would  be  taken  until  a  definite  standard  had 
been  fixed  upon  by  the  Local  Government  Board.  The 
matter  was  discussed  at  considerable  length  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Grocers'  Association  on  August  22,  when  a  resolution 
was  passed  expressing  the  opinion  that  corporations  and 
local  bodies  should  not  take  action  until  it  was  definitely 
settled  whether  boracic  acid  might  be  used  or  not.  The 
members  of  Parliament  for  the  district  are  to  be  asked  to 
impress  upon  the  Government  the  urgent  necessity  of  setting 
up  a  national  limit  of  the  percentage  of  boracic  acid  to  be 
used  by  trades  in  the  preservation  of  foods. 

Penny  Syphons. 

The  Jersey  mineral-water  makers  are  subjected  to  special 
competition  just  now,  for  a  local  French  firm  of  cordial- 
makers,  Messrs.  J.  E.  Chadee  &  Co.  (Charing  Cross),  are 
supplying  table-waters  in  syphons  at  the  low  retail  rate  of 
Is.  per  dozen,  or  half  the  current  Jersey  price. 

Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.'s  New  Factory. 

The  Dartford  Urban  District  Council  had  before  them  on 
August  19  the  letter  which  Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  & 
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Co.  had  written  to  the  local  press  in  reference  to  their  new 
works,  as  quoted  in  the  last  issue  of  the  C.  $  D.  The 
Buildings  Committee  reported  that  they  had  no  reason  to 
suppose  that  any  part  of  the  work  referred  to  had  been  con- 
structed otherwise  than  so  as  to  ensure  the  greatest  stability 
and  security ;  but  the  surveyor  states  that  fully  two-thirds  of 
it  was  covered  at  the  time  of  his  inspection,  and  they  re- 
commended that  the  firm  be  informed  that,  while  the  Council 
had  no  desire  to  hamper  local  industries,  persons  who  elected 
to  proceed  with  (he  erection  of  buildings  before  the  approval 
of  the  Council  had  been  obtained  do  io  at  their  own  risk. 
No  definite  action  appears  to  have  been  taken. 

jBL6lv  Licensing  Applications. 

At  East  Gi instead  Sessions  Mr.  W.  H.  Dixcn.  chemist, 
applied  for  a  retail  wine-and-spirit  licence  for  his  London 
Road  shop.  He  said  he  had  a  wiue-and- spirit  licence  for  his 
High  Street  shop.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Steer,  who  opposed  the 
implication,  Mr.  Dixon  said  he  place  1  the  notice  of  his  in- 
tention to  apply  for  the  licence  first  on  the  outside  of  his 
shop-door,  then,  as  it  was  taken  off  when  placed  there,  he 
put  it  inside  the  plate-glass  window.  His  lease  did  not 
prohibit  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  on  those  premises. 
Mr.  Steer  said  his  impression  was  that  it  did,  and  if  the 
licence  were  granted  it  would  only  lead  to  litigation.  There 
was  in  the  town  at  the  present  time  a  chemist's  shop  where 
they  could  make  their  purchases  without  having  intoxicants 
t'irust  upon  them,  and  he  hoped  it  would  remain  so.  A 
licence  of  this  kind  gave  inducement  to  women  who  would 
not  otherwise  buy  intoxicating  liquors  to  get  drink,  and  in 
support  of  bis  objection  he  produced  a  petition  from  the 
1  O.G.T.,  of  which  he  was  the  district  chief  templar.  The 
Bench  granted  the  application,  the  Chairman  remarking  that 
there  were  four  grounds  upon  which  the  licence  might  have 
been  refused,  but  none  of  them  seemed  to  apply  to  the  pre- 
sent case.  Mr.  Ravenshaw,  another  magistrate,  added  that 
if  they  could  have  refused  it  they  would  have  been  glad  to 
do  so,  as  they  considered  it  altogether  unnecessary.  They 
granted  it  with  regret. 

At  Newton  Abbott  Licensing  Session?,  on  August  23,  Mr. 
Cornelius,  a  retired  chemist  and  druggist,  of  22  Fore  Street. 
"West  Teignmouth,  applied  for  a  beer-and-cider  licence  for 
his  premises.  He  stated  that  he  had,  since  1871,  been  in 
business  as  a  chemist,  druggist,  and  dental-surgeon  in 
Teignmouth,  but  bad  given  up  his  practice.  He  was  the 
owner  of  the  premises  in  question,  and  only  wanted  to  sell 
bottled  beer.  It  appeared,  however,  that  he  was  not  the 
resident  occupier  of  the  house  for  which  the  licence  was 
wanted,  and  on  this  ground  the  Magistrates  refused  the 
licence. 

itic  Exeter  Magistrates,  on  August  23,  granted  to  Mr.  E. 
Lemmon,  chemist,  47  High  Street,  a  renewal  of  his  wine-and- 
spir  it  licence. 

Cricket. 

Davy  Hill's  C.C.  v.  Bolland  C.C.—  Played  at  Brockley  on 
Angmt  13.  Scores:  Bolland,  64;  Davy  Hill's,  101  lor  7 
wickets.  The  best  scores  were  T.  Sibley  (31)  for  the  winners, 
and  II.  Gray  (29)  for  Bolland. 

Burgoyne  Burbidges'  C.C.  played  the  Kepler  Cricket  Club 
on  Saturday,  August  20,  at  Wad  ham  Lodge.  The  scores 
were:  Burgovnes,  69  (Burghes,  36  not  out);  Kepler,  46 
(Tapp,  26).  " 

Bees  in  a  Pharmacy. 

On  August  18  an  extraordinary  scene  wai  witnessed  at 
the  establishment  of  Messrs.  Whimprey  &  Tebbit,  chemists, 
Market  Street,  Lancaster.  Shortly  after  one  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  of  that  day  an  unusual  number  of  bees  were  ob- 
served buzzing  inside  the  shop.  The  visitors  increased  in 
such  numbers  as  eventually  to  drive  those  in  charge  of  the 
establishment  into  the  street,  and  a  local  apiarian,  whose 
services  were  requisitioned,  found  himself  unable  to  dispose 
of  the  swarm.  Eventually  the  visitors  were  got  rid  of  by 
2)'acing  saucers  containing  strong  ammonia,  and  others  con- 
taining fly-papers,  here  and  therein  the  shop.  It  was  then 
discovered  that  the  bees  had  been  attracted  by  a  quantity  of 
honey  which  had  beeti  on  view. 

Early -closing. 

Before  the  close  of  the  Parliamentary  Session  Sir  J>  hn 
Lubbock  succeeded  in  obtaining  the   signatures  of  194 


members  of  Parliament  to  a  memorial  to  the  Home  Secre- 
tary, urging  him,  in  view  of  the  excessively  long  hours  of 
labour  in  shops,  to  support  the  Shops  Early-closing  Bill,  or 
some  other  measure  on  similar  lines,  which  would  remedy 
the  evil. 


3nsb  1Rew0. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  neivs  interesting 
to  tke  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


The  Conference. 

In  reporting  on  the  visit  to  the  tobacco-factory  of  Gallaher 
(Limited),  14,000  lbs.  to  16,000  lbs.  was  given  as  the  contents 
of  a  hogshead,  instead  of  1,400  lbs.  to  1600  lbs.  On  the 
same  day  visits  were  also  paid  by  Conference  members  to 
Messrs.  Harland  &  Wolff's  shipbuilding-yard  on  Queen's 
Island  and  to  the  Belfast  Ropeworks,  both  amongst  the 
large-t  establishments  of  their  kind  in  the  world.  During 
the  week  the  pharmacy  of  Messrs.  Grattan  &  Co.  (Limited), 
Corn  Market,  was  visited  by  many  pharmacists,  who  were 
shown  the  details  of  the  exceedingly  methodical  arrange- 
ments under  which  the  pharmacy  is  conducted.  Dr.  Symes, 
in  a  course  of  a  letter  to  the  Belfast  paper,  says  : — 

In  and  out  of  my  official  capacity  I  have  talked  over  the  matter 
with  a  large  number  of  the  visitors,  and  all  have  declared  the 
meeting  to  have  been  a  great  success — in  fact,  another  record  one. 

That  this  was  largely  due  to  local  effort  Personally,  I 

wish  to  add  my  acknowledgments  to  the  public  press  generally, 
and  particularly  to  that  of  Belfast,  for  the  way  in  which  it  recog- 
nised the  broad  principle  that  although  the  Conference  dealt 
with  matters  relating  to  the  profession  of  pharmacy,  its  work  was 
of  public  interest,  and  tended  to  ttie  welfare  of  the  community  at 
large.  Adding  to  this  the  charming  weather,  the  delightful 
scenery,  the  extensive  and  interesting  manufactures  with  which 
we  were  made  familiar,  and  the  excellent  hotel  accommodation 
at  a  most  moderate  tariff,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  the  indi- 
vidual who  did  not  leave  Belfast  with  the  most  pleasant  recollec- 
tions of  his  or  her  visit. 

Blaeli  and  White  of  last  week  contained  a  reproduction 
of  the  photograph  taken  at  Garron  Tower  on  August  11. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Ulster  executive  committee  of  the 
British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  held  on  Tuesday  (Mr. 
Payne,  J  P.,  President  of  Conference  for  the  present  year,  in 
the  chair),  resolutions  were  passed  thanking  the  Lord  Mayor 
and  Lady  Mayoress,  the  President  of  Queen's  College,  and 
several  local  firms  for  their  kindness  in  assisting  the  com- 
mittee to  entertain  the  delegates  and  facilitate  the  business 
of  the  recent  Conference. 

Qualified  Now. 

On  Friday  last,  at  Dublin,  the  diploma  of  the  Apothe- 
caries' Hall  of  Ireland  was  conferred  honoris  causa,  upon 
Messrs.  W.  R.  Smith,  President  of  the  Institute  of  Hygiene, 
London;  Matthew  Hay,  Professor  of  Medical  Jurisprudence, 
Aberdeen;  and  Alexander  Crum  Brown,  Professor  of 
Chemistry,  Edinburgh.    The  function  was  largely  attended. 

The  "  Boy-doctcr  " 

at  Kanturk  continues  to  draw  large  crowds  of  patients,  and 
his  cures  are  stated  to  be  numerous.  The  lad  has  esta- 
blished his  healing-depot  in  an  old  disused  barn,  where  he 
receives  the  halt,  the  lame,  and  the  blind  from  6  to  9  A.M. 
daily,  these  early  hours  being  adopted  owing  to  the  pecu- 
liar virtue  of  the  "cure"  while  fasting.  The  boy's  father 
acts  as  doorkeeper  and  keeps  order  generally. 

The  Chemist's  Horse. 

At  the  Dublin  Police  Court  last  week,  Mr.  Thomas  J. 
English,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  17  Rathgar  Road,  was 
charged  with  negligence  in  the  management  of  a  horse  and 
trap,  whereby  George  Bennett,  Charleston  Avenue,  was  in- 
jured. Mr.  English  said  the  occurrence  was  purely  accidental. 
He  was  driving  a  young  horse  through  Palmerston  Road 
when  a  buckle  broke.  He  told  his  grcom  to  jump  off  and  the 
horse  bolted.  He  saw  Mr.  Bennett  and  shouted  to  him  to  get 
out  of  the  way,  but  instead  of  doing  so  Bennett  str  uck  the 
horse  on  the  head  with  a  stick.    The  blow  stopped  the 
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animal,  but  the  wheel  of  the  trap  struck  Mr.  Bennett,  who 
had  been  paralysed  for  some  time,  and  knocked  him  down. 
Dr.  Clendening,  under  whose  care  the  injured  man  was  at 
present,  had  informed  him  that  the  injuries  consisted  merely 
of  abrasions  on  the  chin,  the  back,  and  the  right  leg.  The 
case  was  remanded  for  the  attendance  of  Dr.  Clendening,  and 
Mr.  English  wa9  admitted  to  bail  on  his  own  recognisances. 

From  Constable  to  Chirurgeon. 
Constable  Sherry,  of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary, 
stationed  in  Belfast,  has  relinquished  the  life  of  a  policeman 
for  that  of  a  physician,  having  graduated  at  the  Queen's 
College  as  a  medical  doctor.  A  second  constable  in  the 
same  district,  named  Bradley,  has  already  passed  his  semi- 
Irinal  examination  in  medicine. 

Croslield  v.  Gritton. 

In  the  Dublin  Police  Courts  last  week,  Messrs.  Crosfield  k 
Co.,  soapmakers,  Warrington,  brought  a.ction  against  Mr.  VV. 
H.  Gritton,  their  late  Dublin  agenc,  to  recover  possession  of 
their  branch-premises  situate  in  Talbot  Street,  Dublin.  The 
question  of  the  Magistrates'  jurisdiction  in  the  matter  arose, 
and  the  ca'.e  was  adjourned.  Subsequently  the  plaintiffs 
stated  they  would  not  proceed,  and  the  summons  was 
.accordingly  struck  out. 

Chloral  for  Salts. 

At  Dublin,  on  August  22,  an  inquest  was  held  on  the  body 
of  a  young  lady  named  Eliza  Kent,  of  Kathmines,  who,  on  a 
day  or  two  previously,  had  taken  an  overdose  of  chloral 
hydrate  in  mistake  for  salts.  A  verdict  of  death  by  mis- 
adventure was  returned. 

The  Gas-bracket  Thefts. 

At  the  Dublin  Police  Court,  on  August  20,  the  man  Denis 
McCarthy,  who,  as  reported  in  last  week's  issue,  was  charged 
with  stealing  from  the  house  of  Dr.  Merrin,  M.C.P.S.I.,  gas- 
ibrackets  and  lead  to  the  value  of  31.,  was  brought  up  on 
remand.  From  the  evidence  it  appeared  that  the  prisoner 
gained  an  entrance  to  the  house,  which  is  undergoing  repair, 
toy  stating  that  he  was  an  emploje  of  the  painting  con- 
tractor. John  Doyle,  a  dealer  in  old  metals,  was  charged 
at  the  same  time  with  having  received  the  articles,  knowing 
them  to  have  been  stolen.  Both  pleaded  guilty,  and  were 
each  sentenced  to  six  weeks'  imprisonment  with  hard  labour. 

Health-exhibition  Exhibits. 

The  Health  Exhibition,  which  opened  on  August  18  at 
•the  Royal  University,  Dublin,  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  Health 
Congress,  has  been  well  taken  advantage  of  by  the  drug  and 
chemical  trade  for  the  display  of  their  goods.  Messrs.  Hayes, 
Conyngham  &  Robinson  (Limited)  have  a  striking  display  of 
their  pharmaceutical  specialities,  including  their  coca-wine, 
Alkano  meat  and  malt  wine,  effervescent  preparations  ot 
caffeine,  lithia,  salicylate  of  soda,  sulphate  of  soda,  &c,  and 
a  large  variety  of  the  new  B.P.  extracts.  Erin's  violet,  the 
firm's  new  perfume,  is  also  well  in  evidence.  Messrs.  Guin- 
ness &  Co.  demonstrate  to  visitors  the  uses  of  liquid  and  solid 
CO.,.  Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd  (Limited)  show  a  choice  stock 
of  drug-sundries.  Jeyes'  Sanitary  Compounds  Company 
.(Limited)  exhibit  specimens  of  their  non-poisonous  disin- 
fecting-fluid,  sanitary-powder,  sheep-dip,  and  ointment  for 
man  and  beast.  The  Sanitas  Company  (Limited)  are  well 
■  to  the  fore  with  a  display  of  disinfectants,  disinfecting- 
appliances,  and  sanitary-literature.  The  Coal  Tar  Disin- 
fectants Company  have  also  on  view  a  variety  of  sanitary- 
appliances  and  disinfectants.  Cantrell  &  Cochrane,  mineral- 
water  manufacturers,  show  all  classes  of  aerated  beverages. 
The  exhibition  will  remain  open  until  August  27. 


Scotch  flews. 


Fire  at  Chemical-works. 

Fire  broke  out  on  August  14,  in  a  two-storey  building 
belonging  to  the  chemical-works  of  Messrs.  Turnbull  &  Co., 
Kenton.  This  building,  which  is  separated  from  the  main 
part  of  the  works,  contains  a  charcoal-mill,  and  it  is  suppo  ed 
that  some  of  the  charcoal  had  become  ignited.  The  charcoal- 


premises  and  the  laboratory  (connected  by  a  wooden  gang- 
way) were  gutted,  damage  to  the  amount  of  several  hundreds 
of  pounds  being  done. 

New  Aerated-water  Factory. 

Mr.  George  Lunan,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Queensferry 
Street,  Edinburgh,  has  recently  laid  down  plant  for  the 
manufacture  of  aerated  waters.  The  machinery,  which  has 
been  supplied  by  Messrs.  Bratby  &  Hinchliffe,  of  Man- 
chester, is  driven  by  an  electric  motor,  and  the  factory  is 
lighted  by  electricity  throughout. 


f  tench  IRcvvs. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


The  New  Pharmacy  Law.— Since  the  failure  of  the 
anti-cutting  scheme  in  France,  a  movement  has  been  set  ou 
foot  in  the  provinces  for  the  purpose  of  calling  a  Congress 
to  discuss  the  new  pharmacy  law.  The  object  seems  lo  be 
to  try  to  get  a  vote  in  favour  of  the  total  suppression  of 
patent  medicines.  This  energetic  proposal  comes  from  the 
South,  where  the  opposition  to  specialities  has  for  jears 
been  both  energetic  and  systematic. 

Pharmacy  in  Corsica. — The  Syndicate  of  Pharmacists 
in  Corsica  are  endeavouring  to  establish  a  tariff  for  that 
island  which,  "  while  respecting  the  interests  of  the  popula- 
tion," will  leave  them  a  reasonable  profit.  They  have  al.-o 
decided  to  ''encourage  the  creation  of  co-operative  pharma- 
ceutical societies,  for  the  purpose  of  eliminating  parasite 
professions  and  enabling  the  pharmacists  to  get  the  beneS- 
of  the  profits,  at  present  realised  at  their  expense  by  intert 
mediaries  and  capitalists,  such  as  patent-medicine  manufac- 
turers, druggists,  and  manufacturers  who  are  not  pharma- 
cists." 

The  Pasteur  Monument  for  Paris. — The  well-known 
sculptor,  Falguiere,  has  finished  his  model.  The  great 
chemist  is  shown  sitting,  and  clad  in  antique  attire.  Near 
him  is  a  young  woman  showing  her  healed  daughter,  while 
Death,  cheated  of  its  prey,  draws  back.  It  is  likely  to 
prove  a  good  group  in  bronze,  and  will  probably  be  a 
popular  success.  There  are  also  a  number  of  icliefs  recalling 
the  antirabic  discoveries,  amongst  them  a  peasant  leaning 
on  an  ox  saved  from  chnrbon,  a  brewer  making  beer,  and 
vine-growers  picking  grapps,  while  a  shepherd  is  depicted 
I  caressing  a  dog  cured  of  rabies. 

Doctors  of  Pharmacy  As  might  be  expected,  the 

decision  taken  by  the  Council  of  the  University  of  Paris  to 
create  a  degree  of  Doctor  of  Pharmacy  has  given  rise  to  a 
good  deal  of  criticism  on  Ihs  part  of  the  medical  profession. 
Dr.  B.  Renault,  professor  at  the  Lyons  Faculty  of  Medicine, 
says:  "The  Paiis  School  of  Pharmacy  thus  gives  to  its 
pupils  a  simple  means  of  obtaining  this  title  of  '  doctor,'  so 
much  envied  by  the  pharmacien,  whose  e/liciue  is  provided 
with  the  little  side  parlour  which  we  all  know.  The  man- 
darin's button  is  henceforth  secured  for  the  doctor,  who  also 
retains  his  weights  and  scales.  When  the  title  has  no  longer 
a  precise  signification  or  medical  value,  those  of  our  col- 
leagues who  retain  their  self-respect  will  abandon  it,  and 
there  will  be  no  other  doctors  than  the  pharmacists  and 
charlatans.  This  is,  in  point  of  fact,  the  solution  we  ought 
to  hope  for  as  a  means  of  safeguarding  our  honour,  our  pro- 
fessional dignity,  and  the  public  health,  of  which  the  new 
universities  seem  to  take  no  account." 

A  New  Professor. — M.  Henri  Beauregard,  the  newly- 
elecied  professor  of  cryptogamy  at  the  Paris  School  of 
Pharmacy,  is  a  native  of  Havre.  He  possesses  diplomas  of 
M.D.,  Sc.D.,  and  first-class  pharmacist,  and  was  admitted  at 
the  Paris  School  as  assistant  professor  (agrege)  in  1879.  a 
post  which  he  held  until  1894.  During  this  time  he  pub- 
lished his  "Practical  Guide  to  Micrographic  Work,"  which 
has  become  a  standard  work  on  the  subject.  In  1892  he 
temporarily  replaced  the  former  professor  of  botanical  cryp- 
togamy, M.  Marchand,  during  the  illness  of  the  latter.  This 
turned  his  attention  specially  to  this  science,  and  he  Iirs 
recently  published  a  series  of  notes  on  amburgris  and  the 
cuiious  microbe   (a  near  re'ation  of  the  cholera-bacillus) 
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found  therein,  and  christened  by  him  Spirillum  recti 
jilti/Seteris.  Besides  this  work  (which  led  to  his  election  to 
the  vacant  chair)  M.  Beauregard  has  studied  comparative 
anatomy  at  the  Paris  Museum  (where  he  was  assistant). 
Here  the  sperm  whale  also  claimed  his  attention  ;  his  "  Re- 
searches on  thf- Cachalot  "  (in  collaboration  with  Professor 
Pouchet)  were  published  in  the  museum  archives,  and  he 
•wrote  a  volume  of  900  pages  on  the  vesicant  insects  found 
on  the  larger  cetacea. 

Sunday  Closing  of  Pharmacies  at  Bordeaux  commenced 
this  week,  and  will  continue  until  October  2.  It  is  merely 
nominal  closing,  however,  beginning  as  it  does  at  midday, 
and  twenty-six  pharmacies  in  the  town  remain  open  all  day. 
It  is,  nevertheless,  much  appreciated  by  employers  and 
assistants  alike.  The  local  newspapers  will  publish  weekly 
a  list  of  the  offloines  open,  while  each  one  that  closes  will 
bear  a  notice  outside  indicating  the  nearest  pharmacy  where 
medicines  can  be  obtained.  This  is  the  sixth  summer  that 
a  similar  arrangement  has  been  adopted  in  the  wine  city. 
At  Marseilles,  however,  the  other  Sunday  night  the  dominical 
rest  gave  rise  to  an  unfortunate  incident.  A  young  Italian 
received  a  mortal  wound  in  a  quarrel  in  one  of  the  working 
quarters  of  the  town,  and,  following  the  usual  French  im- 
pulse, his  friends  conveyed  him  to  the  nearest  pharmacy. 
It  was  closed,  the  proprietor  having  gone  to  the  country  for 
the  day.  Another  chemist's  was  tried,  but  that  was  also 
closed,  and  then  the  young  man  expired  with  a  closed  door 
between  him  and  what  was  at  least  succour,  and  might  have 
been  life.  Of  course  the  Marseilles  pharmacists  were  not  to 
blame ;  there  is  no  law  which  obliges  them  to  keep  open  shop 
on  a  Sunday  night  to  dress  the  wounds  of  turbulent  Italians, 
and  they  can  decline  to  do  so  even  if  requistioned  by  the 
police.  But,  in  the  case  in  question,  the  Marseilles  phar- 
macists would  have  set  the  public  mind  at  rest  if  they  had 
followed  the  Bordeaux  practice  of  announcing  the  open  phar- 
macies. An  agitation  has  been  started  to  bring  this  about, 
and  even  to  obtain  an  all-night  pharmacy  in  each  district  of 
the  town.  This  was  done  during  the  cholera-scare  several 
years  ago,  and  appears  to  have  given  satisfaction. 


Business  Cfaaiujcs. 


Notices  of  changes  in  the  retail  trade,  and  opening  of  new 
businesses,  are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge,  if 
properly  authenticated. 


The  business  carried  on  by  Messrs.  Cresswell  &  Smith  at 
Sidcup  has  been  taken  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Hanson,  M  P.S. 

Me.  W.  H.  Younghusband,  chemist  and  druggist,  King 
Street,  Wigton,  has  recently  added  an  optical  department  to 
his  business. 

Messes.  Ayeton  &  Saunders,  of  Liverpool,  have  just 
fitted  up  with  bottles,  jars  and  fixtures  a  new  shop  for  Mr 
J.  A.  George,  168  Crooks  Street,  Sheffield. 

The  business  which  Mr.  J.  H.  Denny  bought  from  Mr. 
Garwood  at  Thorpe,  Norwich,  is  situated  at  Rosary  Corner, 
not  Hillhouse  Road,  as  erroneously  stated  on  our  last  week's 
issue. 

Me.  P„.  G.  Smith,  chemist,  of  Earle  Road  and  87  Smith- 
down  Road,  Liverpool,  has  purchased  the  business  previously 
carried  on  by  Mr.  F.  K.  Barton  at  441  Smithdown  Road, 
'this  pharmacy  Mr.  Smith  will  carry  on  as  an  additional 
branch. 

Me.  S.  W.  Ord  has  become  a  partner  of  Bullock  &  Co.,  Han- 
over Street,  London,  of  which  firm  he  has  been  manager  for 
some  years  past.  Mr.  Ord  is  a  native  of  Northumberland, 
and  commenced  his  London  experience  twenty-two  years  ago 
•with  Mr.  Foster  Blades,  of  South  Kensington.  He  was  in 
Paris  for  some  time,  and  also  spent  a  winter  with  a  Riviera 
pharmacist. 


"  '  Phaemaceutical  Foemulas  '  is  a  remarkable  book  for 
a  chemist.  I  said  when  I  got  it,  'This  book  will  pay  me  in 
a  month,'  and  sure  it  has.  A  chemist  can  now  sureiy  make 
money."— Mr.  J.  B.  Babkee  (West  Hartlepool). 


Colonial  ano  foreign  IRcws, 


U.S.  Exports  to  Venezuela.— The  export  of  drugs  and 
perfumery  from  the  United  States  to  Venezuela  for  Juno 
amounted  to  23,631  kilos.,  with  a  value  of  #5,712  50. 

The  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  has  now 
to  reckon  with  opposition,  the  Medico-Chirurgical  College  of 
the  city  having  started  a  pharmaceutical  department. 

A  Big  Claim. — The  Ohio  Dairy  and  Food  Commissioner 
who  was  responsible  for  originating  a  false  statement  that 
Scott's  emulsion  contains  morphine  has  to  answer  a  claim  by 
Scott  &  Bowne,  of  New  York,  for  $200, 0C0,  the  extent  to 
which  the  firm  say  they  have  been  damaged. 

The  Museum  Age. — The  establishment  of  a  German 
commercial  museum  is  projected  at  Berlin,  in  order  to  push 
and  support  German  export  trade.  As  designed,  the  museum, 
is  to  obtain  productions  from  foreign  States,  besides  pro- 
ductions of  German  industry,  which  are  already  being; 
exported. 

"  Caustic  Potash."  —  A  research  committee  of  the- 
U.S.P.  Committee  of  Revision  has  discovered  that  a  large 
proportion  of  the  caustic  potash  sold  in  the  United  States- 
is  really  caustic  soda.  They  obtained  five  samples  of  this 
kind  from  as  many  sources  which  supply  the  grocery-trade 
with  alkali. 

Ameeican  Phaemaceutical  Association. — The  annual 
meeting  of  this  Association  will  begin  in  Baltimore  on 
Monday  next,  and  will  extend  to  Saturday.  Wednesday  will 
be  devoted  solely  to  pleasure,  but  on  each  of  the  other  days 
meetings  will  be  held  and  pleasure  worked  in  with  them. 
Excursions  are  also  proposed  for  September  5  and  6. 

The  Docteine  of  Signatuees.  —  The  late  Professor 
Cohn,  the  famous  botanist  of  Breslau,  thus  opened  his  course 
of  lectures  on  botany  :  "  The  four  chief  constituents  of  plants> 
are  carbon,  C  ;  oxygen,  O  ;  hydrogen,  H ;  and  nitrogen,  N." 
Then  writing  down  those  four  letters,  with  apparent  care- 
lessness, on  the  blackboard — COHN — he  smiled,  observing, 
"  It  is  clear  I  ought  to  know  something  about  botany." 

What  is  Embeocation  1 — Scrubb's  cloudy  household 
ammonia  has  been  classified  by  a  Customs  House  officer  at 
Santos,  in  Brazil,  as  an  "  embrocation,"  subject  to  a  duty 
of  #3  20  per  kilo,  (about  13s.  per  kilo).  Ammonia  pays  a, 
duty  of  350  reis  (1  milreis  =  2s.  Of  d.).  It  is  not  reported  how 
the  official  arrived  at  this  calculation,  but  it  is  evident  that 
he  holds  the  same  ideas  as  his  confrere,  who  classified 
vaseline  as  "  dynamite." 

Noewegian  Phabmacy. — In  our  issue  of  April  2  we 
referred  to  some  proposals  then  on  foot  to  amend  the  law 
under  which  concessions  are  granted  to  retail  pharmacists. 
The  matter  is  now  settled  so  that  in  future  a  concession, 
will  extend  to  a  period  of  forty-five  years  only.  Simul- 
taneously the  opportunity  has  been  taken  of  revising  the 
tariff,  and  pharmacists  will  in  future  be  permitted  to  charge 
25  per  cent,  above  the  taxed  prices  for  medicines  ordered 
by  prescription.  The  lists  of  poisons  and  patent  medicines 
have  been  revised,  the  rights  of  pharmacists  have  been 
codified,  and  a  new  Pharmaceutical  Council  has  been 
created. 

Ancient  Houses. — The  old  inn  in  the  Adeergasse,  Vienna, 
where  Paracelsus  drank  his  wine,  and  where  he  is  said  to 
have  converted  a  copper  or  brass  penny  into  a  piece  of  gold, 
was  pulled  down  some  years  ago.  But  the  ancient  Badham 
outside  the  gates  of  the  city,  where  the  last  great  alchemist, 
Seefeld,  carried  on  his  experiments,  is  still  standing,  much 
as  it  did  when  the  sanguine  alchemist  was  seized  at  his 
labours,  and  hurried  off  to  prison  in  the  fortress  at  Temesour, 
where  he  died  as  a  prisoner  of  the  State.  Professor  Bauer,, 
who  presided  at  the  International  Chemical  Congress  at 
Vienna  the  other  day,  gave  an  indication  of  the  particular 
lines  along  which  these  old-time  experimenters  contributed 
solid  aid  to  the  sober  advance  of  chemistry  as  a  science, 
while  they  were  sanguinely  pursuing  an  unattainable  end. 


Opium  to  the  value  of  399,243^.  was  imported  into  Canton 
•  in  1897,  as  compared  with  461,715^.  in  1896. 
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©nr  Commissioner  in  Canaoa. 


In  Prince  Edwaed  Island. 

PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND  is  the  smallest,  and  best 
populated  of  all  the  Canadian  provinces.  Its  resources 
are  entirely  agricultural,  and  it  is  very  fertile.  It  has  been 
termed  the  ''Garden  of  the  Gulph,"  and  its  inhabitants 
pride  themselves  on  the  title.  The  drug-trade  in  this 
province  is  free  from  the  trammels  of  special  legislation  of 
any  nature,  the  result  of  which  is  both  advantageous  and  the 
reverse.  No  Pharmaceutical  Society,  no  poison-laws,  no 
medicine-stamp  duty,  no  qualification  whatever  for  the 
aspiring  assistant  who  wishes  to  become  his  owTn  master  ;  in 
these  respects  it  differs  from  the  Old  Country,  and  in  most  of 
them  from  the  rest  of  Canada.  Some  eight  years  ago  the 
chemists  attempted  to  secure  some  restriction  on  the  sale  of 
poisons,  but  this  was  regarded  as  a  striving  after  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  monopoly,  and  nothing  resulted.  In  not 
having  any  examination  qualification  it  resembles  New- 
foundland, but,  unlike  that  island,  it  contains  several  drug- 
stores whose  proprietors  hold  Canadian  and  U.S.  diplomas. 

Charlottetown,  the  capital  of  the  island,  and  the  seat  of 
the  provincial  government,  is  the  only  town  of  more  than 
4  000  inhabitants,  and  it  contains  about  three  times  that 
number.  Numerically  the  drug-trade  is  well  represented, 
and  all  its  exponents  seem  to  do  well.  There  are  eight  drug- 
stores. All  except  one  branch-establishment  line  Queen 
Square,  the  business  centre  of  the  town. 

The  Apothecaries'  Hall,  owned  by  Mr.  George  E.  Hughes, 
claims  precedence  as  the  oldest  by  many  years.  This 
was  opened  in  the  same  building  by  a  man  named  Des  Brisay 


in  1810.  The  stand  is  the  most  valuable  in  Charlottetown, 
and  the  building  one  of  the  most  antiquated.  It  is  built 
entirely  of  wood.  Indeed,  thirty  years  ago  the  Colonial 
Buildiug  was  the  only  stone  structure  in  the  town. 

On  the  west  side  of  Queen  Square  one  is  attracted  by  the 
unique  sign  of  Mr.  W.  R.  Watson.  When  it  was  first  put  up 
many  people  of  sensitive  orthodoxy  objected  to  the  use  of  a 
cross  as  a  business  sign,  but  Mr.  Watson  assured  them  that 
it  was  used  as  an  emblem  of  healing  in  the  same  way  as  it  is 
employed  by  the  Army  Medical  Corps  and  by  Durses.  The 
founder  of  this  business  was  the  father  of  the  present  pro- 
prietor and  the  story  of  his  settlement  in  the  island  is 
romantic.  When  a  young  man  his  family  were  prosperous 
people  in  Elginshire,  Scotland,  on  the  southern  shore  of  the 
Moray  Firth.  In  the  early  thirties,  probably  within  the 
memory  of  some  now  living,  a  "  freshet"  or  Highland  spate 
washed  away  a  considerable  piece  of  land  and  left  the 
Watsons  penniless  and  homeless.  The  young  man  started 
for  the  West  Indies,  where  had  settled  a  relative  whose 


assistance  up  the  ladder  of  fortune  he  could  rely  upon, 
but  the  prevalence  of  cholera  caused  him  to  come  to  a  full 
stop  at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia.  Quarantine  regulations  checked 
further  progress.  With  a 
Scotch  dislike  of  remaining 
idle  he  accepted  employ- 
ment pro  ton.  in  the  old 
drug  warehouse  which  is 
now  Brown  &  Webb's  in 
that  city.  Here  he  elected 
to  lemain.  Whether  or  not 
he  got  a  rebate  on  his 
ticket,  if  he  were  booked 
through,  is  not  known.  In 
a  few  years  he  felt  com- 
petent to  run  a  business 
alone,  and  in  1843  opened 
in  Charlottetown.  When 
he  first  went  to  that  island 
he  lived  in  an  hotel-  kept 
by  a  man  named  Fellows. 
This  gentleman  one  day 
asked  him  if  he  would  take 
"  his  good-for-nothing  son 
Jamie  into  his  shop,"  add- 
ing that  he  was  so  stupid 
that  he  despaired  of  ever 
making  anything  of  him. 
Mr.  Watson  then  got  his 
first  apprentice,  and  Jas.  I. 
Fellows    began    a  career 

which  was  to  make  his  huge  fortune  later  op,  when  he> 
gave  to  the  world  his  famous  syrup. 

In  1866  fire  in  Prince  Edward  Island  rendered  to  Mr. 
Watson  the  unwelcome  service  which  water  had  done  in 
Scotland.  His  store  and  his  house  were  both  burned  out, 
and  again  his  fortitude  was  severely  tried,  as  he  had  to 
be j'in  the  battle  of  life  afresh.  He  died  some  sixteen  years 
ago.  He  was  high  sheriff  several  times  in  later  life,  and' 
was  so  at  the  time  of  the  federation.  Mr.  L.  Watson,  the 
son,  and  present  owner  of  the  business,  was  studying  medi- 
cine in  Edinburgh  when  the  sudden  death  of  bis  father 
compelled  him  to  return  to  Charlottetown  to  look  after  the 
business.  Mr.  Watson's  shop-interior,  as  shown  by  the  next 
illustration,  is  thoroughly  up  to  date.  A  rack  of  fishing-rods 
forms  a  prominent  object  between  the  counters.  Fishing- 
appliances  seem  in  Charlottetown  to  be  a  special  druggists'" 
line.  They  are  stocked  in  large  quantities,  as  are  all  the 
fishing-accessories,  and  are  well  worth  handling.  The  most 
prominent  object  on  sale  at  this  time  of  year  by  both  drug 
and  hardware  sellers  is  Paris  green.  This  is  arseniate  of 
copper  ground  to  an  impalpable  powder  and  put  up  in  1-lb. 
tins.  It  is  used  by  agriculturists  for  the  extermination  of 
the  potato-bug,  and  its  sale  in  Canada  must  be  measured  by 
thousands  of  tons  per  annum.  Most  of  it  comes  from 
Lewis  Berger  &  Sons  (Limited),  London.  Some  is  imported 
and  ground  in  the  central  provinces,  but  vendors  inform  me 


that  this  is  coarse,  leaves  a  sediment  when  dissolved,  and  is 
not  nearly  so  satisfactory  in  use  on  that  account. 

Not  far  from  Mr.  Watson's,  at  a  corner  of  the  Square, 
Messrs.  Johnson  &  Johnson  invite  the  custom  of  the  drvig- 
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buying  public.  Their  shop,  or  store  (there  are  no  "  shops  "Jin 
Canada),  is  the  most  handsomely-fitted  in  the  town.  The 
Sittings  are  of  solid  ash  with  antique  oak  finish.  Everything 
is   of   the  newest.    The    shelf-cornicing,  surmounted  by 


mm 


wooden  representations  of  mortars  and  pestles  at  frequent 
intervals,  is  both  sti iking  and  appropriate.  They  are  the 
only  druggists  in  town  who  have  a  branch-establishment. 
This  is  in  Kent  Street,  nearer  the  residential  quarter.  While 
I  chatted  with  Mr.  Johnson  he  received  a  prescription  to 
dispense,  which  is  so  remarkable  in  its  way  as  to  merit 
reproduction.  The  firm's  method  of  registering  their  pre- 
scriptions is  worthy  of  passing  notice.  The  usual  prescrip- 
tion-book is  not  used.    Each  prescription  is  gummed  to  a 
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card  which  in  its  margin  contains,  in  tabular  form,  all  par- 
ticulars—time received,  time  dispensed  ;  by  whom  dispensed 
.and  by  whom  checked;  price,  and  lemarks  for  guidance 
when  renewal  is  required.  On  the  back  is  kept  a  record  of 
renewal.  T  hese  cards  are  kept  in  numerical  order  in  a 
-Shannon  file-case.    The  above  is  a  reduced  example. 

In  Charlottetown,  as  in  most  paits  of  Canada,  store  com- 
petition is  unknown.  Face-value  is  charged  for  all  patent 
medicines.  Dispensing  by  physicians  is  also  absent,  but  the 
medical  men  exact  a  percentage  on  their  prescriptions  from 
the  chemist.  Good  prices  prevail  in  the  dispensing-depart- 
ment, the  4,  6,  and  8  oz.  mixtures  fetching:  40o.,  50c,  and 
'60c.  r  espectively.  The  hours  are  ridiculously  long — from 
eight  to  ten. 

I  cannot  close  without  referring  to  a  pernicious  tax  which 
affects  the  drug-trade,  as  well  as  other  trades,  albeit  only 
that  section  of  it  who  send  representatives  to  do  business 
in  the  island.  As  I  wended  my  way  along  one  side  of  Queen 
Square,  I  was  approached  by  a  gentleman  who  inquired  if  I 
were  a  commercial  traveller.  I  said  I  might  be  described  as 
such,  and  was  promptly  met  with  a  request  for  $15  Then 
I  realised  the  position  my  presumption  had  led  me  into, 
and  I  hastened  to  renounce  all  claim  to  the  title,  and 
inquired  the  reason  for  the  demand.  It  appears  that  Prince 
Edward  Island  imposes  a  tax  of  $15  on  every  commercial 
traveller  who  enters  the  province.  It  is  the  only  Canadian 
.province  which  does  this.    It  matters  not  whether  the  com- 


mercial goes  but  once  a  year,  and  perhaps  has  only  one 
customer  in  the  island — $15  is  the  price.  Further,  it  is  not 
the  house  which  is  registered,  but  the  man,  and  if  one 
house  have  two  departments  and  send  a  traveller  fcr  each, 
the  tax  must  be  paid  twice. 

I  had  to  explain  my  position  pretty  fully,  and,  having 
apologised  for  having  assumed  a  title  I  had  no  right  to,  I 
was  allowed  to  go.  But  the  end  was  not  yet.  The  same 
evening  I  was  in  front  of  Mr.  Watson's  counter,  and  that 
gentleman  and  I  were  examining  some  fancy  baskets,  the 
work  of  the  Micmac  Indians,  whose  wigwams  are  a  few 
miles  off.  The  fifteen-dollar  fiend  espied  me,  and  next  morning 
again  accosted  me  with  a  more  imperative  demand  for 
the  payment  of  the  tax,  adding  that  I  had  deceived  him  the 
previous  day,  as  he  had  observed  me  opening  out  samples  of 
baskets.  It  took  a  further  supply  of  eloquence  to  again 
•secure  my  release  from  his  clutches. 


In  Nova  Scotia. 


Nova  Scotia  is  the  Acadia  of  eighteenth-century  history 
and  of  Longfellow's  poetic  fancy.  In  its  laws  affecting 
pharmacists  and  in  the  powers  and  privileges  of  its  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  it  is  an  "  Acadia"  in  the  rosiest  sense  of  the 
word.  To  begin  with,  the  druggists,  in  common  with  the 
medical,  dental,  and  legal  professions,  are  exempt  from  all 
jury-service.  The  civil  engineers  applied  to  be  added  to 
these  favoured  few,  but  they  are  apparently  not  considered 
to  be  of  sufficiently  high  professional  standing,  as  what  had 
been  accoided  to  the  pill-builder  was  denied  to  them.  Laws 
to  regulate  the  sale  of  poisons  by  the  chemist  there  are 
none.  It  is  left  entirely  to  his  own  discretion  what  he  may 
sell  as  poisons  and  to  whom  he  may  sell  them. 

Their  Pharmacy  Act  dates  from  1876,  the  natal  year  of 
the  Society.  The  list  of  drugs  which  were  then  placed  on 
the  schedule,  and  which  no  one  but  a  duly  qualified  chemist 
may  vend,  is  a  lengthy  and  a  comprehensive  one.  In 
addition  to  the  poisons  commonly  so-called,  amongst  which 
is  carbolic  acid,  it  includes  podophyllin,  scammony, 
stramonium,  and  a  few  of  equal  toxic  strength.  The 
additions  which  the  Society  succeeded  in  getting  passed  last 
year  beat  these  hollow,  and  aie  evidence  of  the  influence 
wbich  the  members  of  the  trade  have  in  the  Legislative 
Assembly.  The  list  now  includes  aloes,  ipecacuanha,  quinine, 
menthol,  pennyroyal,  antipyrin,  and  permanganate  and 
chlorate  of  potash,  besides  over  a  score  of  equally  dangerous 
drugs  and  preparations.  The  Provincial  Government  did  not, 
however,  give  the  chemists  all  they  asked  for,  as  they  con- 
sidered it  necessary  to  demonstrate  their  power  in  some 
degree.  They  therefore  drew  the  legislative  pen  through 
"Rough  on  rats"  (of  all  things),  which  the  Society  had 
named  along  with  the  other  substances. 

The  power  over  its  members  which  the  Society  possesses  is 
as  nearly  supreme  as  could  well  be  imagined.  In  addition 
to  the  iee  which  the  would-be  chemist  has  to  pay  on  pre- 
senting himself  before  the  examining  board,  he  has  to  con- 
tinue his  contributions  when  the  august  members  of  that 
body  have  gladdened  his  heart  by  granting  his  parchment. 
Two  dollars  a  year  is  the  price  of  being  allowed  to  remain  a 
registered  chemist,  and  if  the  necessary  is  tardy  in  coming 
forward,  a  gentle  reminder  from  the  Secretary  of  thepenalties 
to  which  the  culprit  is  liable  invariably  increases  the 
revenue  by  the  amount  of  one  annual  subscription  The 
numerical  strength  of  the  Society  is  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
one  hundred,  and  there  are  some  seventy  drug-stores  in  the 
province.  It  will  therefore  be  evident  that  qualified  assist- 
ants are  rather  scarce.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  itself — 
even,  I  am  afraid,  the  members  of  its  Council — are  regularly 
in  the  habit  of  violating  the  law,  which  does  not  permit  any- 
one except  a  registered  man  to  retail  5c.  woith  of  aloes,  but 
as  only  the  Society  has  the  power  to  prosecute  the  danger  is 
more  imaginary  than  real.  It  should  be  mentioned  that  the 
medical  profession  is  exempt  from  the  operation  of  the  Act. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Council  consists  of  twelve  members, 
including  the  officials,  and  as  the  province  is  of  rather  large 
area  and  the  members  well  scattered  the  Council  is  composed 
chiefly  of  Halifax  members,  all  meetings  being  held  in  that 
town.  Election  of  officers  is  an  annual  event,  but  it  is  an 
unwiitten  law  that  the  president  hold  office  for  two  years. 
The  present  piincipal  ofE<  e-bolders  are  as  follows  : — President 
A.  H.  Buckley ;  Vice-President,  L.  J.  Mylius ;  Secretary, 
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A.  F.  Buckley,  all  of  Halifax.  The  President  is  also  one  of 
the  examiners.  The  Society  have  an  official  but  non-existent 
curriculum  for  candidates,  which  sounds  anomalous.  The 
Halifax  Medical  College,  along  with  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  inaugurated  a  few  years  ago  a  two  years'  course  of 
study  with  a  six  months'  session  in  each  year,  but  this  was 
found  so  onerous  that,  after  a  brief  existence,  it  had  to  be 
discontinued  for  want  of  pupils.  The  stumbling-block  was 
the  practical  chemistry,  candidates  being  unable  or  unwilling 
to  devote  the  necessary  time  to  this  branch  of  study.  All  the 
"coaching"  is  at  present  done  in  a  private  school. 

The  record  of  passes  at  the  examinations  is  not  exceeded 
anywhere,  and  the  number  of  failures  throws  Edinburgh  into 
the  shade.  There  are  cases  where  everyiapplicant has  "gone 
through,"  and  instances  where  100  per  cent,  have  been 
"  plucked."  There  is  no  reciprocity  with  any  other  province 
in  Canada,  or  with  any  pharmaceutical  board  outside  of  it. 

The  only  wholesale  houses  in  the  province  are  located  in 
Halifax,  the  only  convenient  town  for  importing  on  a  large 
scale.    Messrs.  Brown  &,  Webb  a*e  the  best  known  and  the 


oldest-established  house,  with  a  very  extensive  trade  in  all 
the  maritime  provinces.  The  firm  was  originally  known 
under  the  style  of  Dr.  Avery,  who  established  an  Apothecaries' 
Hall  in  1824.  Later  it  became  Avery,  Brown  &  Co.,  and  the 
present  senior  partner,  Mr.  William  H.  Webb,  joined  the  firm 
in  1867.  Eleven  years  later,  on  the  occasion  of  the  removal 
to  the  present  premises,  the  existing'  designation  was  assumed. 
Mr.  James  H.  Angwin  is  the  other  partner  itfthis  old  concern, 
and  under  the  personal  supervision  of  the  two  partners  the 
business  retains  its  ancient  prestige. 

Another  house  which  makes  a  strong  bid  for  the  drug-trade 
■of  the  province  is  Messrs.  Simson  Brothers  &Co.,  who  occupy 
a  lofty  triangular  block  not  far  from  the  premises  of  Messrs. 
Brown  &  Webb.  Mr.  Frank  Simson  is  the  moving  spirit  of 
the  concern. 

Both  the  houses  above-mentioned  make  a  speciality  of 
clarifying  lime-juice.  There  is  direct  communication  be- 
tween Halifax  and  the  WestlDdian  orchard  islands  where  the 
fruit  is  grown,  so  that  it  is  well  suited  geographically  for 
this  trade. 

The  retail  section  is  strong  numprically ;  there  are  twenty- 
three  retail  establishments,  including  branches,  to  Halifax's 
40,000  inhabitants.  Most  of  them  are  model  drug-stores, 
but  that  of  Mr.  T.  M.  Power  is  the  most  striking  of  the  lot. 
It  is  close  by  the  railway  station,  and  was  recently  erected 
when  the  street  was  undergoing  extensive  improvement. 
The  whole  building  is  characteristic  of  the  trade  of  its  pro- 
prietor. Its  two  storeys  taper  to  a  point  in  the  centre,  where 
reposes  a  huge  wooden  mortar  and  pestle.  The  window  is 
very  wide,  and  at  the  top  of  it  a  panel,  about  one-fifth  its 
entire  area,  is  compoted  of  stained  glass,  bearing  in  the 
centre  of  its  attractive  ornamentation  the  name  of  the  owner. 
Both  in  external  appearance  and  in  internal  arrangements 


it  makes  one  of  the  best- appointed  provincial  drug-stores  in 
Canada.  The  trade  is  of  a  composite  character,  both  in 
Halifax  and  in  the  province  outside  of  that  town.  Tobacco 
seems  in  Canada  to  be  recognised  as  an  article  which  ought 
to  be  handled  by  the  drug-trade.  In  the  more  remote  towns 
the  trade  is  much  more  mixed  than  in  Halifax  I  call  to 
mind  one  druggist  in  Pictou  whose  windows  would  be  no 
guide  to  the  character  of  the  store  if  drugs  are  the  staple 
goods.  One  window  was  filled  with  tobacco,  pipes,  and 
kindred  goods,  and  another  was  devoted  exclusively  to  cycle 
accessories.  I  came  across  some  extravagances  in  the  way 
of  window-dressing.  The  most  extreme  wa-<  in  New  Glasgow 


The  window  had  been  converted  into  a  water-tank,  in  which 
about  a  dozen  trout  disported.  A  small  wooden  boat  floated 
on  the  water,  the  crew  consisting  of  one  lizard  and  two 
tortoises.  The  lizard  was  apparently  the  skipper  of  this 
ocean  craft,  or,  perhaps,  only  a  passenger.  Anyhow,  he  had 
no  uniform  on  other  than  that  with  which  Nature  had  en- 
dowed him.  The  A.B.  seamen — that  is,  the  tortoises — had  on 
their  backs,  painted  in  best  white  lead,  the  legend,  "  Grant 
Brothers,  Druggists."  This  display  had  been  running  some 
months,  and  although  it  attracted  some  attention  at  first, 
the  interest  in  it  waned,  and  its  value  as  a  biuiness-bringer 
may  be  disputed.  Neater,  and  not  so  laborious,  was  a  window 
in  Truro.  From  the  roof  hung  a  small  chain,  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  which  were  a  dummy  pair  of  scales.  The  beam  was 
of  wood,  and  boie  the  superscription,  "  Worth  its  Weight  in 
Gold."  One  scale-pan  was  filled  with  bottles  of  sarsaparilla, 
a  speciality  of  the  proprietor,  and  in  the  other  reposed  a 
piece  of  coal  just  large  enough  to  hold  the  opposite  pan  in 
exact  balance.  The  coal  was  coated  with  gold  paint. 
Everyone  looked  at  the  sham  nugget,  and  admired  the  appro- 
priateness to  the  sentence  on  the  beam. 

Halifax  has  the  finest  harbour  on  the  east  coast  of  North 
America,  and  has  frequent  and  regular  means  of  corrmunica- 
tion  with  the  old  country,  with  the  Continent,  and  with  the 
United  States.  Rates  of  freight  and  attendant  charges  have 
an  important  bearing  on  the  importing.  Raw  drugs  are 
bought  either  in  New  York  or  London,  and  if  the  prices 
should  be  equal  in  both  of  those  places,  preference  is  given  to 
the  former  on  account  of  its  smaller  charges  for  transport. 
The  rate  from  New  York  for  drugs  is  40c.  per  100  lbs.  weight, 
and  the  London  rate  is  20.*.  per  measured  ton  for  the  same 
class  of  goods.  This  is  slightly  in  favour  of  England,  but  in 
the  extra  charges  the  opposite  scale  rises.  British  goods  are 
always  charged  10  per  cent,  primage,  which  is  not  charged 
in  the  American  ports,  but  this  is  really  part  of  the  freight, 
and  is  always  counted  on.  I  saw  a  freight-bill  of  the  Furness 
line,  which  read  as  follows  : — 

£  s.  a. 

40  cubic  feet  at  2C.s.  per  ton   1    1  0 

Wharfage,  2  at  Is.  Id  0    2  2 

Bills  of  lading  0    2  6 

Clearance  at  Customs    0    2  6 

+  10  per  cent,  primage.  18  2 

The  wharfage  charge,  if  in  New  York,  would  have  been 
from  8j.  to  12c,  a  fifth  of  above  amount,  and  there  would 
have  been  no  charges  for  bills  of  lading  and  Customs  clear- 
ance.   A  small  case  of  ccmbs  which  an  impoiter  received  ^. 
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few  days  ago  was  subject  to  10s.  6d.  freight,  but  the  extra 
charges  came  to  6s.  Id.  additional. 

English  manufacturers  or  merchants  who  are  fortunate 
enough  to  receive  orders  from  Canada  must  study  the 
geography  of  the  country  a  little  more  than  they  have  been 
doing.  A  gentleman  in  Halifax  to  whom  I  talked  had 
determined  to  bring  in  some  goods  from  the  other  side,  and 
a  prominent  lozenge-maker  to  whom  he  gave  his  instructions 
forwarded  his  package  via  Montreal,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  a  steamer  for  Halifax  left  an  English  port  the 
same  week.  The  result  of  this  was  that  my  informant  had 
to  pay  overland  haulage  of  900  miles,  the  distance  between 
Montreal  and  Halifax,  and  a  line  of  goods  which  retails  in 
London  at  Is.  \\d.  (when  price  is  not  cut)  cost  landed  in 
Halifax  50.3.  At  the  retail  price  of  the  equivalent  of  half-a- 
crown,  which  my  friend  charged,  he  had  a  very  small  margin 
of  profit. 

Exporters  to  Canada  should  note  the  new  regulations  which 
must  be  obeyed  if  their  clients  are  to  reap  the  benefits  of  the 
preferential  tariff.  A  declaration  in  specified  form  must  be 
written,  printed,  or  stamped  on  the  back  or  face  of  the  in- 
voice, not  on  a  detached  form  as  was  hitherto  permissible. 
[Copies  of  this  can  be  obtained  from  the  High  Commissioner 
of  Canada,  17  Victoria  Street,  London,  S.W.,  or  from  the 
Canadian  Government  Agents  at  15  Water  Street,  Liverpool ; 
14  Westmoreland  Street,  Dublin ;  52  St.  Enoch  Square, 
Glasgow  ;  and  10  The  Walk,  Cardiff.] 

Importers  in  Canada  consider  that  there  are  many  lines 
which  the  preferential  tariff  will  have  the  effect  of  sending 
them  to  England  for.  Germany,  of  course,  will  still  pro- 
bably keep  its  precedence  for  many  chemicals,  though 
America  is  now  successfully  competing  in  many  fine 
chemicals. 

I  was  informed  that  the  stock  of  sundrieskept  by  the  Halifax 
wholesale  houses  is  by  no  means  large  or  exhaustive,  and 
■while  they  get  the  bulk  of  the  trade  of  the  province  in  drugs 
and  preparations,  most  of  the  sundry-trade  goes  to  Montreal. 
In  many  lines  English  goods  are  unsaleable.  It  is  complained 
that  in  the  cheaper  articles  the  Englishman  cannot  or  does 
not  put  on  a  finish  which  can  compare  with  the  American. 
There  is  a  "  home-madeness  "  about  his  manufactures  which 
contrasts  unfavourably  with  the  goods  of  his  competitors. 
Take  rubber  goods,  such  as  enemas  and  hot-water  bottles,  as 
a  case  in  point.  The  pattern  of  the  former,  known  as 
"  Higginson's,"  is  of  English  make,  but  in  all  others,  of  course, 
the  bulk  are  of  States  origin.  I  was  shown  a  hot- water  bottle 
made  by  an  American  rubber  company.  Its  capacity  was  two 
quarts,  it  measures  65  inches  by  10-?.-  inches.  Complete  with 
metal  screw — rather  a  heavy  screw  by  the  way — it  weighed 
7J  oz.  Each  was  neatly  boxed.  The  price  charged  by  the 
jobber  to  the  retailer  is  56c,  about  2s.  5d.  It  sells 
well — always  ;  it  stands  well — sometimes.  When  it  does 
not  stand  the  makers  are  always  ready  to  replace  free. 
It  is  light,  no  doubt,  the  quality  leaves  something  to  be 
desired,  but  bad  rubber  bottles  of  English  make  are  not 
unknown,  the  finish  is  splendid  and  the  packing  con- 
venient. In  Canada,  even  more  than  in  England,  the  public 
demand  is  for  a  cheap  article.  The  purchaser  does  not  mind 
buying  oftener  provided  he  pays  less  on  each  occasion.  The 
demand  for  cheap  articles  is  not  an  unmixed  evil.  They  re- 
quire replacing  more  frequently,  which  means  trade,  and  the 
low  price  has  the  immediate  effect  of  creating  a  demand  for 
■what  were  once  luxuries  amongst  the  working  classes. 

albumins  ano  Some  Gppes  of 
Iprotdo  jDtgeatfori. 

By  Gordon  Sharp,  M.D.,  Edinburgh. 

The  following  embodies  the  result  of  some  work  done  four 
years  ago,  but  which  the  author  has  not  had  time  to  com- 
plete, and  communicated  to  the  B.P.C. 

Probable  Constitution  of  the  Albumins. — Albumin  is 
believed  to  be  really  an  albuminate ;  the  proteid  matter  of 
albumin  is  looked  upon  as  playing  the  part  of  an  acid,  the 
base  being  either  sodium,  potassium,  or  calcium  and 
ammonium.  This  point  has  not  been  accurately  determined, 
but  as  the  ash  of  egg-albumin  yields  calcium,  and  serum- 
albumin  sodium,  these  albumins  may  consist  of  albuminate  of 
calcium,  sodium,  &c.    The  relative  solubility  and  measure  of 


decomposition  of  the  albumins  follow  those  of  the  base  salts, 
serum-albumin  (sodium  albuminate)  being  readily  soluble 
and  easy  of  digestion  by  a  weak  ferment  like  papain.  It  is 
possible  that  the  presence  of  hydrochloric  acid  with  pepsin 
in  digesting  egg-albumin  acts  by  its  chemical  effect  on  the 
calcium,  forming  a  soluble  calcium  salt.  Pancreatin,  an 
alkaline  ferment,  has  little  action  on  egg-albumin,  perhaps 
because  alkalies  do  not  assist  the  solubility  of  calcium. 

Putrefactive  Digestion. — In  putrefactive  digestion  the 
same  comparisons  hold  good ;  egg-albumin  is  much  the 
more  difficult  of  decomposition,  showing  how  Nature  safe- 
guards herself.  In  the  following  experiments  the  behaviour 
of  egg  and  serum  albumin  towards  putrefactive  digestion, 
particularly  as  to  the  proteoses  (albumoses)  present,  are 
compared.  At  the  end  we  can  compare  these  proteoses  with 
those  found  in  papain  and  pepsin  digestions,  and  with  the 
digestion  produced  by  yeast. 

Methods  Employed. — Egg-albumin  and  serum-albumin  were 
exposed  in  the  same  manner  as  follows  : — In  both  5  grammes 
were  employed.  The  egg-albumin  was  boiled  hard  and 
broken  up  into  a  pulpy  mass  and  mixed  with  30  c.c.  of  water. 
The  serum-albumin  (dried)  was  simply  placed  in  30  c.c.  of 
water.  To  hasten  the  digestive  process  a  small  particle  of 
dried  gelatin  containing  bacteria  causing  liquefaction  was 
added  to  each  bottle.  The  bottles  were  kept  at  25°  C.  for  a 
week,  and  then  left  in  a  room  at  a  temperature  of  never  less 
than  16°  C.  Both  albumins  were  then  examined.  The 
serum-albumin  was  quite  digested,  but  the  egg-albumin  had 
considerable  sediment  at  the  bottom.  Small  dialysed  por- 
tions of  both  were  found  to  be  faintly  alkaline,  and  to  give 
precipitates  with  Tbresh's  reagent.  The  egg-albumin 
dialysis  gave  no  precipitate  with  phospho  tungstic  acid  nor 
the  biuret  reaction.  To  confirm  a  like  negative  result  with 
serum-albumin  a  portion  of  the  original  solution  was  filtered 
and  treated  with  great  excess  of  ammonium  sulphate,  and 
allowed  to  stand  over-night  before  filtering.  Excess  of 
caustic-soda  solution  and  a  trace  of  copper  sulphate  were 
added,  but  no  reaction  for  peptone  took  place.  After  thirty- 
six  hours,  however,  the  dialysate  gave  a  deep-pink  with 
the  biuret  test,  pointing  to  the  probable  presence  of  deutero- 
albumose.  peptone  having  been  shown  to  be  absent.  Filtrates 
from  the  original  preparations  on  boiling  became  cloudy, 
showing  the  presence  of  some  unaltered  albumin  and 
globulin.  Another  portion  (slightly  alkaline)  gave  a  pre- 
cipitate on  neutralisation,  showing  some  alkali-albumin. 
With  excess  of  magnesium  sulphate  the  filtrates  gave  cloudy 
precipitates  very  small  in  amount  (globulin).  On  filtering 
off  these  precipitates,  diluting  with  distilled  water,  and 
dividing  each  into  two,  one  of  each  gave  a  precipitate  of 
albumoses  with  a  drop  of  dilute  nitric  acid.  The  second 
portions  with  dilute  acetic  acid  and  excess  of  sodium 
chloride  gave  precipitates  (proto-  or  hetero-albumose,  or 
both).  On  diluting  with  water  these  precipitates  dissolved. 
Deutero-albumose  was  found  to  be  absent  in  the  egg-albumin 
and  present  in  the  serum-albumin.  Thus  the  digestive 
process  due  to  simple  putrefaction  is  more  readily  effected 
in  the  case  of  serum-albumin,  and  the  albumoses  formed 
appear  higher  in  the  series. 

The  absolute-alcohol  extract  was  next  examined.  The 
extracts  were  both  yellow  masses,  the  egg  preparation  being 
the  darker.  Both  are  sparingly  soluble  in  ether  and 
chloroform.  Both  give  turbidity  with  Thresh's  reagent,  and 
microscopically  both  show  a  few  crystals  (leucine  and 
tyrosine).  Both  are  but  sparingly  soluble  in  water,  the 
nature  of  the  extracts  being  probably  mostly  alkaloidal,  the 
presence  of  a  little  deutero-albumose  in  serum-albumin  being 
the  only  difference  observed  between  the  products  of  the  two. 

Pa  pain- digestion  in  either  acid  or  alkaline  preparations 
gives  traces  of  proto-  and  hetero-albumose  with  abundance  of 
deutero-albumose. 

Pepsin-digestion  shows  mainly  the  higher  albumoses  and 
traces  of  peptone. 

Digestion  in  the  Presence  of  Yeast  — In  maturing  koumiss, 
when  the  fermentation  has  been  started  by  the  yeast-plant 
we  find  the  albumin  of  the  milk  becomes  in  part  changed 
into  the  higher  proteids.  The  peptone  stnge  is  never  reached, 
I  and  most  probably  the  bulk  of  the  albumoses  belong  to  the 
proto  and  hetero  series.  In  a  future  paper  the  results  of  some 
experiments  on  digestion  carried  on  with  sundew  (Drosera 
rotundi folia),  and  also  on  the  behaviour  of  egg-albumin 
towards  the  products  of  yeast-fermentation,  will  be  given. 


August  27,  1898 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


371 


Xcoal  IReports. 


Convictions  under  the  Medical  Act. 

John  Hawobth  was  summoned  at  Accrington  on  August  17, 
for  unlawfully  using  the  title  of  doctor  of  medicine,  thereby 
implying  that  he  was  registered  under  the  Medical  Act,  1858. 
Mr.  Slinger,  representing  the  Medical  Defence  Union  of  Eng- 
land, who  prosecuted,  put  in  the  Medical  Register,  in  which 
Haworth's  name  did  not  appear.  He  said  the  defendant  had 
practised  as  a  doctor  in  Blackburn  Road,  Accrington,  in  the 
ordinary  way  as  fully-qualified  doctors  did,  and  had  circu- 
lated a  handbill  describing  himself  as  a  doctor.  He  had  been 
before  the  Court  before  and  fined.  Several  witnesses 
described  their  visits  to  the  defendant.  To  one  of  them  he 
had  given  a  certificate.  The  Magistrates  fined  the  defendant, 
who  did  not  appear,  10/.  and  costs,  in  default  two  months' 
imprisonment. 

At  the  Norwich  Police-court  on  August  23,  Samuel  Matthews, 
who  has  a  large  practice  in  that  city  as  a  herbalist,  under 
the  title  of  "  Dr.  Matthews  &,  Son,"  was  summoned,  at  the 
instance  of  the  Medical  Defence  Linion,  for  wilfully  and 
falsely  using  the  name  and  title  of  "  doctor,"  thereby 
implying  that  he  was  duly  registered  as  such  and  recognised 
as  a  doctor  of  medicine.  The  defendant  was  also  summoned 
for  using  the  title  of  "  surgeon."  The  evidence  showed  that 
over  the  defendant's  place  of  business  the  name  of  "  Dr." 
Matthews  &  Son  was  painted,  while  on  his  billheads  he 
described  himself  as  "  surgeon,  accoucheur,  &c."  It  was 
urged  by  prosecuting  counsel  that  the  comma  after  the  word 
"  surgeon  "  showed  that  the  defendant  intended  to  represent 
himself  as  such.  For  the  defence  it  was  submitted  that 
these  proceedings  constituted  a  deplorable  piece  of  persecu- 
tion, and  that  the  Medical  Defence  Union  were  moved  by 
some  envious  members  of  the  faculty  in  Norwich.  The 
defendant  had  been  in  business  forty-six  years,  haviDg 
succeeded  his  father  ;  he  was  67  years  of  age ;  he  held  the 
doctor's  diploma  of  an  American  University,  and  had  been 
most  successful  in  his  treatment  of  the  cases  that  had  passed 
through  his  hands.  The  Magistrates  decided  that  the 
defendant,  in  using  the  word  "  doctor,"  did  not  wilfully  and 
falsely  pretend  to  be  registered  as  such,  and  they  therefore 
dismissed  that  charge  ;  but  in  using  the  word  "  surgeon  "  they 
considered  that  there  had  been  an  infringement  of  the  law, 
and  they  therefore  fined  the  defendant  11.  and  12s.  costs,  or 
seven  days'  imprisonment. 


The  Apothecaries  Act. 

Samuel  Matthews,  herbalist,  the  defendant  who,  as 
reported  above,  was  fined  by  the  Norwich  Magistrates 
under  the  Medical  Act  on  August  23,  appeared  the  next  day 
at  the  Norwich  County  Court  before  Judge. Willis,  Q.C.,  on 
the  suit  of  the  Master  and  Wardens  and  Society  of  the  Art 
and  Mystery  of  Apothecaries  of  the  City  of  London,  to 
recover  under  the  Apothecaries  Act,  1815,  the  prescribed 
penalty  of  20Z.  for  acting  as  an  apothecary  and  supplying 
medicines  without  the  necessary  qualification.  Counsel  for 
the  defendant  said  he  had  no  option  but  to  consent  to 
judgment  for  the  amount  claimed,  together  with  such  costs 
as  had  been  agreed  to  between  the  parties  to  the  suit.  He 
■complained  of  the  persecution  to  which  his  client  had  been 
subjected  by  local  medical  practitioners,  who  had  set  the 
Medical  Defence  Union  in  motion.  He  had  no  alternative, 
however,  but  to  advise  his  client  to  adopt  the  course  that 
he  had  taken.  His  Honour,  in  giving  judgment,  said  the 
Saw  under  which  the  proceedings  were  taken  was  an  ex- 
tremely wise  one,  and  it  was  most  important  that  persons 
-who  undertook  the  care  of  other  people's  health  should  be 
duly  qualiBed  for  the  purpose.  He  could  see  no  persecution 
in  the  matter  ;  the  law  existed  and  must  be  obeyed. 


The  Dentists  Act. 

At  Pontypridd  Police  Court  on  August  24,  Charles  Knabe 
Charles  was  charged  with  illegally  practising  as  a  dentist, 
he  not  being  registered.  Mr.  Nicholas,  who  prosecuted,  said 
he  did  not  know  whether  the  defence  of  last  week  would  be 
again  put  forward  that  Mr.  Charles  possessed  a  diploma  from 


an  American  university,  but  that  would  be  no  answer  to 
the  charge,  as  he  had  not  taken  the  precaution  to  get  him- 
self registered.  Since  last  week  he  (Mr.  Nicholas)  under- 
stood that  the  word  "dentist"  and  the  letters  "  U.S.A."  and 
"  D.D.S."  had  all  disappeared.  Mr.  W.  R.  Davies,  for  the 
defendant,  contended  that  no  offence  had  been  committed. 
The  third  section  of  the  Act  stated  that,  to  establi>h  an 
offence,  not  only  must  the  word  "  dentist "  have  been  used,  but 
it  must  be  taken  and  used  as  implying  that  defendant  had 
been  registered  under  the  Act.  A  fine  of  51.  was  imposed 
and  the  advocate's  fee  allowed. 


The  Shop  =  hours  Act. 

At  the  Cardiff  Police  Court  on  August  19,  David  John  Lewis, 
druggist,  Clifton  Street,  was  fined  5s.  and  costs  for  neglecting 
to  exhibit  in  his  shop  a  notice  under  the  Shop-hours  Act, 
stating  the  number  of  hours  that  a  young  person  might  be 
lawfully  employed  in  the  place.  Defendant  stated  that  the 
notice  had  been  destroyed  by  the  shop-boy. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Defective  Gbegoey's  Powdee. 

At  Lambeth  Police  Court  on  August  18,  Mr.  C.  Gadd,  chemist, 
Harleyford  Road,  Kenningtcn,  was  charged  with  selling 
Gregory's  powder  which  consisted  of  rhubarb  and  ginger 
3316,  official  carbonate  of  magnesia  3241,  and  light 
magnesia  34  43.  In  a  note  on  his  certificate,  Dr.  Muter  said 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia  required  Gregory's  powder  to  be 
made  with  light  magnesia  entirely,  without  the  addition  of 
the  cheaper  carbonate. 

Mr.1  Sydney,  for  the  defence,  stated  that  although  light 
calcined  magnesia  was  used  in  the  process  of  mixing,  by 
keeping  since  May  it  had  become  carbonated.  He  contended 
that  the  purchaser  was  not  prejudiced,  as  the  Gregory's 
powder  had  lost  none  of  its  medicinal  properties. 

Mr.  S.  Daymond,  manager  of  the  shop,  said,  in  compound- 
ing the  powder  he  used  rhubarb,  ginger,  and  light  calcined 
magnesia  in  the  proportions  set  out  in  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia. The  powder  was  made  in  May.  During  the  process 
of  mixing  the  ingredients  were  necessarily  exposed  to  the 
air.  The  effect  of  exposure  to  the  air  upon  light  magnesia 
was  that  it  absorbed  carbonic-acid  gas  and  became  carbon- 
ised. He  did  not  see  how  that  could  bs  avoided,  as  the 
powder  had  to  be  mixed  in  an  open  mortar.  In  answer  to 
the  Magistrate,  witness  said  the  difference  in  value  between 
light  magnesia  and  official  carbonate  of  magnesia  was  Is.  Id. 
or  Is.  2d.  a  pound.  Both  kinds  were  kept  in  stock.  Cal- 
cined became  carbonate  upon  exposure,  but  he  could  not  fix 
the  time  in  which  the  change  would  take  place. 

Mr.  S.  Rees,  an  assistant  at  the  shop,  said  he  had  never 
seen  anything  but  light  magnesia  used  at  the  shop  in  the 
preparation  of  Gregory's  powder. 

Mr.  F.  Davis,  Principal  of  the  Imperial  College  of  Che- 
mistry, supported  the  defence,  stating  that  carbonating 
s  might  ensue  during  mixing,  but  the  powder  lost  none  of  its 
medicinal  properties  by  the  change.  In  reply  to  the 
Magistrate  witness  said  he  would  expect  to  find  15  per  cent, 
of  carbonate  present.  The  larger  proportion  was  due  probably 
to  the  powder  being  kept  too  long.  The  defendant  was  fined 
40s.  and  12s.  6d.  costs. 


Aboetive  Olive-oil  Peosecutions. 

At  Ash  ford  (Kent)  Police  Court,  on  August  23,  Horace 
Brisscnden,  grocer,  Kingsnorth,  was  summoned  for  selling  as 
olive  oil  a  substance  consisting  entirely  of  cottonseed  oil. 
Mr.  H.  J.  Bracher,  for  the  defence,  contended  that  the 
analyst's  certificate  was  bad,  inasmuch  as  he  gave  an 
alternative  opinion.  He  said  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
sample  was  one  of  adulterated  olive  oil  or  one  consisting  of 
100  per  cent,  of  foreign  ingredients.  That  alternative,  he 
urged,  must  prove  fatal  to  the  prosecution,  for  the  sample 
could  not  be  one  of  adulterated  oil,  neither  were  there  any 
foreign  ingredients,  as  it  consisted  wholly  of  pure  cotton- 
seed oil.  He  submitted,  further,  that  the  case  must  fail,  as 
the  third  part,  held  by  the  prosecutor,  had  not  been  produced 
at  the  trial,  as  provided  by  the  Act.  The  Bench  dismissed 
the  case.  A  similar  prosecution  against  Edward  Simmonds, 
!  of  Mersham,  was  likewise  dismissed. 
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An  Ancient  Claim. 

At  the  March  (Cambs)  County  Court  on  August  16,  Gale  & 
Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  Fleet  Street,  E.C.,  sued  Dr.  Daniel, 
Chatteris,  for  13/.  "lOs.  lOd.  for  goods  supplied  in  1890 
and  1891.  Mr.  King  appeared  for  plaintiffs  and  Mr. 
Kuston  for  defendant.  Mr.  King  said  his  Honour  would 
observe  that  defendant  had  pleaded  the  Statute  of  Limita- 
tions, but  plaintiffs  were  determined  that  the  matter  should 
come  before  the  Court.  Mr.  Ruston  stated  that  the  plea  was 
made  because  defendant  had  no  doubt  that  he  had  discharged 
the  claim,  but  owing:  to  the  lapse  of  time  he  could  not 
produce  receipts.  His  Honour  said  the  claim  must  be 
proved,  and  Mr.  King  replied  that  he  had  no  witnesses  from 
the  plaintiffs'  firm,  but  defendant  had  been  subpoenaed  to  give 
evidence.  Dr.  Daniel  was  then  called,  and  stated  that  he 
dealt  with  the  plaintiffs  in  1890  and  1891  through  their 
traveller.  To  the  best  of  his  recollection  he  had  paid  him. 
Witness  was  at  that  time  practising  at  Harling,  near 
Petersfield.  All  papers  connected  with  his  transactions  with 
plaintiffs  had  been  destroyed.  His  Honour  gave  judgment 
for  defendant  with  costs  on  the  ground  that  plaintiffs  had 
not  proved  their  claim  and  not  because  defendant  had 
pleaded  the  Statute. 

Notice  to  Chemists'  Assistants. 

The  Custom  of  the  Teade. 
On  August  18,  before  Judge  Raikes,  at  the  Barnsley  County 
Court,  Charles  Parker,  chemist,  now  at  Malton,  sued  Jas. 
Gray,  solicitor,  Barnsley,  for  81.  16s.  for  wages  and  commis- 
sion in  lieu  of  notice  for  wrongful  dismissal.  Mr.  John 
Carrington  was  for  the  plaintiff,  and  said  the  defendant  took 
charge  of  a  chemist's  business  in  Queen  Street,  Barnsley,  and 
in  April  engaged  the  plaintiff  as  manager  at  a  salary  of  21. 
per  week  and  a  commission  of  2\  per  cent,  on  the  takings. 
There  was  no  agreement  as  to  notice,  but  the  custom  of  the 
trade  was  one  month's  notice.  Pl-iintiff  was  at  the  shop 
until  June  8,  when  defendant  came  there,  and  something  was 
said  respecting  the  price  of  paints  and  brushes.  Plaintiff 
said  he  could  not  tell  their  value.  Defendant  told  plaintiff 
he  did  not  understand  his  business,  whereupon  plaintiff 
replied  that  if  he  was  not  satisfied  defendant  could  give  him  [ 
a  month's  notice.  However,  defendant  said  he  would  show  I 
him  what  he  could  do,  and  dismissed  him  at  once,  paying 
him  11.  4s.,  his  wages  and  commission  up  to  date.  The 
commission  was  about  4s.  per  week.  Plaintiff  told  the 
defendant  he  should  require  a  month's  notice.  PlaiDtiff  bore  j 
out  this  in  evidence,  and,  cross-examined  by  the  defendant, 
said  the  latter  told  him  the  business  might  be  continued  five 
or  six  months  or  five  or  six  years.  Witness,  re-examioed, 
said  the  defendant  offered  him  a  sovereign  to  part  as  friends. 
Arthur  Wright,  apprentice,  corroborated,  and  evidence  was 
given  as  to  custom.  The  defence  was  that  plaintiff  offered 
to  leave  without  any  notice,  and  that  the  position  was  only 
temporary.  His  Honour  held  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  his 
month's  wages,  but  not  commission,  and  gave  a  verdict  for 
5/.  16s.  in  addition  to  21.  4s.  paid  into  court. 


Chemist  and  Corporation. 

At  the  Blackpool  County  Court  on  August  17,  before  Judge 
Coventry,  Mr.  James  Turnbull,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Blackpool,  claimed  from  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses 
of  the  Corporation  of  Blackpool  3/.  6s.  8d.  damages  for  a 
broken  plate-glass  window.  It  appeared  that  last  March 
Mr.  Turnbull  was  having  the  electric  light  fixed  in  his 
premises  by  the  Free  Wiring  Company,  and  when  it  was 
ready  for  connecting  to  the  town's  supply  the  Corporation 
was  informed.  It  was  duiing  the  time  that  the  road  in 
front  of  the  plaintiff's  establishment  was  being  broken  up 
for  a  trench  that  the  plaintiff's  shop-window  was  broken  by 
a  flying  stone.  Mr.  Butterworth,  solicitor,  who  appeared  for 
the  Corporation,  said  that  that  body  were  prepared  to  make 
good  the  damage  which  their  workmen  had  done,  but  he  con- 
tended that  the  window  was  not  broken  by  them  at  all.  The 
trench  alluded  to  was  made  in  the  morning,  and  the  plaintiff 
alleged  that  the  window  was  broken  during  the  afternoon. 
He  also  contended  that  the  plaintiff's  estimate  of  the 
damage  was  too  much  by  11.  The  Judge,  however,  gave  a 
verdict  in  favour  of  the  plaintiff  for  the  amount  claimed, 
with  costs. 


IRcw  Companies  &  Company  mews. 


Gas   and   Sulphate  Phoduceb  (Limited)  Capital 

30, 000/.,  in  11.  shares.  Objects:  To  enter  into  an  agreement 
with  the  Patent  Oxide  Syndicate  (Limited),  and  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  a  gasworks  company  and  of  chemical  and 
dye-stuff  manufacturers.  Registered  offics,  45  Market 
Street,  Bermondsey,  S.E. 

John  Gosnell  &  Co.  (Limited). — Capital  50,000/.,  in  11. 
shares.  Obiects  :  To  acquire  the  business  of  "John  Gosnell 
&  Co.,"  of  93  Upper  Thames  Street,  London,  E.C.,  to  enter 
into  an  agreement  with  Charles  A.  Gosnell  and  Charles  P. 
Gosnell,  and  to  manufacture,  sell,  and  deal  in  perfumes,  soap, 
essences,  brushes,  bottles,  and  other  toilet  articles.  The  first 
directors  are  Charles  A.  Gosnell,  Charles  P.  Gosnell,  and 
i  Thomas  Turketine. 

J.  Mangee  &  Son  (Limited).— Capital  10,000/.,  in  101. 
shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  bu?inesscs  at  57o  High  Street, 
Kingsland,  at  Ridley  Road,  Dalston,  and  elsewhere,  as 
I  "  John  Alexander  Manger  " ;  at  Farringdon  Road,  as  "  John 
Herbert";  and  at  St.  Stephen's  Road,  Bow,  a9  "J.  Manger  & 
Son,"  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  salt  and  soda  manu- 
facturers, drysalters,  &c.  Registered  office,  57d  High 
Street,  Kingsland. 

Moss,  Rimmington  &  Co.  (Limited). — Capital  40,000/ , 
in  1/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business 
of  manufacturers  of  mustard,  anti-rheumatic  mustard  oil, 
chicory,  biking-powder,  machine  and  shoe  threads,  &c , 
carried  on  by  John  Foster,  Cornelius  Rimmington,  and 
Robert  W.  Foster,  at  the  Portholme  and  West  Riding  Mills, 
Selby,  Yorks,  as  "Moss,  Rimmington  &  Co.''  Registered 
office,  Portholme  and  West  Riding  Mills,  Selby,  Yorks. 

Newfoundland  Fish  Inddsteies  (Limited).— Capital 
250,000/.,  in  1/.  shares  (70,000  6/.-per-cent.  cumulative- 
preference).  Objects  :  To  enter  into  an  agreement  with  the- 
International  Industrial  Syndicate  (Limited)  to  acquire 
patents  connected  with  the  capture,  treatment,  and  storage 
of  fish,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  volenite  manufac- 
turers, fishermen,  fish-talesmen,  smack  tnd  trawl  owners,  oil 
extractors  and  merchants,  chemical  and'  other  manure 
manufacturers,  chemical- workers,  &c.  Registered  office,  16, 
St.  Helen's  Place,  London,  E.C. 

Roberts'  Cash  Deug-stores  (Limited). — Capital  5,000/. 
in  1/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists, 
druggists,  analytical  chemists,  and  manufacturers  cf  and 
dealers  in  pharmaceutical  and  chemical  preparations,  com- 
pounds, drugs,  oils,  fats,  soaps,  &c.  The  first  subscribers 
(each  with  one  share)  are : — Henry  W.  Norris,  51-  Billite? 
Buildings,  EC,  buyer;  Thomas  M.  Cattermoul,  5  South- 
View,  Church  Road,  Manor  Park,  E.,  stationer;  Arthur  F. 
Gardner,  11  Salisbury  Road,  Forest  Gate,  E.,  merchant  -T 
Louis  Storey,  4  Harriss  Place,  Oxford  Street,  W.,  advertising 
agent ;  C.  Giles,  218  High  Street,  Poplar,  E.,  timber-mer- 
chant;  Henry  Bennett,  1a  Bury  Street,  E.C,  dining-room 
keeper ;  Frank  F.  Perry,  3  Stepney  Green,  E.,  clerk.  The 
subscribers  are  to  appoint  the  first  directors.  Qualification, 
one  share.  Remuneration,  one  '  guinea  each  per  board 
meeting  attended,  and  5/.  per  cent,  of  the  net  profits, 
divisible. 


Lewis  &  Bueeows  (Limited).— On  the  morning  of  the 
meeting  of  this  company,  reported  last  week,  a  letter- 
appeared  in  the  Financial  News  from  Mr.  R.  Maconochie, 
the  late  secretary  of  the  company,  stating  that  he  resigned 
his  position  just  before  the  last  general  meeting  "in  conse- 
quence of  certain  facts  coming  to  my  knowledge  which  satis- 
tied  me  that  some  of  the  directors  were  acting  in  a  manner 
which,  to  put  it  mildly,  was  detrimental  to  the  interests  of 
the  shareholders."  Mr.  Maconochie  alleged,  first,  that  the 
stock  of  the  company  had  been  valued  at  at  least  1,000/.  too 
much,  and,  secondly,  he  suggested  that  the  figures 
of  the  report  were  communicated  before  they  were 
issued  to  the  shareholders  to  a  firm  of  stock- 
brokers. Mr.  Maconochie  [said  the  directors  had  agreed 
to  the  reduction  of  the  stock  figures  on  his  threat  to- 
circularise  the  shareholders.    The  chairman  of  the  company 
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was  asked  to  reply  to  these  allegations  at  the  meeting  last 
week.  He  said  that  when  Mr.  Maconochie  brought  the  matter 
before  the  Board  the  directors  requested  him  to  prepare  a 
statement  in  support  of  his  allegations,  and  the  meeting  was 
adjourned  accordingly.  To  their  surprise,  Mr.  Maconochie 
resigned.  The  difference  in  the  valuation  of  the  stock,  he 
stated,  arose  in  this  way.  They  received  an  extra  2£  per  cent, 
on  certain  articles  which  thev  bought  largely,  and  it  seemed 
that,  in  taking  stock  in  1897,  they  bad  not  taken  account 
of  this  extra  discount.  It  was  open  to  question  whether  this 
should  be  allowed,  or  whether  the  stock  should  be  taken 
at  its  actual  market  value. 

Eastman's  Photographic  Materials  Company 
(Limited). — An  extraordinary  meeting  of  this  company 
was  held  at  Winchester  House,  E  C,  on  August  23.  Mr. 
Andrew  Pringle,  who  presided,  explained  that  the  meeting 
had  been  called  to  approve  of  an  agreement  adopted  at  the 
last  general  meeting  for  the  tale  of  the  compat>y  to  Mr.  ! 
George  Eastman,  under  a  scheme  for  the  amalgamation  of 
all  subsidiary  companies,  on  terms  which  had  been  discussed 
and  approvtd  of  at  the  annual  meeting,  and  from  which 
there  was  now  no  material  change.  He  read  a  number  of 
letters  from  shareholders  approving  of  the  scheme,  and 
in  most  cases  asking  why  the  cash  payment  for  shaies  had 
been  dropped  since  the  last  meeting.  He  explained  that 
Mr.  Eastman  was  to  give  equivalent  shares  in  the  new  com- 
pany for  those  in  the  old  companies,  and  that,  while  they 
need  not  expect  20  per  cent,  dividends  for  over,  there  was 
a  reasonable  prospect  of  the  amalgamation  doing  at  Wst 
as  well  as  the  separate  flotations.  Having  foimally  moved 
approval  of  the  scheme,  Mr.  Spiller  seconded  the  motion, 
and  said  he  was  a  purchaser  of  original  shares  at  10/.,  and 
for  each  share  he  would  receive  one  in  the  new  concern, 
valued  at  20/.  10s.,  and  that  10s.,  he  believed,  was  the 
countermaik  to  Mr.  Eastman  for  underwiiting  the  shares. 
In  answer  to  questions,  the  Chairman  said  the  new  company 
would  probably  be  on  the'  same  lines  as  the  old  one,  and 
that  the  directors  of  the  dissolving  concern  had  signified 
their  willingness  to  serve  on  the  new  venture — they  wtre  so 
well  satisfied  with  the  soundness  of  the  business.  Mr. 
Martin  said  beat  present  held  200  ordinary  11.  and  1C0/. 
preference  shares— his  holding  being  equal  to  300/. — and  for  1 
this  he  received  annually  60/.  Under  the  proposed  sale  he 
would  only  receive  24/.,  and  he  wanted  to  know  why  he 
should  be  asked  to  make  an  annual  present  of  36/.  to  Mr. 
Eastman.  Mr.  Jay,  replving,  said  ihe  speaker  was  in  error. 
He  (Mr.  Jay)  held  1,000/.  preference  shares,  on  which  he 
received  annually  100/. ;  under  the  new  scheme  he  would 
receive  120/.  The  motion  was  carried  with  one  dissentient, 
and  it  was  also  passed  at  subsequent  meetings  of  the  prefer- 
ence and  oidioary  shareholders. 


flDaulaocs. 


Claek— Raimes.—  On  August  24,  at  St.  Stephen's  Parish- 
Church,  Edinburgh,  Mr.  Richard  Claik,  of  the  firm  of 
Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  to  Mrs.  Raimes, 
widow  of  the  late  Mr.  Raimes. 

Curham — Merry. — On  August  16,  at  St.  Mathias  Church 
Dublin,  by  the  Rev.  Charles  Dowse,  M.A.,  Herbert  E.  Curham, 
younger  son  of  Mr.  Samuel  Curham,  M.P.S.I.,  proprietor  of 
the  Portobello  Pharmacy,  South  Richmond  Street,  Dublin,  to 
Clara,  youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  William  Merry,  3  Charlemont 
Mall,  Portobello. 

Roper  Bignell. — On  August  17,  at  St.  Matthew's 
Church,  Stonehouse,  by  the  Rev.  W.  Robinson,  vicar,  F.  A. 
Roper,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Plymouth,  to  Kate,  second 
daughter  of  Mr.  George  Carter  Bignell,  of  Stonehouse. 


©catbs. 

Cook.— At  Woodford  House,  Woodford  Green,  on  August21, 
of  heat  apoplexy,  Mr.  Edward  Rider  Cook,  J.P.,  principal  of 
the  firm  of  Edward  Cook  &  Co.,  East  London  Soapworks, 
Bow  Aged  62.  Mr.  Cook  was  born  in  London  and  educated 
at  the  City  of  London  School  and  University  College  where 


he  took  various  prizes  in  chemistry.  He  was  well  known 
among  chemical-manufacturers,  for  some  years  honorary 
treasurer  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  and  in  1891. 
was  elected  President  of  the  Society.  Mr.  Cook  was  the- 
representative  of  Poplar  for  many  years  on  the  Metropolitan 


Board  of  Woiks,  and  at  the  election  of  1885  he  was  returned 
to  the  House  of  Commons  as  Liberal  member  for  West  Hanu 
defeating  Mr.  Forrest  Fulton.  In  1886,  however,  he  was  in 
turn  beaten  by  Mr.  Fulton.  The  deceased  gentleman  was 
well  known  throughout  the  county  of  Essex,  and  was  a 
magistrate  for  Essex,  Middlesex,  and  London. 

McCallum. — The  death,  on  June  30,  is  reported  from 
Hong-Kong  of  Mr.  Hugh  McCallum,  pharmaceutical  chemist-, 
in  his  46th  year.  Mr.  McCallum  was  a  native  of  Banffshire, 
and  served  his  apprenticeship  in  that  county,  after  which 
he  had  experience  in  Edinburgh,  and  passed  the  Major  exam- 
ination there.  In  1878  he  was  appointed  by  the  Admiralty 
dispenser  at  the  Civil  Hospital,  Hong-Korg,  to  which  was 
subsequently  added  the  appointment  of  ofhoial  analyst,  and 
he  discharged  the  duties  of  both  positions  so  well  that  in 
1883  he  was  promoted  to  be  Secretary  of  the  Sanitary  Board, 
and  ultimately  Sanitary  Superintendent,  positions  which  he 
held  at  his  death.  While  he  was  analyst  Mr.  McCallum  in- 
vestigated a  number  of  subjects  connected  with  pharma- 
ceutical chemistry,  particularly  the  qualities  of  opium  used 
for  smoking,  and  in  papers  communicated  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Great  Britain  in  1883  he  showed,  for  the 
first  time,  that  the  finest  smokicg-opiums  invariably  contain 
the  minimum  of  morphine,  also  that  the  smoke  is  destitute- 
of  that  alkaloid,  and  that  the  residue  contains  almost  as 
i  large  a  percentage  of  unaltered  morphine  as  to  justify  the 
conclusion  that  but  a  small  proportion  of  it  is  destroyed  in 
the  smoking-process.  Mr.  McCallum  also  called  attention  to- 
the  saponin-richness  of  the  residual  cake  obtained  in  making 
tea-oil,  which  cake  is  used  in  China  for  washing-purposes 
and  as  a  fish-poison.  Since  his  appointment  to  the  Sanitary 
Office  Mr.  McCallum  had  done  little  in  connection  with 
pharmacy. 

Stuart.—  On  August  15,  Mr.  J.  E.  Stuart,  pharmaceutical! 
chemist,  late  of  180  Bond  Street,  W.   Aged  88. 
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99 


MBRO 


in  bottles  to  retail  at 

1./-,  and 


i/6. 


AND  OTHSR 


DISINFECTANTS 

SULPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES  (Patent) 

6d.,  9d.,  and  1/-  each. 
PRESERVED  PEROXIDE    OP  HYDROGEN 

(Patent). 

MOTH  PAPER,  BLOCKS  AND  CRYSTALS. 
WEED  DESTBOYER,  &o.  &o. 

THE  SANITAS  CO.,  LIMITED,  BETHNAL  CREEN,  LONDON- 

and  636-642  W.  55  Street,  NEW  YORK. 


66 


99 


WEED  KILLER 

(Powder  or  Liquid), 

extensively  Advertised.  Safely  Packed.  Best  Make  to 
8aUL  Liberal  Terms.  Attractive  Advertising  Matter. 

ONLY  MAKERS — 

TOMLINSON  &  HAYWARD, 
Mint  Street  Chemical  Works,  LINCOLN. 


MALTED  MILK 

FOR 

Imimmtm  &  Invalid** 

Send  Trade  Card  and  ask  for  a  supply  of  "  FREDDY'S 
DIARIES  " ;  they  will  please  your  Customers. 


34  FABRINGDON   ROAD,  E.G. 


's  Fluid. 


IEVEN  INJUNCTIONS 


FARRINGDON    ROAD,    LONDON,  E.C. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

1  C  /  *  1          Finest  Pure           l-jj  (h  /  >f" 

IO/  owt.fl    STARCH    POWDER    i  I  xf  /  owt 

No.  2  Pare 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

14/.SV 

H   No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure  IfiC/ 
Iprecipitated  CHALK'.AJ/  cwt 

HEST 

CLEANED  LINSEED 

15/  cwt 

ij            No.  2  Pure            jifj-j  /  * 
iPPECIPITATED  CHALK  £.  1  /  owt 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Llnht  Colour) 

15/  cwt. 

"WHITE    EARTH"     l—  _  ,  aj 
J  Specially  prepared  for  ,T  R  /  v. 
\        Toilet  purposes.         |  ■  W/  OWt. 

No.  2  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 

1  2  /  owt. 

1            F'inebt  Pure           B  ig% 
jTOILET  oatmeal,  SPECIAL  I/O  lb' 

Pure 
LIQUORICE 

,/10lb' 

Beit  Pure            ITS!  lb  ■  lr' 
j        ARROWROOT        1/ Si  tins. 

>fr  OAIUUAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  200  miles  o(  London  (or 
allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  of  112  lbs.  and 
upwards  of  above  articles.  Smaller  parcels  delivered  free  on  rail  London 
at  aboveprlceB. 

With  damages  and  costs,  have  been 
obtained  against  Chemists  selling  a 
liquid  not  manufactured  by  Condy  and 
Mitchell,  Ltd.,  in  execution  of  orders  for 
"CONDY'S  FLUID." 


LCOX   &  CO., 

33  Mortimer  Street,  LONDON, 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF    PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES. 


FRENCH'M 
PROPRIETARY  MEDICINES 


ORDERS    PROMPTLY    EXECUTED.       LOWEST  PRICES. 


WE    HAVE    NO  TERRORS 


FOR    THOSE    WHO  USE 


FLETCHERS' 
CONCENTRATED  LIQUORS. 


Bbitorial  Comments. 


Canada  as  a  Customer. 

The  Canadian  expeiiment  of  a  preferential  tariff  to  the 
Mother  Country — not  because  she  is  the  Mother  Country,  but 
because  she  gives  to  Canada  the  freest  market  for  her  pro- 
ducts—'will  be  regarded  in  the  future  as  one  of  Ihe  most 
interesting  chapters  of  commercial  history  ;  and  commerce 
is  making  a  great  deal  of  modern  history  nowadays.  With 
our  Ambassadors  and  Consuls  watching  markets  and  collect 
ing  samples,  our  Admirals  going  out  as  commercial  travellersj 
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.and  our  Cabinet  Ministers  compiling  trade  journals,  business 
is  fast  pushing  dynasties,  creeps,  liberties,  and  empire — the 
things  we  u-ed  to  fight  for— into  the  background.  For  the 
.moment  the  Eastern  markets  are  attracting  most  attention  ; 
but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that,  in  their  anxiety  about  China, 
•manufacturers  will  not  overlook  the  open  door  in  the  Westi 
whither  our  amiable  daughter  of  the  North  American  con- 
tinent is  beckoning  them. 

What  is  the  possibility  which  Canada  offers  to  British 
manufacturers  !  In  the  year  ending  June  30,  1897,  Canada 
imported  goods  of  the  declared  value  of  $111  294,021.  Of 
these,  $66,220,765  worth  were  dutiable  (generally  manufac- 
tured goods)  and  $45  073,256  worth  were  free  (generally 
raw  goods).  Great  Britain  supplied  26J  per  cent,  of  the 
total,  the  United  States  55  j  per  cent.,  and  all  other  countries 
18  per  cent.  A  certain  proportion — something  like  half — of 
the  imports  from  the  United  States  and  other  countries  are 
beyond  the  reach  of  our  rivalry.  We  cannot  offer  teat 
coffee,  tobacco,  cotton,  or  many  raw  drugs,  for  example. 
This  will  exclude  something  like  half  of  Canada's  imports 
•from  our  reach,  but  there  still  remains  some  forty  million 
dollars'  worth  of  business,  or  8,000, 000Z.  worth,  which,  with 
the  advantageous  tariff,  British  manufacturers  ought  to  have 
n  good  try  for. 

The  drug-trade  does  not  figure  for  a  large  proportion  of 
this.    At  least  the  amount  seems  small  when  compared  with 
"the  grand  total.    Canada's  purchases  of  goods  classified  as 
"  drugs,  dyes,  chemicals,  and  medicines,"  have  averaged  close 
■on  #3,000,000  per  annum  during  the  past  ten  years.  Last 
year  the  exact  value  returned  was  $2  917,753.    Of  this  Great 
Britain  did  $868,691  worth, 'the  United  States  $1,429,038 
worth,  and  all  other  countries  combined  $620,024  worth. 
The  worst  feature  of  these  statistics  is  (or  rather  was  up  to 
June,  1897)  that  Great  Britain's  trade  with  Canada  was  a 
.gradually  declining  one,  while  the  United  States  had  been 
elowly  but  steadily  advancing.  According  to  the  telegraphed 
summary  of  the  trade  statistics  up  to  the  end  of  last  June, 
■the  anticipated  improvement  had  set  in.    Canada's  total  im- 
ports during  the  fiscal  year  1897-98   had   increased  by 
$21,000,000,  to  $140,305  950,  and  purchases  from  Great 
Britain  had  increased  by  some  $3,000,000.    Still,  however, 
our  proportionate  share  in  the  business  was  falling,  notwith- 
standing the  12i-  per  cent,  of  tariff  advantage  which  was 
accorded  to  us  last  year,  while  the  United  States  still 
further  improved  her  statistical  position.    In  1897-98  Great 
Britain  supplied  23-|  per  cent,  of  Canada's  imports,  the 
United  States  61|  per  cent.,  and  the  rest  of  the  world  only 
15  per  cent.  Now  we  are  getting  a  tariff  preference  of  25  per 
cent.,  and  this  must  surely  turn  the  scale  in  our  favour. 

Of  course,  beyond  the  drugs,  chemicals,  dyes,  &c,  quoted 
above,  there  are  many  articles  sold  by  druggists  which  come 
•under  other  sections  of  the  classification.  The  value  of 
these  it  would  be  impossible  to  pick  out,  but  it  is  clear 
that  it  is  in  them  that  the  best  chances  for  developing  trade 
are  to  be  foutd.  Obviously,  however,  much  depends  on  Cana. 
dian  disposition  and  British  enterprise.  To  ascertain  the 
tnclination  of  the  Canadian  drug-trade  towards  us,  and  to 
discover  in  what  direction  lie  the  chances  of  business,  we 
have,  as  we  have  already  stated,  despatched  a  commissioner 
to  the  Dominion,  and  his  letters  are  now  appearing  in  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist.  •  Firms  interested,  who  read  these, 
will  be  able  to  gather  hints  of  value.  Of  special  value,  too, 
is  the  letter  from  a  Halifax  chemist  published  in  our  cor- 
respondence section  this  week,  showing  what  home  manu- 
facturers have  to  do  if  they  want  to  secure  their  fair  share 
of  the  Canadian  demand.  The  writer  is  a  representative 
of  the  class  who  want  to  extend  business-relations  with 
Greit  Bri'a:r,  and  he  sees  no  reason  why  Canadian  drug- 


gists should  not  give  the  preference  to  England  for 
galenicals,  surgical  appliances,  chemical  apparatus,  glass- 
ware, toilet-soapi,  perfumes,  brushes,  combs,  and  druggists' 
sundries  generally.  But  if  British  manufacturers  care  lo 
cater  for  this  trade  they  must  give  careful  atteatiin 
to  the  suggestions  which  "  Canuck  "  offers.  They 
must  cultivate  relations  with  the  retailers  by  adver- 
tisements and  travellers,  they  should  prepare  price-lists  in 
Canadian  currency,  they  must  despatch  orders  with  promp- 
titude, and  they  should  try  to  meet  Canaciun  requirements 
in  the  way  of  prices  and  get-up.  Another  suggestion  may 
be  added  here  from  our  Commissioner's  letter.  The  person 
responsible  for  the  despatch  of  the  goods  should  get  soma 
idea  of  the  geography  of  Canada.  It  must  have  been  some 
what  annoying  for  the  druggist  who  ventured  on  sending  an 
order  to  England  from  Halifax,  to  have  the  package  sent  to 
him  via  Montreal,  involving  railway  carriage  of  900  miles, 
although  there  are  steamers  running  direct  to  Halifax,  the 
best  harbour  on  the  East  Coast  of  North  America.  The  proxi- 
mity of  U.S.  manufacturers  must,  of  course,  tell  against  us, 
but  this  disadvantage  can  be  met  by  getting  the  established 
wholesale  firms  in  the  Dominion  to  stock  British  lines,  and, 
at  any  rate,  it  need  not  be  made  worse  by  deliberate  delays 
and  carelessness  in  the  fulfilment  of  orders. 

One  statement  in  our  Commissioner's  report  from  New- 
foundland was  very  striking.  He  found  that  tinctures  were 
generally  bought  ready  made,  and  were  mostly  imported 
from  Germany.  This  surely  looks  as  if  our  wholesale 
druggists  have  not  been  very  diligent  in  the  u^e  of  the 
concession  made  to  them  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue, 
at  least  in  that  particular  corner  of  the  world. 


Java  Quinine. 

Trouble  looms  ahead  for  the  makers  of  it.  We  hear  that  a 
meeting  of  the  shareholders  of  the  Bandoeng  quinine-factory 
is  to  be  held  in  Samatangon  December  14,  1898.  to  consider 
the  following  propositions  of  the  directors: — (1)  To  dismiss 
Mr.  H.  J.  Van  Prehn,  technical  director;  (2)  to  determine 
the  conditions  of  his  dismissal :  (3)  to  alter  the  articles  of 
association  so  that  in  future  the  management  will  consi-t 
of  one  managing  director  and  three — or,  at  most,  foui — 
ordinary  directors.  The  immediate  cause  of  the  fiiction 
between  Mr.  Van  Prehn  and  his  co-directors  seems  to  be  the 
failure  of  the  former's  scheme  of  co-operation  between  the 
quinine-works  and  the  planters.  Full  details  of  the  agree- 
ment, on  the  basis  of  which  co-operation  was  desired,  were 
published  in  cur  issue  of  May  21.  In  practice  the  scheme  is 
found  to  be  unworkable,  a  good  many  planters  objecting  to 
the  condition  that  the  quinine  should  be  consigned  to  a  firm 
appointed  solely  by  the  works,  without  consulting  the 
planters.  The  almost  general  opinion  is  that  the  bark  should 
be  purchased  for  cash  by  the  works,  instead  of  paying  a  fixed 
manufacturing  charge  and  a  percentage  of  the  net  proceeds 
of  the  quinine.  It  has  also  been  found  more  profitable  to 
sell  the  bark  at  the  Amsterdam  auctions  than  to  forward  it 
to  the  Bandoeng  works.  The  result  is  that  not  one  single 
planter  has  accepted  the  terms  of  the  agreement.  Under  these 
conditions.and  threatened  bytheerection  of  competingquinine- 
works  in  Java,  Mr.  Van  Prehn  devised  other  means  for  suc- 
cessful co  operation  between  the  planters  and  the  Bandoerjg 
works,  and  formulated  the  proposals  that  three-fourths  of 
the  usual  annual  production  of  Java  bark  should  be  ex- 
ported to  Europe,  and  the  remaining  founh  be  manufactured 
in  Java  for  consumption  in  Asia  and  Australia.  This  would 
necessitate  the  extension  of  the  Bandoeng  works,  as  one- 
£0  irth  of  the  ordinary  yearly  production  represents  double 
the  quantity  of  quinine  that  c?.n  be  manufactured  at  present 
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at  Bandoeng.  Unfortunately,  Mr.  Van  Prehn  did  not  suc- 
ceed ;  had  he  done  so,  he  would  have  established  a  monopoly 
which,  on  the  basis  of  co-operation,  would  have  been 
profitable  both  to  the  Bandoeng  factory  and  the  planters. 
The  object  of  European  manufacturers  is  considered  to  be 
the  extinction  of  Java  competition,  and  they  may  succeed  in 
this  by  temporarily  increasing  the  price  of  the  bark,  so  that 
the  planters  will  find  it  more  profitable  to  export  their 
produce,  when  naturally  the  Bandoeng  works'would  stand 
idle  and  soon  come  to  grief.  Mr.  Van  Prehn,  who  is  at 
present  in  Europe,  is  fjghtiDg  against  this,  and  for  what  he 
believes  to  be  the  mutual  interest  of  planter  and  manufac- 
turer in  Java;  and  that,  in  his  absence,  his  colleagues 
should  have  made  arrangements  for  the  meeting  indicates 
as  well  a  ■  anything  how  happy  a  family  they  are  out  in 
Java,  and  how  effectually  they  will  kill  the  goose  if  they  do 
not  take  care. 


Ser  u  m = treat  men  t  Retrogress!  ng. 

Db.  McWalter  did  not  include  serum- therapeutics  in  his 
Conference  paper,  "Materia  Medica  Animalis,"  and  dis- 
pensers were  consequently  spared  some  peculiar  reflections, 
for  few  new  remedies  of  recent  years  have  given  them  so 
much  trouble  as  the  serums.  But  there  are  signs  that  serum- 
therapy  is  on  the  wane.  Perhaps  it  has  never  really  been  in 
the  ascendant  except  in  the  case  of  diphtheria-serum,  as  of 
the  half-doz3n  or  more  serum3  which  have  been  brought  for- 
ward none  of  them,  other  than  the  diphtheria  one,  have  gone 
far  beyon  1  the  ho  spital  or  experimental  stage.  It  is  peculiar 
that  the  principles  which  have  been  so  successful  in  produc- 
ing a  diphtheria-antitoxin  should  have  so  signally  failed  in 
nearly  every  other  toxin-disease.  We  refer  in  this  to  the  use 
of  the  remedies  in  general  medical  practice,  which  is  the 
ultimate  test  of  their  value,  and  which  requires  that  remedies 
for  critical  disorders  should  be  (L)  promptly  obtainable,  (2) 
constant  and  reliable  in  their  action,  and  (3)  so  safe  and 
certain  that  they  may  be  used  at  any  stage  of  the  disease. 
Diphtheria-serum  has  fulfilled  these  conditions— the  last  so 
well  that  it  is  administered  as  soon  as  the  disease  is  dia- 
gnosed. The  results  have  been  so  generally  good  that 
opposition  to  the  serum-treatment  has  almost  vanished  ;  yet 
physicians  know  that  the  new  treatment  has  made  common 
in  diphtheria-cases  a  terror  hitherto  comparatively  rare — 
viz.,  paralysis  of  various  centres.  It  appears  that  we  can 
never  be  certain  what  an  antitoxic  serum  will  do  at  the  same 
time  as  or  after  it  has  done  the  special  work  for  which  it  has 
been  administered,  and  the  observations  with  rinderpest, 
plague,  and  serpent-venom  serums  are  so  conflicting  that  it 
is  questionable  if  we  have  got  on  the  right  track  in  antitoxin- 
treatment.  Two  things  are  certain — viz  ,  that  streptococcic, 
tuberculous,  tetanic,  bubonic,  and  a  few  other  antitoxic 
serums  may  be  ranked  as  failures,  because  (1)  the 
immunity  which  they  confer  is  extremely  variable  in  degree 
and  brief  in  duration,  and  (2)  the  potency  of  the  serums  is  so 
short-lived  as  to  make  them  valueless  as  remedies  for  general 
practice  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  many  of  them  being  remote 
from  the  place  of  manufacture.  Diphtheria  antitoxic  serum 
is  iu  striking  contrast  with  these  others,  for  it  keeps  well  and 
can  virtually  be  made  any  strength  desired.  In  this  case^ 
however,  the  serum  has  bjen  so  much  used  since  its  dis- 
covery by  Dr.  Behring,  in  1894  that  its  properties  have  been 
determined  by  numerous  investigators. 

In  aiother  respect  we  regret  to  note  that  serum-treatment 
is  retrogressing — Dr.  Behring  obtained  from  the  United 
States,  on  June  21,  1898,  a  patent  for  his  diphtheria-anti- 
toxin. By  Dr.  Behring  we  mean  the  HOchst-Farbwerke 
vormals  Meister,  Lucius  &  Briining,  who  have  worked  Dr. 


i  Behring's  process  since  1895.  They  applied  for  a  U.S.  patent 
on  January  11,  1895,  but  it  was  refused,  and  on  four  occasions 
since  they  have  amended  the  specification  or  appealed, 
but  each  time  the  application  was  refused,  until  the  Board 
of  Appeals,  on  March  27,  finally  gave  way,  and  the  patent 
was  issued  on  June  21.  The  following  is  the  official 
abstract: — ■ 

606,042.    Diphtheria  Antitoxin  and  Process  of  Making  Same. — 
Emil  Behring,  Halle-on-the-Sasle,  Germany,  assignor  to  the 
Farbwerke,  vormals  Meister,  Lucius  &  Briining,  Hochst-on- 
the-Main,  Germany.     Filed  January  11,  1895.     Serial  No. 
534,577.    ( No  specimens.) 
Claim. — 1.  The  process  herein  described  of  producing  diphtheria- 
antitoxin,  which  consists  in  inoculating  horses  or  other  animals 
capable  of  being  infected  with  diphtheria  with  repeated  doses  of 
diphtheria-poison  or   living  diphtheria  bacilli  of  gradually  in- 
creasing quantity  and  strength,  so  as  to  immunise  them  and! 
form  in  the  blood  a  counter-poison  for  destroying  the  poison 
secreted  by  said  bacilli,  drawing  off  the  blood  from  said  animals,, 
separating  the  serum  from  the  blood-corpuscles,  and  concen- 
trating the  former  for  use,  substantially  as  set  forth. 

2.  As  a  new  substance,  diphtheria-antitoxin,  consisting  of 
the  concentrated  serum  of  the  blood  of  animals  treated  with 
diphtheria-poison,  and  having  the  characteristic  of  immunising 
test-animals  against  infection  with  diphtheria,  a7id  curing  them 
when  artificially  infected  with  diphtheria,  said  serum  containing 
a  counter-poison  having  the  property  of  destroying  the 
poison  secreted  by  the  diphtheria  bacilli,  substantially  as  set- 
forth. 

The  granting  of  a  patent  has  created  consternation  in  the 
American  drug-trade,  which  is  peculiarly  irritable  regarding 
the  patenting  in  the  United  States  of  medicines  for  which 
patents  have  been  refused  in  other  countries.  There  is  now 
an  outcry  against  the  Behring  movement,  which  is  accom- 
panied by  threats  to  fight  the  validity  of  the  patent  up  to 
the  highest  law  court,  and  allegations  that  Behring  did  not 
discover  diphtheria-antitoxic  serum.  We  confess  that 
while  regretting  the  Behring  process  has  been  patented,  the 
owners  of  it  have  done  nothing  novel  in  claiming  protection 
for  what  rights  there  may  be  in  it.  It  is  said  that  Roux  and 
Arenson  were  before  Behring,  but  this  is  wrong.  Roux  him- 
self stated  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  n  the  autumn  of 
1895,  when  praise  was  being  heaped  upon  him,  that  the 
credit  belonged  to  Behring  and  Loftier,  who  were  the  first 
to  inoculate  horses  with  gradually  increasing  doses  of 
diphtheria-toxins,  and  thereby  obtain  from  the  blood  a 
serum  which  presented  antitoxic  properties.  Up  to  1895 
several  diphtheria-antitoxins  were  in  use,  but  Behring's 
method  was  finally  adopted  by  all  manufacturers.  It  is  true 
that  the  method  involved  a  principle  previously  well  known, 
the  merit  of  Behring's  discovery  being  his  application  of  the 
principle  to  a  successful  culture-medium — the  horse.  Con- 
sidering Pasteur's  work  on  serum-immunisation,  we  question 
if  Dr.  Behring's  horses  are  entitled  to  patent  protection  ;  but 

!  the  process  by  which  he  prepares  the  serum  for  exhibition  in 
doses,  so  far  as  it  is  original  to  him,  is  as  much  entitled  to- 
protection  as  the  process  for  making  a  remedy  such  as 
antipyrin,  and  we  judge  from  the  fact  that  no  patent  has 
been  obtained  in  Germany  or  the  United  Kingdom  that  the 
originality  is  dubious.  At  any  rate,  concentration  of  the 
serum  is  now  done  in  the  animal  before  the  blood  is  drawn 
off,  not  outside  the  body,  as  Behring's  patent  demands  ;  and 
we  presume  that  the  patentees  have  adopted  the  newer 
method.  In  short,  diptheria-antitoxic  serum  is  now  pro- 
duced by  methods  which  are  an  advance  upon  the  one 
originally  described  by  Behring,  and  he  will  be  a  clever 

I  lawyer  who  will  convince  a  Court  that  the  original  and  the 
present  methods  are  identical. 


A  TRAVELLING   PHARMACEUTICAL  STUDENT. 

One  day  this  week  a  young  Swede  presented  himself  at 
this  office,  and  explained  that  he  was  the  holder  of  a 
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travelling  studentship,  granted  by  the  Society  of  Apothecaries 
of  Sweden,  aDd  had  come  to  England  for  two  or  three  weeks 
to  study  English  pharmacy.  His  name  was  Mr.  Axel 
Thimgren,  he  was  a  qualified  apothecary  and  had  been  one 
since  1889  (but  was  not  the  owner  of  a  pharmacy),  and  he 
had  been  selected  by  the  directors  of  the  Society  as  their 
travelling  student  for  this  year.  The  Society's  grant 
amounted  to  500  kroner,  equal  to  about  28/.  English  money. 
A  grant  of  this  kind,  we  understand,  is  made  by  the  Society 
every  year,  but  this  is  the  first  time  England  has  been  chosen 
as  the  field  of  study.  The  person  chosen  must  have  been 
qualified  for  at  least  six  years.  Mr.  Thimgren  is  required 
before  the  end  of  this  year  to  submit  a  report  of  his  studies 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Society,  expounding,  as  far  as  he  has 
been  able  to  learn,  the  pharmaceutical  aspects  of  the  country 
visited,  and  some  features  of  its  business  in  drugs  and  of  its 
chemical  industries.  We  have  planted  on  Mr.  Thimgren  a 
copy  of  our  Summer  Number  and  also  a  copy  of  our  report 
of  the  Belfast  meeting  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Con- 
ference, and  these  together,  we  hope,  will  enable  him  to 
represent  to  his  Society  the  business,  scientific,  and  social 
aspects  of  the  pharmacy  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

"35d." 

The  struggle  between  the  bookselling  trade  and  the  pub- 
lishers of  Harnuworth's  Magazine  for  a  reasonable  profit  has 
ended  in  a  virtual  victory  for  the  former,  who,  as  already 
mentioned  in  this  journal,  placed  a  halfpenny  upon  the  face- 
value  of  the  first  number.  The  second  number  has  been 
issued  by  the  publishers  prised  Z\d.,  and,  although  the 
wholesale  price  has  been  slightly  raised,  it  is  significant  that 
the  retailers'  price  has  been  adopted  by  the  publishers.  The 
result  shows  what  can  be  done  by  united  effort  and  well- 
directed  forces  in  the  deplorably  cut  rale  trade  of  book- 
selling. 

AMERICAN  ORTHOGRAPHY. 

The  following  are  the  rules  adopted  by  the  American 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science  upon  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Spelling,  appointed 
by  the  Chemical  Section  : — 

1.  Drop  final  c  in  names  of  chemicals  ending  in  ide,  and  pro- 
nounce "  id  "—as,  for  instance,  "  chlorid,"  "  bromid,"  "  iodid."  This 
avoids  confusion  with  the  terminal  ite,  as  in  "  chlorite."  Also 
write  and  pvouonnce  carbid,  hydrid,  anilid,  glycerid,  etc. 

2.  Drop  final  c  in  names  of  elements  and  compounds  ending  in 
l>ne,  as  chlorin,  glycerin,  &c.  This  rule,  it  will  be  noticed,  em- 
braces the  alkaloids. 

3.  Use  the  termination  r>7,  without  e,  and  pronouncing  short,  in 
the  case  of  specific  chemical  compounds,  exclusively  for  alcohols, 
such  as  phenol,  cresol,  glycol,  glycerol.  The  termination  ole,  pro- 
nounced long,  is  limited  to  preparations  that  are  not  alcohols, 
as  '"dole;  also  in  galenical  preparations,  as  glycerole. 

*•  la  sulphur  and  all  derivatives  therefrom  substitute  f  for ph 

WHO  ARE  SPONGES  ? 

One  of  the  most  serious  discussions  which  occupied  the 
International  Congress  of  Zoologists  which  has  been  held  at 
Cambridge  this  week  had  reference  to  the  exact  position  in  the 
social  scale  of  those  useful  poor  relations  of  ours,  the  sponge 
family.  How  far  are  they  below  us  ?  It  was  about  the 
middle  of  this  century  that  the  investigations  of  Professor 
Dujardin  and  of  Dr.  Dobie,  of  Chester,  established  the  claim 
of  sponges  to  a  place  in  the  animal  kingdom,  but  that  only 
begins  the  difficulty.  They  were  at  first  classified  as  Pro- 
tozoa, but  some  circumstances  about  their  cell-action  led 
Professor  Haeckel  to  include  them  among  the  Coelenterata. 
Whether  this  was  a  rise  or  a  fall  in  the  social  scale  we 
cannot  gather.  Mr.  Minchin  says  some  great  men  consider 
that  sponges,  though  Metazoa,  are  not  Coelenterata  ;  while 
others  believe  they  are  not  Metazoa  at  all,  but  have  been 
developed  independently.  He  himself  favours  the  theory  of 
the  independent  descent  of  the  sponges  from  the  Choano- 
flagellata.  Apparently,  they  are  a  sort  of  Red  Indians,  by  the 


names,  though  their  struggle  to  appear  something  better 
than  they  actually  are  is,  perhaps,  more  characteristic  of  the 
Aryan  race.  We  seem  to  be  getting  to  understand  them 
when  Professor  Haeckel  comes  along  with  a  further  ex- 
planation : — 

He  still  clung  to  the  Coelenterate  theory,  because  lie  thought 
that  the  remarkable  resemblance  between  the  blastula  stages 
of  sponges  and  of  admitted  Metazoa.  such  as  some  mollusca 
and  amphioxus,  proved  that  the  whole  metazoan  phylum  was 
monophyletic  in  origin. 

That  would  have  been  clear  enough,  and  would  have  con- 
vinced us;  but  Mr.  Saville  Kent  is  quite  as  confident  the 
other  way.    He  argued  that 

sponges  must  be  the  descendants  of  the  Choanoflagellata,  as 
the  collared  cells  of  the  two  groups  were  known  in  no  other 
animals,  and  agreed  so  precisely  that  they  must  be  homo- 
logous. He  sketched  cases  in  which  Choanoflagellata 
occurred  as  aggregates  of  collared  cells  resting  on  cells 
without  the  flagella,  and  thus  reproducing  the  typical  struc- 
ture of  the  walls  of  a  sponse  blastula.  He  urged  that 
workers  on  the  sponges  should  acquire  some  personal  ac- 
quaintance with  the  Choanoflagellata. 

That  is  good  advice,  but  if  the  zoologists  themselves  cannot 
tell  us  whether  a  sponge  is  a  Choanoflagellata  or  not,  how 
are  we  to  cultivate  the  acquaintance  of  that  interesting 
family?  Moreover,  assuming  the  sponges  are  Choano- 
flagellata, it  is  clear  they  are  a  thirsty  race,  and  if  we  go 
cultivating  their  personal  acquaintance  it  would  only  be 
polite  to  offer  them  something  differeat  from  water,  so  that 
the  courtesy  might  be  costly. 


personalities. 


Mb.  G.  C.  Drucb,  M.A.,  Oxford,  has  consented  to  open  the 
Winter  Session  of  the  Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association 
with  an  address. 

Mr.  Joseph  Hook  Bolton,  chemist  and  druggist,  of 
Southgats,  has  been  elected  Vics-Chairman  of  the  Edmonton 
and  Southgate  School  Board. 

Me.  Walter  Cbeeb  Austin,  chemist  and  druggist,  103 
St..  Mary  Street,  Southampton,  has  been  nominated  for  a 
casual  vacancy  on  the  Board  of  Guardians.  He  received 
fourteen  nomination-papers. 

Db.  Black  Jones's  paper  on  the  measurement  of  sunlight 
was  said  last  week  to  have  been  read  before  the  British 
Medical  Association  at  Edinburgh.  It  was,  we  are  in^ 
formed,  specially  prepared  for  the  Lancet. 

Mr.  Habey  Wyllie,  formerly  with  Mr.  John  Peebles, 
Kirkcaldy  and  Edinburgh,  traveller  of  Messrs.  T.  and  H. 
Smith  &  Co.,  is  at  present  home  on  six  months'  holiday  from 
Bombay,  where  during  the  last  five  years  he  has  been  in 
charge  of  one  of  the  leading  drug-stores. 

Me  F.  Pilkington  Sabgent's  latest  role  is  that  of  a 
story-teller.  He  writes  to  the  Spatula  about  a  student  of 
pharmacy  who  was  so  enamoured  of  the  B  Sc.  who  taught  her 
chemistry  that  when  she  came  to  be  examined  in  that 
subject  she  was  ploughed.  The  B.Sc.  and  Hymen  consoled 
her. 

A  Lancet  correspondent  says  he  was  interviewed  by  a 
man,  who  told  him  he  had  just  begun  business  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood and  was  desirous  of  the  medical  man's  patronage. 
The  man  turned  out  to  be  an  undertaker. 

Catalogues  foe  Canada. — The  Canadian  Minister  of 
Customs  has  issued  a  memorandum  stating  that  bond  fide 
trade- catalogues  and  price-lists  will  in  future  be  pasted 
through  the  mails  free  of  duty.  Not  more  than  three  of 
each  catalogue  may  be  sent  to  one  address,  and  the  conces- 
sion is  not  to  cover  almanacks  or  advertising-periodicals, 
or  printed  matter  designed  to  advertise  the  sale  of  goods  by 
any  person  in  Canada. 
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1Ro\>al  3rcstttute  of  public  Ibealtb. 

CONGRESS  IN  DUBLIN. 


AT  Dublin,  on  August  18,  the  Congress  of  the  Royal 
Institute  of  Puolic  Health  was  opened  at  Trinity 
College,  ami  the  same  day  the  Health  Exhibition  was  opened 
in  connection  in  the  Royal  University.  The  presidential 
address  was  delivered  by  Sir  Charles  A.  Cameron,  M.D., 
and  his  audience  numbered  close  on  one  thousand.  Follow- 
ing the  address  came  the  formal  opening  of  the  "Healtheries  " 
by  the  Lord- Lieutenant,  after  which  a  round  of  pleasures 
succeeded  for  the  remainder  of  the  day.  The  serious  business 
of  the  Congress  began  at  9  A  M.  on  Friday,  when  papers  were 
read  and  addresses  delivered  in  the  various  sections.  In  the 
departments  reserved  for  chemistry,  &c  ,  were  to  be  seen  a 
fairly  large  number  of  local  pharmacists.  Papers  on  "  The 
Adulteration  of  Food  and  Drugs"  and  "The  Distribution  of 
Poisons"  were  read  by  Messrs.  Tichborne  and  Downes  re- 
spectively. These  were  the  only  ones  having  direct  relation 
to  pharmacy.  The  Congress  closed  on  Tuesday  last;,  but  the 
Health  Exhibition  will  remain  open  until  August  27. 

Professor  Tichborne"s  paper  was  read  on  Saturday  last.  It 
was  entitled, 

The  Adultebation  op  Food  and  Deugs. 
The  author  began  by  referring  to  the  intention  of  the 
'Government  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Adultera- 
tion Acts.  There  was,  he  said,  a  general  consensus  of 
opinion  that  the  Acts  as  they  stand  are  unsatisfactory 
in  their  working.  Public  analysts,  retailers,  wholesale 
merchants,  and  manufacturers  are  all  dissatisfied  ;  whilst 
Somerset  House,  which  was  constituted  a  Court  of  Appeal  by 
the  Acts,  seems  to  be  anything  but  happy.  The  public, 
whom  it  really  most  concerns,  understand  very  little  about 
the  question.  He  wished  to  draw  attention  to  the  matter, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  avoid  becoming  the  partisan  of  any 
particular  side. 

Professor  Tichborne  gave  some  details  of  the  inquiry 
into  the  working  of  the  Acts  by  the  House  of  Commons' 
Committee,  which  continued  an  investigation  for  three  years, 
examired  sixty-eight  witnesses,  and  reported  in  1896 
Evidence  was  taken  from  every  standpoint.  Many  of  its 
special  recommendations  should  certainly  be  provided 
for  by  legislation.  But  one  particular  principle  Mr. 
Chaplin  seems  to  ignore.  It  is  the  backbone  of  the 
whole  question,  and  its  omission  makes  light  of  the  labours 
of  this  important  and  expensive  inquiry.  What  was  asked 
was  that  a  representative  Board  should  be  constructed  v»ho;e 
functions  should  be  to  determine  and  fix  the  standards  of 
the  limits  of  purity  and  other  questions  as  to  the  methods 
to  be  adopted.  This  question  of  the  Board  was  placed  by 
himself  (Professor  Tichborne)  before  the  Committee  in  1895, 
■  but  circumstances  prevented  him  giving  evidence  in  support 
.of  it  until  1896.  Meanwhile  Mr.  Otto  Hehner,  who  was 
..examined  a  few  days  before  him,  also  advocated  a  similar 
Board,  and,  as  he  was  supposed  to  be  the  mouthpiece  of  the 
Society  of  Public  Analysts,  his  evidence  came  with  great 
weight.  They  had  held  no  communication  with  each  other. 
The  merchants  who  felt  aggrieved  by  some  prosecutions 
looked  upon  such  a  Board  as  the  way  out  of  the  difficulty, 
and,  after  such  a  general  consensus  of  opinion,  the  Com- 
mittee ended  its  labours  by  reporting  that  this  was  the 
'  way  to  make  the  Acts  work  smoothly.  To  the  surprise  of 
all  interested  the  whole  of  this  is  ignored  in  Mr.  Chaplin's 
'•Bill 

Professor  Tichborne  explained  how  the  Board  of  Reference 
would  work  by  referring  to  the  standard  of  limit  as  regards 
water  in  milk.  In  milk-analysis  the  analyst  estimates  the 
butter-fat  solids  less  fat,  and  water.  This  is  outside  such  odd 
ingredients  as  chalk,  sheep's  brains,  glue,  starch,  &c.  The 
butter-fat,  is  estimated  to  determine  the  "  richness  "  of  the 
rnilk,  or  to  see  if  it  has  been  skimmed;  but  the  analyst 
relies  upon  the  solids  less  fat  to  determine  the  added  water, 
if  any,  thus : — 

•  One  pint,  of  milk  (contains  a  minimum  cf  solids  less  fat  8.5)  + 
1  pint  of  water  containing  no  solids  =  adulterated  milk  contains 
4'25  soiids  less  fat,  or  50  per  cent,  of  added  water. 


This  would  be  very  simple  if  the  solids  of  the  pure  milk 
were  always  constant,  but,  unfortunately,  they  aie  not. 
Leaving  out  extraordinary  samples,  pure  samples  "range  from 
8  per  cent,  to  11  £  per  cent.  Evidently  some  standard  must 
be  fixed  (not  an  average,  as  some  would  wish),  but  a  limit 
of  such  a  nature  that  the  vendor  can  sell  all  his  milk  as 
long  as  it  is  pure  and  within  reasonable  limits,  but  which 
would  not  allow  him  to  stretch  his  milk  by  the  aid  of  the 
pump.  This  is  one  of  the  few  food-products  in  which  by 
general  consent  a  standard  of  limit  has  been  arrived  at,  and 
that  is  that  the  solids  less  fat  in  milk  shall  never  fall  below 
85  per  cent.  Dr.  Bell,  the  late  head  cf  Somerset  House 
Laboratory,  published  a  book  in  1883,  from  which  it 
appeared  that  the  standard  of  limit  of  solids  less  fat  had 
been  fixed  by  them  as  9  per  cent.  ;  but  at  the  foot  of  the 
page  in  the  same  book  was  a  note  that  Sir  Chailes 
Cameron  had,  in  1881.  conclusively  shown  that  the  majority 
of  country  cows  would  not  respond  to  this  high  limit,  and  so 
it  had  been  altered  by  general  consent  to  8  5,  his|view  being 
endorsed  by  other  analysts.  Assuming  this  to  be  correct, 
does  it  not  show  that  hundreds  of  men  had  been  unjustly 
prosecuted,  and,  in  many  cases,  heavily  fined?  Asa  rule, 
the  milk-vendor  deserves  all  he  gets  in  this  way,  but  let  us 
be  just,  or  the  law  will  get  into  disrepute. 

These  standards  must  be  fixed  by  those  who  know  what 
they  are  about,  and  should  not  be  left  to  the  caprice  of 
anyone  who  chooses  to  adjudicate.  As  long  as  Somerset 
House  is  the  Court  of  Appeal  it  must  be  represented  upon  the 
Board  of  Control,  but  so  must  the  analyst,  and  the  vendors, 
through  their  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  as  these  Act-) 
cover  drugs,  so  must  the  medical  profession.  Government 
departments  will  never  settle  these  questions  to  satisfy  the 
contending  interests.  They  have  tried  and  failed.  What 
does  it  matter  if  you  call  them  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue 
or  the  Board  of  Agriculture  ? 

The  question  of  the  use  of  preservatives  such  as  boric  acid, 
salicylic  acid,  formaldehyde,  calcium  bisulphite,  &c  ,  in  food- 
products  is  a  burning  question  just  at  present.  Some 
analysts  are  for  prohibiting  their  use  altogether.  Others  say 
they  may  be  used  in  limited  and  restricted  quantities, 
whilst  the  manufacturers  say  they  have  a  right  to  use  them 
in  unrestricted  quantities  as  long  as  they  produce  wholesome 
products.  Who  is  to  determine  whether  the  preservative  used 
is  wholesome,  whether  necessary  at  all,  and,  if  so,  what  shall 
be  the  maximum  quantity  allowed  1  There  is  the  greatest 
diversity  of  opinion  upon  these  cases  when  they  come  into 
courts.  Such  questions  should  first  be  dealt  with  by  a  Board 
who  will  approach  the  question  from  a  judicial  and  unbiassed 
position,  and  no  manufacturer  should  be  allowed  to  use  any 
substance  for  such  purpose  which  is  not  permitted.  If  a 
preservative  is  allowed  the  amount  allowable  should  be 
specified,  and  the  food-products  named  in  which  it  is  per- 
missible, and  they  should  never  be  allowed  to  be  used  in 
quantities  for  the  purpose  of  making  weight.  Salt,  alcohol, 
spices,  hops,  and  many  other  things  have  long  been  em- 
ployed, and  no  one  would  think  of  objecting  to  their  use 
because  we  know  their  properties  so  well.  Why  should  we 
stand  still  and  refuse  to  make  use  of  the  progress  of  science 
in  this  direction  if  they  are  equally  harmless  1 

The  Pharmacopoeia  as  a,  Standard  for  Drugs. — Professor 
Tichborne  said  the  old  Pharmacopoeia  had  always  been 
accepted  as  a  criterion  in  the  courts.  The  Pharma- 
copoeia of  1898  will  not  be  likely  to  lose  ground  in  this 
respect.  As  he  sat  on  the  Committee  which  formed  this 
book  he  could  state  that,  although  it  was  not  written  from 
the  point  of  view  of  being  an  analyst's  book,  the  tests  had 
been  much  extended  and  made  more  crucial,  besides  which 
the  standardising  had  more  attention  paid  to  it.  It  was  no 
longer  a  student's  book,  but  was  intended  to  be  a  work  for 
reference — first  for  medical  men,  and  indirectly  for  the 
analyst  Processes  and  their  modus  operandi  were  ignored, 
but  standards  of  purity  and  strength  were  minutely  detailed. 
It  was  a  book  for  the  expert.  Taking  the  new  Pharmacopoeia 
as  a  whole,  it  would  be  found  that  with  a  view  to  making 
medicines  more  efficacious  the  cost  of  production  had 
been  greatly  enhanced.  Thus  the  commercial  value  was 
much  increased,  and  a  corresponding  tendency  to  adulter- 
ation would  be  created;  at  least  this  would  be  so  for  the 
next  few  years.  Endeavours  to  substitute  the  eld  pharma- 
copoeial  preparations  would  be  common.  They  should  see 
that  the  medicines  which  medical  officers  prescribe  should 
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be  pure  and  up  to  strength.  This  is  a  question  of  life 
and  death,  and  the  medical  officer  cannot  do  his  best  if 
he  is  not  backed  up  by  a  proper  supply  of  medicine.  The 
Local  Government  Board  should  see  to  this  important 
question ;  but  the  present  orders  are  in  direct  variance 
■»irh  such  a  reform.  Their  order  is  that  the  lowest  contract 
ia  money  value  for  drugs  to  the  Poor  Law  must  be  taken. 
How  can  the  honest  contractor  work  against  such  an  order 
when  some  of  the  contractors  openly  say  they  are  not  bound 
to  supply  the  new  pharmacopceial  preparations  ?  What  are 
the  medical  men  to  do  ?  The  Local  Government  Board  say 
we  must  trust  to  the  medical  officers  to  keep  up  the  quality. 
How  can  such  a  proposition  be  carried  out  ?  Why  should 
the  medical  officers  convert  themselves  into  analysts  even 
if  they  possess  the  special  training  necessary  for  such  work  ? 
They  are  not  paid  for  it.  They  have  no  time  to  hold  two 
distinct  and  separate  functions,  and  many  complications 
may  arise  which  will  place  them  in  a  false  position. 

The  New  Adulteration  Bill  had  been  brought  in  under 
the  misleading  name  of  "Agricultural  Products,  &c.  (Adul- 
teration) "  It  was,  he  believed,  only  brought  forward  to 
feel  the  pulse  of  the  contending  partus,  but  was  held  over 
our  fiends  for  next  Session.  The  et  cetera  really  stands  as  the 
heading  of  the  Bill.  He  did  not  thiDk  there  was  an  Act  in 
existence  with  a  title  like  this,  but,  strange  to  say,  it  was 
endorsed  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  who  was  Chairman  of  the 
Adulteration  Committee.  Mr.  Chaplin,  in  introducing  this 
Bill  into  the  House  on  July  22,  said  it  was  alleged  that  the 
existing  Acts  would  be  pefectly  adequate  if  they  were 
efficiently  administered.  But  the  existence  of  the  three 
years'  Committee  was  based  upon  the  assumption  that  they 
were  not  adequate,  and  the  verdict  of  the  said  Committee 
was  they  were  quite  inoperative,  and  in  many  cases  unjust 
in  their  working.  The  Board  of  Agriculture  might  have  a 
great  deal  to  do  with  the  question  of  butter  and  milk  and 
the  contagious  diseases  of  animals ;  but  what  had  it  to  do 
with  the  adulteration  of  wines,  medicines,  and  such  like  ? 
As  regards  the  Court  of  Reference,  Mr.  Chaplin  said  he  thought 
the  Court  of  Reference  to  prescribe  standards  for  all  kinds 
and  descriptions  of  food  would  be  rather  cumbrous  machin- 
ery, and  for  the  purpose  of  this  Bill  he  proposed  to  give 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  power  to  make  regulations. 
Would  not  the  Board  of  Agriculture  be  a  very  cumbrous 
machine  for  fixing  standards,  and  whom  would  it  satisfy  ? 
The  Bill  contains  a  few  clauses  which  would  be  useful  in 
connection  with  the  importation  of  adulterated  products, 
but  which  would  have  to  be  greatly  modified  to  make  them 
practical ;  but,  excepting  this,  it  is  contrary  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Government  Committee. 

In  conclusion,  Professor  Tichborne  said  he  thought  they 
had  too  much  centralisation  of  local  departmental  details  in 
London.  If  they  had  a  Court  of  Reference,  it  would,  per- 
haps, be  necessary  to  meet  in  London.  But  Ireland  and 
Scotland  must  have  their  representatives  thereon,  and,  when 
experts  had  to  do  local  departmental  work,  it  should  be 
done  in  Ireland  and  Scotland.  The  Court  of  Appeal  for 
this  country  should  be  here,  not  in  London.  Every  phase 
of  work  removed  from  this  country  helps  to  make  it  dis- 
contented and  tends  to  make  it  not  worth  living  in,  and  it 
becomes  a  returnless  waste  to  the  most  intellectual  of  its 
inhabitants. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed  Professor  Tichborne's 
paper,  Mr.  R.  J.  Uownes  made  some  remarks  in  support  of  the 
Professor's  claim  for  appeal  work  to  be  done  in  Ireland. 
As  regards  the  Pharmacopoeia,  Mr.  Downes  said  it  is,  of 
course,  a  standard  for  all  medical-prescription  work,  but 
otherwise  its  authority  may  be  questioned.  Previous  to 
1895  linseed-meal  was  the  ground-linseed  cake,  but  in  the 
Pharmacopoeia  of  that  year  it  was  misdescribed  as  ground 
hnseei  under  the  old  name  of  lini  farina,  and  prosecutions  I 
ran  over  England  and  came  across  to  Belfast,  and  from 
Belfast  to  Dublin.  He  maintained  that  the  old  article  had 
not  lost  the  right  to  its  own  name.  At  last  it  came  before 
the  Irish  Queen's  Bench,  with  the  result  that  the  Judges 
decided  that  linseed-meal  was  a  domestic  remedy,  and  that 
cake-meal  might  be  sold  for  it  by  the  grocer  and  general  J 
merchant,  but  that  if  bought  of  the  druggist  it  was  a 
medical  article,  and  the  Pnarmacopreia  article  should  be 
supplied  there.  Mr.  Downes  also  alluded  to  milk  of  sulphur, 
hme-juice  and  glycerin,  and  the  new  tincture  of  orange- 
peel. 


LEGISLATION  AS  REGARDS  THE  SALE  OF 
POISONS. 

Subjoined  is  the  substance  of  a  paper  read  before  the  Health 
Congress  at  Dublin,  on  August  23,  by  Mr.  R  J.  Downts, 
President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Sjciety  of  Ireland  : — 

Originated  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Downes  said  the  first  attempt  to  regulate  the  sale  of 
poison  in  the  United  Kingdom  was  an  Act  of  the  Irish 
i  Parliament   in  1791,  which  incorporated   the   Society  of 
I  Apothecaries,  and  was  known  as  the  Irish  Apothecaries  Act 
(31  Geo.,  cap.  34).    Section  28  of  that  Act  provided  that 
"  no  apothecary  within  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland  shall  grind, 
compound,  sell,  or  keep  arsenic,  oils,  or  colours,  for  painters' 
use  in  the  shop  or  room  wherein  he  compounds  medicine-', 
under  a  penalty  of  5^."    This  would  indicate  that  the  art  of 
I  an  apothecary  was  very  mixed  at  that  date.    Section  30 
I  provided  that  "  every  apothecary,  druggist,  or  other  such 
I  person  selling  any  quantity  less  than  1-lb.  weight  of  arsenic 
shall  at  the  time  of  such  sale,  and  before  delivering,  enter  in 
a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose  the  quantity  sold  and  the 
time  when  it  was  so  sold,  to  which  entry  the  purchaser  shall 
sign  his  or  her  name,  addition,  and  place  of  abode,  or  in  case 
such  person  so  purchasing  cannot  write,  the  name,  addition, 
and  place  of  abode  of  such  person   being  written,  such 
person  shall  set  his  or  her  mark  thereto,  and  the  same  shall 
be  attested  by  such  apothecary  or  druggist  or  some  other 
person  present  ;  and  in  case  such  apothecary  or  druggist- 
shall  not  know  the  person  buying  to  be  of  such  name  cr 
plac=!  of  abode,  then  such  apothecary  or  druggist  shall  cot 
deliver  such  arsenic  until  it  shall  be  certified  to  him  by  some 
person  known  to  the  vendor  that  the  purchaser  is  the  same- 
as  described ;  and  in  case  any  apothecary  or  druggist  selling 
arsenic  shall  fail  herein  he  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  201. ,  to  be 
recovered  as  hereinafter  mentioned."    Section  31  provided 
that   "if  mischief  shall  arise  by  arsenic  sold  and  the 
apothecary  to  die,  such  book  to  be  received  as  evidence.''' 
These  sections  appeared  to  be  the  fountain-head  of  subse- 
quent poisons  legislation.    It  was  interesting  to  note  that 
no  mention  was  made   of  a  label  of  any  sort,  that  the 
druggist  was  mentioned  as  distinct  from  the  apothecary, 
and  that  the  book  was  to  be  received  in  ca=e  of  the  death  of 
the  apothecary.    The  label  was  the  only  advance  in  the 
British  Act-s  and  the  clause  of  the  identification  was  more 
specific  in  the  Irish  than  in  the  British  Acts.    From  the 
expression  "such  other  person  selling,''  it  would  at  first 
sight  appear  that  others  than  the  "  apothecary  or  druggist 
might  sell,  but,  if  so,  the  word  "such  ''  was  out  of  place. 
They  knew  that  down  to  much  later  than  the  middle  of  the 
present  century  the  druggist's  business  was  a  very  close  one,, 
no  one  being  allowed  into  it   without  having  served  an 
apprenticeship,  the  term  of  which  varied,  according  to  the- 
age  of  the  apprentice,  from  seven  to  five  years,  generally 
ending  at  the  age  of  21,  when  he  obtained  his  "  freedom,"  so 
that  the  druggist  in  Ireland  was  always  an  experienced  man. 
The  druggist  in  England  also  probably  existed  from  time 
immemorial,  and  learned  the  business,  as  all  businpssp-,- 
were  learned  in  those  days,  by  service.    So  early  as  1815 
they  were  found  in  organised  opposition  to  the  efforts  of 
the  London  apothecaries,  who  had  been  from  the  time  of 
their  incorporation  in  1791  planning  heroic  measures  for 
their  suppression. 

Geeat  Britain  Follovts. 

The  first  British  effort  to  regulate  the  sale  of  poison  was 
the  Arsenic  Act  of  1851  Even  at  that  date  there  was  no 
mention  of  a  label.  That  Act  extended  to  Ireland  without 
repealing  the  clauses  of  the  Irish  Act.  In  1857  and  1859 
attempts  were  made  to  reeulate  the  sale  of  poisons,  but  they 
were  not  successful.  In  1863  the  "  Act  to  Prohibit  the  Sale 
and  Use  of  Poisoned  Grain  or  Seed"  was  passed,  which  was 
followed  in  1864  by  "An  Act  to  Prohibit  the  Placing  of 
Poisoned  Flesh  and  Poisonous  Matters  in  Plantations,  Fields, 
and  Open  Places,  and  to  Extend  the  Poisoned  Giain  Prohibi- 
tion Act,  1863."  Between  1863  and  1868  several  attempts  were 
made  to  compass  the  control  of  p  isons  in  general,  and  to 
obtain  the  exclusive  right  to  the  compounding  of  medicines 
to  the  pharmaceutical  body  wbi^h  had  been  incorporated  by 
Royal  Charter,  dated  February  18,  1843  confirmed  by  Act  (f 
Parliament  in   1852.    That  Act,  though  it  protected  the 
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title  "  pharmaceutical  chemist,"  &c,  left  the  business  and 
title  of  "  chemist  and  druggist,"  including  the  sale  of 
poisons,  open  to  anyone  without  restriction,  except  those 
provided  by  the  Arsenic  Act. 

Mr.  Downes  then  went  on  to  describe  the  Pharmacy  Act, 
1868,  which,  he  said,  did  not  extend  to  Ireland,  there  beicg 
no  society  at  the  time  in  Ireland  corresponding  with  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  ;  but  in  1870  "  The 
Sale  of  Poisons  (Ireland)  Act"  was  passed,  the  second 
section  of  which  was  a  copy  of  the  17th  section  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  1868.  In  1875  Ireland  advanced  to  the  posi- 
tion of  having  a  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  its  own,  called 
into  existence  specially  for  the  purpose  of  remedying  the 
"inconvenience"  which  existed  from  the  great  deficiency 
throughout  Ireland  of  establishments  and  shops  for  the  sale 
of  medicines  and  compounding  of  prescriptions,  and  to 
that  body  was  given  the  exclusive  right  of  keeping  open 
shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons  ;  but  in  Ireland  the  old  "  chemists 
and  druggists"  who  were  in  business  on  their  own  account 
at  the  passing  of  the  Act  survived — a  hard-dying  set,  who 
were  not  registered  at  the  time,  and  under  cover  of  whose 
existence  many  of  their  assistants  and  apprentices  ventured 
to  go  into  business  on  their  own  account,  and  from  the 
difficulties  which  the  Society  had  to  encounter  were  per- 
mitted to  carry  on  business.  These  combined,  and  in  1890 
an  Act  was  passed  enabling  them  to  continue  the  busine:-s 
of  druggist  on  passing  an  examination  after  service,  which 
was  fixed  by  the  Act  at  four  years,  but  having  no  right  to 
compound  medical  prescriptions. 

Pbesonal  Qualification. 

So  much  for  the  history  of  legislation.  The  requirement 
that  the  proprietor  shall  be  a  person  qualified  in  law  had 
been  the  outcome  of  healthy  and  natural  development, 
and  being  so  it  was  not  expected  that  the  steps  taken 
would  be  retraced.  Admittedly,  perfection  was  not  reached. 
Accidents  did  happen,  and  poisons  were  carelessly  dis- 
tributed, but  it  was  shown  that  the  public  had  been  well 
served ;  that  many  misadventures  had  been  averted  through 
the  care  of  a  specially  trained  body  of  licensed  poison- 
sellers  ;  and  that  the  restrictions  had  in  no  wise  incon- 
venienced the  public.  The  two  fixed  principles  of  the 
laws  affecting  the  sale  of  poisons  were — (1st)  that  the 
proprietor  keeping  open  shop  should  be  qualified  by  ex- 
perience, education,  and  examination,  and  (2nd)  that  when 
any  sale  was  made  by  "  any  apprentice  or  servant "  the  pro- 
prietor was  the  responsible  person.  Recent  attempts  at 
legislation  indicated  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  re- 
verse those  principles.  The  "  Bill  to  Regulate  the  Sale  of 
Poisonous  Substances  "  and  the  amendment  Droposed  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor  to  the  "  Pharmacy  Act  (1868)  Amendment 
Bill  "  were  both  steps  to  the  reversal  of  the  principles  which 
were  the  essence  of  the  existing  law.  Having  explained  the 
Bill,  Mr.  Downes  said  the  fact  of  having  to  go  to  a  qualified 
person  charged  with  responsibility  was  both  a  safeguard  to 
the  public  and  a  caution  to  the  buyer,  and  the  sense  of  re- 
sponsibility and  liability  to  be  deprived  of  his  licence  exacted 
a  discrimination  on  the  part  of  the  seller,  which  was  a  very 
important  factor  of  safety  to  the  public.  As  regarded  the 
second  proposition  of  the  Government,  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland  had  complained  that  unqualified 
sellers,  when  prosecuted,  incorporated  themselves  under  the 
Companies  Acts,  which  had  been  ruled  to  be  outside  of  the 
Pharmacy  Acts,  and  then  continued  to  sell  poisons.  The 
remedy  attempted  was  to  fully  legalise  such  companies.  The 
Society's  objection  to  these  two  propositions  was  not  to  be 
assumed  to  be  a  desire  of  monopoly,  but  having  had  the 
charge  and  responsibility  of  that  class  of  business  as  re- 
garded Ireland,  he  might  say,  continuously  for  many  centuries, 
but  specially  as  a  legal  trust  since  1875,  and  the  like  might 
be  said  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  they 
were  warranted  in  protesting  against  a  reversal  of  the 
principles  which  were  adopted  by  the  public  after  consider- 
ation thirt.y  years  nsn,  and  confirmed  and  readopted  in 
Ireland  in  1875  and  1890. 

The  sale  of  poison  was  but  a  fractional  part  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  pharmaceutical  chemist  or  registered  druggist, 
and  so  far  as  the  profits  were  concerned  the  majority  would, 
he  believed,  gladly  surrender  them  with  their  responsibili- 
ties ;  but  it  was  an  essential  part  of  their  business,  and 
could  not  be  surrendered.    What  they  did  value  was  the 
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confidence  of  the  public,  and  the  status  and  prestige  which 
were  theirs  by  reason  of  having  attained  to  the  qualification 
required  by  the  public,  and  they  could  not  agreeably  see 
others  sharing  that  position  without  any  such  sacrifices  as 
they  had  made  to  attain  it.  Their  position  was  that  of  con- 
tinually standing  between  the  public  and  iisk.  He  gave 
two  instances  to  illustrate  what  he  meant.  The  first  was 
sent  to  him  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Parker,  of  Maida  Vale,  and  told  of 
a  young  gentleman  who  wished  to  be  supplied  with  some 
morphia,  saying  he  was  a  medical  student,  and  seemed 
straightforward,  but  who  turned  out  afterwards  to  be 
"wrong  in  the  head,"  and  was  under  the  charge  of  a  keeper, 
whom  he  had  for  a  moment  eluded,  and  went  round  to  all 
the  local  chemists  to  get  morphia.  All  the  chemists  to 
whom  he  applied  refused  to  supply  him.  The  other  instance 
occurred  a  few  days  previously  to  himself.  He  was  asked 
for  2d.  worth  of  laudanum,  and  on  inquiring  fcr  what 
purpose  it  was  required  was  informed  it  was  "to  give 
2  drops  to  the  baby,  who  was  always  crying  with  pains." 
The  sale  was  refused,  and  the  person  advised  to  consult  the 
doctor.  Cases  such  as  these  were  so  frequent  that  no  notice 
was  taken  of  them. 

Suggestions  for  Amendment. 

After  describing  the  poisons  schedules,  Mr.  Downes  said  he 
thought  the  schedule  might  be  improved  by  placing  prepara- 
tions containing  the  poisons  of  the  first  part,  if  not  over  a 
defined  strength,  in  the  second  part  of  the  schedule. 
Alluding  to  the  exemptions  as  to  wholesale  dealing,  he  said 
this  might  be  defined  as  (1)  a  sale  to  a  person  qualified  to 
sell  by  retail,  (2)  to  the  manufacturer  for  use  in  the  pro 
cesses  of  his  business,  or  (3)  to  bodies  who  usually  purcbastd 
by  contract ;  but  in  no  case  should  it  extend  to  the  indi- 
vidual for  domestic  or  personal  use.  He  also  explained  how 
and  when  poisons  in  proprietary  preparations  came  under 
the  regulations  for  the  sale  of  poisons  generally,  and  why. 

Poisons  in  prescriptions  were  exempted  from  the  "Poison  " 
label.  But  he  raised  the  question  of  repetitions  without 
subsequent  authority.  Of  course,  there  were  many  prescrip- 
tions in  which  poisons  were  prescribed  which  might  be  con- 
sidered as  free  from  any  risk  from  repetition,  and  treated 
accordingly,  but  sleeping  and  composing  draughts  easily 
led  to  habits  which  were  with  difficulty  thrown  off.  He 
believed  the  prescription  should  be  restricted  by  the  pre- 
scriber  indicating  for  how  long  and  how  often  it  might  be 
repeated,  and  for  the  prevention  of  its  repetition  at  other 
establishments  contrary  to  indication.  The  chemist  first 
dispensing  should  retain  the  prescription,  and  not  be  at 
liberty  to  give  a  copy  or  to  dispense  other  than  as  ordered, 
or  on  any  account  knowingly  supply  the  same  or  similar 
drug  to  the  patient.  At  present  the  repetition  of  the  pre- 
scription was  at  the  discretion  of  the  patient.  Chemists 
were  sometimes  asked  to  reduce  the  strength  of  the  medicine 
supplied,  and  even  the  City  Coroner  censured  one  of  the 
pharmaceutical  body  because  when  selling  chloroform  he 
had  not  reduced  it  with  spirit.  That  was  a  course  which  in 
no  case  could  be  commended. 

Medicated  wines,  not  strong  enough  to  be  treated  as 
poisonous  substances,  were  just  as  mischievous  in  their 
insidious  creation  of  a  morbid  habit.  It  might  be  open  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  prosecute  in  those  cases,  but 
so  long  as  physicians  ordered  and  chemists  could  not  sell 
them  without  the  Excise  licence,  it  would  be  a  serious 
matter  to  interfere  with  the  ability  of  the  patient  to  procure 
the  wine.  In  Ireland  the  police  should  interfere  in  the  first 
instance,  and  prove  that  they  were  poisons  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  Act,  and  have  them  labelled  accordingly.  He 
referred  to  the  coca-wines,  which  varied  in  strength  up  to 
1§  gr.  of  cocaine  in  the  wineglass. 

The  sale  of  poisons  through  the  post  he  believed,  as  re- 
garded poisons  in  the  first  part  of  the  schedule,  to  be  illegal. 
Poisoning  of  hounds  might  be  accomplished  that  way.  He 
also  mentioned  the  case  of  persons  getting  such  drugs  as 
chlorodyne  by  post,  after  local  druggists  had  been  advised 
not  to  supply  it.  The  distribution  of  poison  otherwise  than 
by  sale  was  very  extensive — by  public  bodies,  municipal, 
parochial,  and  charitable,  and  also  by  the  public.  His 
impression  had  been  that  the  method  of  distribution  by 
sanitary  officers  was,  to  say  the  least,  careless.  His  corre- 
spondence did  not,  however,  confirm  that  view,  although, 
as  Sir  Thorne  Thorne  had  informed  him,  the  Local  Govern- 
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merit  Board  issued  no  instructions ;  but  the  practice  of 
distribution  to  the  public  was  discouraged  as  much  as 
possible,  and  very  little  carbolic  acid  was  allowed  to  go  out 
■of  the  hands  of  the  sanitary  officers.  In  the  few  cases 
where  it  was  given  out  the  containing  vessel  was  carefully 
labelled  with  the  name  of  the  article  and  the  word  "Poison." 

The  dispensing  of  poisonous  liniments  and  lotions  at  dis- 
pensaries was  certainly  not  as  it  should  be.  It  was  the 
frequent  experience  of  the  chemist  to  handle  bottles  which 
had  been  used  for  dispensing  liniments  and  lotions,  which 
were  commonly  employed  as  containers  of  beverages,  and 
not  infrequently  with  the  original  label  still  attached.  He 
had  lately  had  presented  to  him  a  mineral-water  bottle  for 
•a  repetition  of  a  prescription  dispensed  in  it  at  a  hospital 
dispensary,  the  prescription  being  for  2  oz.  liniment  of 
aconite,  and  from  inquiries  he  had  made  of  persons  engaged 
•at  hospital  dispensing  he  learned  it  was  the  practice  to  put 
liniments  and  lotions  into  whatever  bottles  the  patients 
brought,  the  only  precaution  taken  being  to  affix  a  poison- 
label.  It  was  difficult  to  see  what  the  hospital  authorities 
could  do  in  the  matter,  as  they  could  not  be  expected  to 
supply  the  patients  with  bottles ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  poor  people  in  a  great  many  instances  could  not  be 
■expected  to  buy  special  liniment-bottles  ;  and  having  regard 
to  the  class  of  bottles  so  commonly  used — whisky  and 
lemonade  bottles — it  spoke  well  for  the  intelligence  of  the 
necessitous  poor  that  so  few  accidents  occurred.  The  diffi- 
culty of  prescribing  regulations  as  to  the  keeping,  dis- 
pensing, and  selling  of  poisons  which  the  Government  were 
inclined  to  put  upon  the  Privy  Council  was  very  great,  for 
what  would  be  convenient  under  one  set  of  circumstances 
would  not  be  convenient  under  another,  and  what  would  suit 
one  business-house  would  not  suit  another,  or  even  the  same 
house  at  another  time.  The  only  law  on  the  subject  was 
that  contained  in  the  Irish  Apothecaries  Act,  which  pro- 
hibited arsenic  being  kept  in  the  shop  or  room  wherein 
medicines  were  compounded ;  and,  extending  the  principle 
of  that  restriction,  he  thought  it  might  be  enacted  that 
poisons  should  not  be  kept  or  sold  in  the  shop  or  room  in 
which  groceries  and  excisable  liquors  were  sold,  or  in  bottles 
in  common  use  for  the  containing  of  beverages. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Downes  recommended  that  wholesale 
dealiDg  should  be  defined  as — (1)  a  sale  to  a  person  qualified 
to  sell  by  retail ;  (2)  a  sale  to  the  manufacturer  for  use  in 
the  process  of  his  business  ;  (3)  a  sale  to  public  bodies  who 
usually  buy  by  contract.  That  the  principle  of  qualification 
of  the  proprietor  should  not  be  departed  from.  That  poison- 
ous substances  recognised  to  be  poison  should  be  added  to 
the  poisons  schedule.  That  potent  and  seductive  poisons 
in  prescriptions  should  not  be  repeated  except  on  the  special 
direction  of  the  prescriber.  That  poisons  be  not  kept  or 
sold  in  the  shop  or  room  in  which  groceries  and  excisable 
liquors  are  sold  or  kept,  or  in  bottles  in  common  use  for  the 
•containing  of  beverages.  That  a  legal  as  well  as  a  moral 
obligation  be  laid  on  the  public  as  to  storing  and  distributing 
poisons.  Mr.  Downes  said  although  he  had  undertaken  the 
responsibility  of  this  communication  at  the  request  of  bis 
Council,  his  colleagues  were  not  responsible  for  any  of  his 
recommendations,  as  he  had  had  no  opportunity  of  sub- 
mitting them  for  their  review. 

The  recommendations  comprised  in  the  last  paragraph 
were  approved  by  the  sectional  meeting  on  the  motion  of 
Professor  Jas.  Moore,  M.D.,  President  of  the  Section, 
seconded  by  Professor  Thrift,  F.T.C.D.,  and  were  sub- 
sequently adopted  by  the  Congress.  In  the  course  of  the 
discussion  Dr.  Roche  (Kingstown)  thought  chemists  were  to 
toe  commended  for  the  extreme  care  they  took  in  dealing 
with  prescriptions  and  poisons. 

Dr.  McWalter  said  methylated  spirit,  which  was  un- 
doubtedly a  poison  and  used  as  a  cheap  beverage  to  a  large 
extent,  was  allowed  to  be  sold  by  anyone  who  took  out  a 
licence;  it  would  be  easy  to  regulate  its  sale,  as  was  done 
with  ether  some  years  ago.  He  condemned  the  sale  of 
coca-wine,  which  was  easily  obtained  from  grocers  and 
others.  The  use  of  that  beverage  did  much  to  encourage 
the  cocaine-habit,  which,  in  his  opinion,  was  worse  than  the 
morphia-habit.  Other  poisons  which  ought  to  be  restricted 
were  nitric  acid,  spirits  of  salt,  sugar  of  lead,  and  sulphate 
of  zinc.    It  should  also  be  illegal  to  give  poisons  away. 

Mr.  Downes,  in  reply,  said  it  would  be  a  great  advantage 
if  methylated  spirit  was  placed  in  the  poisons-schedule. 


IRcw  "  C,  &  ID."  Boohs. 


"  Diseases  and  Remedies." 

A  concise  survey  of  most  symptoms  and  most  modern  treat- 
ment of  ordinary  diseases.  Written  by  a  physician,  and  edited 
by  an  experienced  pharmacist,  expressly  for  the  information  of 
chemists  and  druggists.  228  pp.  Price  2s.  6d.  net ;  by  post, 
2s.  9cZ. 

"  Fharmacenti:a!  SPormulas." 

A  book'of  useful  recipes  for  the  drug-trade.  670  pp.,  bound  in 
leather.    Price  7s.  6d.  net ;  by  post,  8s. 

A  most  valuable  work.  It  docs  not  pretend  to  teach  by  rule  of 
thumb  methods  which  can  only  be  carried  out  by  those  possess- 
ing at  least  a  modicum  of  technical  knowledge.  The  introduc- 
tions to  the  various  sections,  such  as  info,  aerated  beverages, 
etc  ,  are  well  written,  and  often  historically,  as  well  as  practically, 
interesting.  Numerous  hints  and  suggestions  for  putting  up  and 
labelling  cheap  "  lines  "  are  given,  and  add  considerably  to  the 
value  of  the  recipes.  .  .  .  The  book  abounds  in  evidences  of 
careful  selection  as  regards  the  formulas,  and  there  are  practically 
no  duplicates.  In  this  way,  and  on  the  score  of  accuracy,  it  is 
one  of  the  best  technical  recipe-books  wo  have  met  with. — 
Chemical  Trade  Journal. 

We  opened  it  with  considerable  trepidation.  All  such  previous 
publications  which  it  has  been  our  privilege  to  inspect  have 
rather  merited  the  title  of  "A  book  of  useless  Receipts  for  the 
Drug-trade."  With  a  closing  of  eyes,  shutting  of  teeth,  and 
clenching  of  hands  we  made  the  venture  and  plunged  in,  when 
lo  !  the  surprise  in  store  for  us  !  Instead  of  a  barren  waste  we 
found  a  rich  treasure-house  of  pharmaceutical  wealth,  not  thrown 
together  promiscuously  in  a  haphazard  catch-as-catch-can 
manner,  but  system  and  order  prevailed  throughout.  No 
diamonds  in  the  rough,  nor  crude  material  to  be  wrought  upon, 
but  sparkling  gems  and  perfect  products  bearing  impress  of  a 
master-hand.  Tjte  Chemist  and  Druggist  has  most  empha- 
tically conferred  a  boon  on  the  pharmaceutical  world,  the  return 
for  which  should  be  of  a  most  substantial  nature.  A  collection 
of  working  formulas  being  such  a  rarity  that  to  find  one  with 
sufficient  merit  to  justly  claim  the  title  is  most  refreshing.  The 
range  of  subjects  is  as  wide  as  the  manner  of  treatment  is  attrac- 
tive. The  professional  pharmacist  will  find  it  invaluable  as  a 
book  of  ready  reference  ;  its  two  hundred  pages  of  "  galenical  and 
medicinal  preparations"  are  a  combined  National  Formulary  and 
Extra  Pharmacopoeia.  ...  It  represents  years  of  thoroughly 
systematic  work,  and  our  esteemed  contemporary  can  congratu- 
late itself  on  a  difficult  undertaking  successfully  accomplished. 
— Canadian  Pharmaceutical  Journal. 

The  information  contained  in  this  volume  will  more  than  repay 
the  practical  pharmacist  in  having  it  in  his  po- session. — American 
Journal  of  Pharmacy. 

*  *  *  * 

These  books  may  be  obtained  direct  from  42  Cannon 
Street,  E.C.,  or  from  any  of  the  following  firms  :  — 


Allison,  E.  &  H.  (Dim.),  Hull 
Anderson  &  Co.,  Edinburgh 
Ayrton  &  Saunders,  Liverpool 
Barclay  &  Sons  (Lim.),  London 
Bleasdale  (Lim.),  York 
Boileau  &  Boyd  (Lim.),  Dublin 
Brown  Brothers  &  Co.,  Glasgow 
Butler  &  Crispe,  London 
Clay,  Dod  &  Co.,  Liverpool 
Davidson  &  Gray,  Dundee 
Duncan,  Flockhart  &  Co.,  Edin- 
burgh 

Edwards,  Wm,,  &  Son,  London 
Evans,  Gadd  &  Co.,  Bristol 
Evans,  Lescher  &  Webb,  London 
Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool 
Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Co.,  London. 
Ford,  Shapland  &  Co.,  London 
Fraser  &  Green,  Glasgow 
Glasgow     Apothecaries'  Co., 

Glasgow 
Goodall,  Backhouse  &  Co.,  Leeds 
Hatrick,  W.  &  R.,  &  Co.,  Glasgow 
Hirst,  Brooke  &  Hirst  (Lim.), 

Leeds 

Ismay,  John,  &  Sons,  Newcastle 
Kemp,  W.,  &  Son,  Homcastle 
Lennon,  B.  G,  &  Co.  (Lim.), 
London 

Lewis,  H.K.,Gower  Street,  W.C. 


Lofthouse  &  Saltmer,  Hull 
Lynch  &  Co.  (Lim.),  Loudon 
Maw,   S.,   Son    &  Thompson, 

London 
May,  Roberts  &  Co.,  London 
Newbery,  F.,  &  Sons,  London 
Oldfield,  Pattinson  &  Co.,  Man- 
chester 

Paterson,  W.,  &  Sons,  Aberdeen 
Pinkerton,  Gibson  &  Co.,  Edin- 
burgh 

Potter  &  Clarke,  London 
Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.,  Edinburgh 
Baimes  <fc  Co.,  York 
Sanger,  J.,  &  Sons,  London 
Smith,  T.&  H.,&  Co.,  Edinburgh 
Stevenson,  H.  E.,  &  Co.,  London 
Sutton  &  Co.,  Chiswell  Street, 
E.C. 

Thompson,  John  (Lim.),  Liver- 
pool 

Wilkinson  &  Simpson  (Lim.), 

Newcastle 
Wilson  &  Co.,  Bradford 
Woolley,  J.,  Sons  &  Co.  (Lim.), 

Manchester 
Wright,   Layman    &  Umney, 

London 
Wyleys  (Lim.),  Coventry 
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Grace  motes. 


In  reference  to  our  note  on  the  new  truss-head  in  the 
C.  4'  D  ,  August  20, 1898,  page  334,  Mr.  Vincent  Wood  writes 
to  say  that  it  is  not  made  of  indiarubber,  as  we  imagiced, 
but  "  is  an  elastic  composition  specially  and  chemically  pre- 
pared, and  similar  to  indiarubber  in  its  action." 

Ammonol  — Messrs.  Bnrgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co.,  12  and  16 
Coleman  Street,  E.C  ,  have  sent  us  a  sample  and  particulars 
of  the  uses  of  ammnnol.  It  appears  from  the  formula  to  be 
a  mixture  of  acetanilide  and  ammonia,  and  is  doubtless  an  im- 
provement on  acetaoilide  alone,  as  the  depressing  symptoms 
occasionally  observed  when  acetanilide  is  given  should  be 
neutralised  by  the  stimulating  effect  of  the  ammonia. 
Ammorjol,  besides  its  action  as  an  antipyretic  and  analgesic, 
is  meeting  with  much  success  in  tootbache,  particularly  in 
cases  where  there  are  alveolar  abscesses  or  inflammation.  The 
dose  is  5  to  20  gr. 

New  Offices  foe  Vigoeal.  —  Messrs.  Armour  &  Co. 
have  secured  more  central  and  very  commodious  premises  for 
their  offices  in  8  and  9  King  Street,  West  Smithfield,  E.C. 
Things  were  getting  too  cramped  for  them  at  59  Tooley 
Street,  and  the  two  floors  for  the  distinct  departments — glue 
and  meat-extracts — promise,  when  completed,  to  provide 
excellent  accommodation.  There  is  special  telephonic  com- 
munication between  these  offices  and  the  warehouse  at 
Bankside,  so  that  no  delay  is  occasioned  in  the  transac- 
tion of  business.  The  hot  weather,  Messrs.  Armour's 
manager  assures  us,  has  had  no  depreciable  effect  on  the 
sale  of  the  firm's  meat- extracts,  and  from  the  same  gentle- 
man we  learn  that  a  new  factory,  on  the  same  lines  as  the 
gigantic  establishment  at  Chicago,  has  been  opened  in  Omaha 
Me.  Thomas  Beech  am  has  gone  on  with  his  efforts  to 
ensure  a  certain  profit  to  retailers  of  his  pills,  on  the  lines  of 
the  scheme  which  he  first  arranged  at  Southampton  last 
year.  This  time  he  has  tackled  London,  and  he  publishes 
the  names  of  twenty- one  of  the  most  redoubtable  cutters  who 
agree  not  to  sell  below  a  fixed  rate,  yielding  a  profit  of  nearly 
10  per  cent,  if  the  pills  are  bought  for  cash  direct.  In  other 
words,  those  firms  are  willing,  it'  nobody  bids  against  them, 
to  give  up  the  use  of  Beecbam's  pills  as  a  "draw."  As  so 
much  has  been  accomplished,  we  cannot  but  regret  that  the 
scheme  should  not  have  gone  a  step  further  so  as  to  have 
ensured  at  least  a  net  10  per  cent.  As  it  is,  it  is  a  great  deal 
to  have  done,  more  than  the  majority  of  proprietary-medicine 
makers  have  thought  of  attempting.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
even  this  little  advantage  will  not  be  thrown  away  by  those 
in  whose  interests  it  has  been  airanred,  for,  after  all,  a  more 
important  object  than  the  immediate  profit  on  a  single 
ar'icle  is  the  assurance  that  the  vendor  will  not  be  under- 
sold by  trade  competitors. 

A  new  illustrated  price-current,  just  published  by  Messrs 
Ayrton  &  Saunders,  of  Liverpool,  deserves  a  somewhat 
fuller  notice  than  we  can  generally  give  to  these  publications. 
A  very  heavy  labour  and  expense  must  have  been  involved  in 
the  compilation  of  this  compact  bub  complete  list  of 
druggists'  sundries,  proprietary  articles,  and  shop-fittings. 
Except  in  the  second  section,  a  page  of  illustrations  faces  the 
price-list  all  through  tbe  book,  and  the  total  number  of 
articles  illustrated  exceeds  2,000.  Some  of  these  have  been 
lithographed  in  colours ;  all  are  clearly  executed  and  well 
printed.  As  illustrative  of  the  completeness  of  this  ca'a- 
logue,  we  may  mention  that  169  different  bottles,  60 
pessaries,  46  babies'  sympathisers,  114  patterns  of  forceps, 
and  43  full -sized  burnt-in  pots  for  cold-cream,  tooth-paste, 
kc  ,  are  represented.  Haii-brushes  are  cleverly  shown,  the 
backs  and  fronts  being  both  illustrated  ;  a  group  of  brass 
seals  in  colours  are  shown,  and  many  other  things  which  we 
think  are  novel  in  price-lists.  In  the  shop- fitting  section 
a  full  list  of  labels  suitable  for  the  bottles,  jars,  and  drawers 
of  a  chemist's  shop  i*  given.  This  sheet  is  perforated,  so 
that  a  customer  can  tear  it,  out  and  mark  those  he  selects. 
A  large  part  of  Messrs.  Ayrton  &  Saunders'  goods  are 
actually  manufactured  on  the  premises,  which,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  engravings  in  their  advertisement,  are  now 
very  fine  and  extensive. 

Coca-wine  and  the  Old  Mastees. — A  happy  idea  has 
he  n  adopted  by  Messrs.  Armbrecht,  Nelson  &  Co  ,  of  Duke 


Street,  Grosvenor  Square,  and  one  which  is  likely  to  contri- 
bute materially  towards  the  sale  of  Armbrecht's  coca-wine. 
It  occurred  to  Miss  Armbrecht,  a  daughter  of  the  head  of 
the  firm,  and  an  artist  of  considerable  ability,  whose  pictures 
are  not  unknown  in  the  galleries — that  there  were  many 
chemists  of  artistic  tastes  to  whom  the  present  of  a  picture 
well  painted  and  handsomely  framed  would  be  acceptable. 
To  this  end  she  set  to  work,  and,  with  the  aid  of  a  staff  of 
artist-assistants,  produced  a  series  of  band-painted  copies 
of  various  well-known  pictures  by  the  Old  Masters,  one  of 
which  will  be  presented  with  gross  lots  of  Armbrecht's 
coca-wine.  The  pictures  are  faithful  replicas,  on  a  reduced 
scale,  of  the  originals,  and  are  mounted  in  massive  gilt 
frames.  The  sizes  vary  from  21  inches  by  17  to  29  by  17, 
and  the  choice  of  subjects  is  in  no  wise  restricted.  It  rests 
entirely  with  the  customer  whether  he  will  have  a  landscape 
by  Turner  or  a  flock  of  sheep  by  Landseer  ;  and  subjects  by 
such  widely-differing  painters  as  Constable,  Stanfield, 
Miller,  and  Glover,  to  mention  only  a  few  of  the  many 
which  our  representative  saw  in  process  of  reproduction, 
may  give  some  idea  of  the  variety  of  choice.  No  advertise- 
ment whatever  is  put  on  the  pictures,  and  they  will  make  a 
handsome  addition  to  the  walls  of  many  a  pharmacist's 
drawing-room.  The  larger  sizes  (29  by  17}  are  to  be  given' 
with  a  201.  order,  the  smaller  with  orders  of  10Z. ;  and  the 
pictures  may  be  inspected  at  Duke  Street,  where  Miss  Arm- 
brecht has  fitted  up  a  picture-gallery,  from  'which  customers 
may  choose  their  pictures,  or  may  leave  their  orders  for  any 
special  subject  by  the  Masters  (old  or  new)  which  they  may 
wish  treated. 


Grabe-flDarfts  HppUco  for. 


Anyone  who  objects  to  the  registration  of  a  trade-mark  mud 
address  the  Comptroller-General,  Patent  Office,  Chancery 
Lane,  W.C.,  within  a  month  of  the  date  of  publication. 


(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  August  24,  1898-) 
"  Keustol  " ;    for  chemical  substances  used  for  agricultural,, 
horticultural,  and  veterinary  purposes.     By  Dahm  &  Co., 
Hamburg,  chemists  and  dealers  in  chemicals  and  pharmaceu- 
tical products.  214,552. 
"  Jacko  Dust,"  the  essential  particular  being  the  word  '■  Jacko  " ; 
for  insect-powder.    By  K.  Roberts,  Walworth  Road,  Camber- 
well,  pharmaceutical  chemist.  214,737. 
Picture  of  monkeys  and  wording  "  Jacko  Dust,"  old  style  and  new 
style.    The  essential  particulars  are  the  combination  of  de- 
vices and  the  word  "  Jacko  "  ;   for  insect-powder.     By  R. . 
Roberts,    Walworth    Road,    Camberwell,  pharmaceutical 
chemist.  214,738. 

"  Lozone  "  and  lighting  device  (the  essential  particular) ;  for  ■ 
medicinal  beverages  and  medicated  antiseptic  lotions.  By  the 
Commercial  Ozone  Syndicate  (Limited),  31  Lombard  Street,. 
E.G.,  manufacturers.  213,730. 

"  Cerox  "  ;  for  a  medicated  food.  By  J.  E.J.  Johnson,  Crown 
Works,  Stratford,  E.,  manufacturing  chemist.  214,078. 

Device  of  reindeer  and  chariot  ;  for  cod-liver  oil,  medicated  articles,, 
plasters  (medical  and  surgical),  and  rhubarb  for  use  in 
medicine  and  pharmacy.  By  E.  &  H.  Allison  (Limited), 
Hull,  wholesale  druggists  and  drysalters.  214,272. 

"Cuklew";  for  eucalyptus  oil.    By  F.  Ralph  &  Co.,  Adelaide,. 

South  Australia,  merchants.  214,907. 
"  Papine  "  ;  for  a  medicine  for  human  use.    By  Battle  &  Co.,  St.. 

Louis,  Missouri,  U.S.A.,  chemists.  214,925. 

"Wehges";  for  lenses  for  photographical  and  optical  purposes.. 
By  the  Photo  Optical  Company,  25  Martrell  Road,  Streatham- 
Hill,  photographic  and  optical  instrument  manufacturers. 
214,710. 

"Chameleox";  for  apparatus  for  making  fly-catchers.  By  O.  I. 
Milne,  Bishopsgate  Street  Within,  accountant.  213,323. 

"  Sota"  ;  for  mineral  and  aerated  waters.  By  A.  &  R.  Thwaites- 
&  Co.  (Limited),  Dublin,  mineral-water  manufacturers. 
214,656. 

"  Sinakis  "  ;  for  mineral  and  ai'rated  waters  (natural  and  artificial). 
By  Isidor  Hennig,  6  New  Zealand  Avenue,  Barbican,  mer- 
chant. 215,621. 

"  Knick-Knack  "  ;  for  perfumery  and  toilet-articles.  By  the 
United  Alkali  Company  (Limited),  Exchange  Buildings,. 
Liverpool,  manufacturers.  216,014. 
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Correspondence, 


In  writing  letters  for  publication  correspondents  should  adopt 
a  concise,  but  not  abbreviated,  style.    They  are  requested  to 

write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Letters,  with 
Notice  to  or  wit)l0ut  a  nom-de-plume,  must  be  authenti- 
dents.  cated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the  writer. 

Queries  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 
paper,  and  the  regulations  printed  under  the  sections  to  which 
tliey  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


British  Trade  with  Canada. 

SiE, — There  is  every  reason  for  gratification  in  the  present 
movement  towards  closer  trade  relations  between  the  Mother- 
land and  her  offspring — the  colonies.  It  will  indeed  be  a 
consummation  devoutly  desired  if  the  sentiments  of  loyalty 
and  attachment  expressed  during  the  Jubilee  year  should 
crystallise  into  a  unifying  of  the  Empire  in  commercial 
affairs  as  well  as  legislative.  At  present  we  Canadians, 
though  British  in  Government  and  in  sentiment,  are  American 
in  business.  This  need  not  be  so  if  the  obstacles,  in  the  way 
of  freer  and  more  frequent  intercourse,  be  once  broken  down. 
Our  Government  has  shown  its  willingness  to  do  its  part  in 
a  practical  manner:  (1)  in  the  recent  tariff-changes  giving 
preference  to  goods  of  British  production  ;  (2)  in  putting  on 
the  statute-book  an  equitable  and  just  Insolvency  Act, 
applying  to  the  whole  Dominion,  and  affording  equal  protec- 
tion to  all  creditors;  and  (3)  in  moving  towards  Imperial 
penny  postage. 

The  effects  of  these  three  Acts  are  already  being  felt.  It 
remains  to  be  seen  how  far  the  English  Government  and 
English  business-houses  will  enter  into  the  spirit  of  the  age, 
and  bind  together  our  great  Empire  with  solid  commercial 
ties,  and  friendship  begotten  of  easy  and  pleasurable  inter- 
course. 

Speaking  for  the  drug-trade,  there  is  no  reason  why 
English  manufacturers  of  pharmaceutical  and  galenical 
preparations,  surgical  instruments  and  appliances,  chemical 
apparatus,  glassware,  toilet-soaps,  perfumes,  brushes,  combs, 
and  druggists'  sundries  generally  should  not  receive  the  bulk 
of  Canada's  import-trade  in  these  lines,  if  they  but  study  the 
conditions  of  this  market  and  put  themselves  on  a  footing 
where  they  can  compete  with  our  United  States  friends,  who 
now  control,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  the  bulk  of  the 
manufacturing  and  importing.  In  the  way  of  accomplishing 
this,  the  following  suggestions  may  not  be  amiss: — 

1.  Increase  the  number  of  travellers  coming  direct  to  us 
from  headquarters.  If  the  English  drug  and  drug-sundry 
trade  in  Canada  is  to  be  increased,  it  will  be  through  the 
retail  trade  rather  than  the  wholesale ;  and  manufacturers 
and  exporters  should  seek  to  come  more  closely  into  contact 
with  the  retailers. 

2  Issue  special  Canadian  price-lists.  Make  out  all  in- 
voices and  quotations  in  dollars  and  cents,  instead  of  pounds, 
shillings,  and  pence. 

3  Encourage  our  Governments  in  establishing  more 
frequent  and  faster  steamboat-service,  so  that  mails  may  be 
more  frequently  exchanged  and  small  packages  of  goods  be 
gotten  out  more  expeditiously  than  now.  This  is  a  most 
important  matter.  The  time  required  to  get  goods  by  express 
from  New  York  or  Chicago  varies  from  four  to  ten  days  from 
date  of  mailing  order ;  by  ordinary  freight  from  six  to  sixteen 
days  ;  while  it  takes  from  six  to  ten  weeks  to  get  goods  from 
London  or  Liverpool.  Unless  this  handicap  be  materially 
reduced  English  houses  can  hardly  expect  to  control  our 
imports.  Shippers  should  be  particularly  careful  about 
catching  first  return  steamer ;  and  very  close  connections 
should  be  secured  between  English  and  Canadian  express 
companies,  so  that  parcels  may  come  in  the  most  direct, 
quickest,  and  cheapest  route.  It  ought  to  be  out  of  place  to 
mention  these  little  points,  but,  unfortunately,  our  experience 
has  taught  us  that  English  exporters  are  not  so  anxious  to 
protect  the  interests  of  their  customers  as  are  the  American, 
doubtless  because  they  feel  that  they  do  not  have  to. 

4.  The  popularising  of  prices  would  be  another  matter  for 
attention.  Certain  prices  are  more  "  catchy  "  than  others. 
With  us,  of  course,  25  cents  and  10  cents  are  the  most  popular 
retail  prices  for  patent  medicines,  and  where  goods  can  be 
listed  at  prices  to  sell  at  one  of  these  figures  they  are  more 


easily  pushed.  Many  of  the  proprietary-medicine  manu- 
facturers have  adopted  a  rebate  system  aimed  to  prevent 
cutting  in  prices,  and  also  to  keep  the  sale  of  their  prepara- 
tions in  the  bands  of  the  druggists. 

Before  closing,  let  me  urge  that  the  spirit  of  reciprocity 
prevail  ;  and  as  Canada  has  shown  a  desire  to  favour  the 
products  of  the  Mother  Country,  so  let  England  give  pre- 
ference to  Canadian  agricultural  produce,  if  possible  by 
tariff,  if  not  by  actual  preference  in  the  open  market.  This 
is  perfectly  safe,  as  Canadian  foodstuffs  are  rapidly  securing, 
the  highest  reputation.  Yours  truly, 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia.  Canuck.  (16/2.) 

Testing  Thyroid  Gland. 

SiE, — In  a  paper  read  before  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  at  Belfast,  August,  1898  (C.  $  D.,  August  13, 
page  298),  by  Dr.  MoWalter,  the  following  statement  is- 
made  : — 

"  Thyroid-gland  tablets  should  be  suspected  unless  they 
show  traces  of  iodine.  Dissolve  a  tablet  in  water  and  add' 
some  drops  of  strong  nitric  acid,  afterwards  a  few  drops 
of  chloroform,  which  ought  to  show,  after  agitation,  the 
characteristic  violet  tint.'' 

We  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  this  method  of 
testing  thyroid  gland  is  quite  impracticable  and  misleading. 
In  the  first  place,  thyroid  glands  are  not  soluble  in  water, 
and,  furthermore,  any  iodine  which  may  be  liberated  by  the 
above  test  would  not  be  detected,  owing  to  the  precipitation, 
of  albuminous  matters  which  form  an  emulsion  with  the 
chloroform. 

A  recognised  method  of  testing  which  is  both  practicable- 
and  accurate  is  conducted  as  follows :  Powdered  thyroid 
gland  is  thoroughly  incorporated  with  a  mixture  of  equal 
parts  of  dried  sodium  carbonate  and  potassium  nitrate,  and 
fused  in  a  crucible.  The  white,  fused  mass  is  then  dissolved 
in  a  little  water,  the  solution  filtered,  a  few  drops  of  chloro- 
form added,  and  after  acidifying  with  dilute  sulphuric  acid 
the  mixture  is  shaken.  When  even  traces  of  iodine  are 
present,  the  chloroform  will  then  show  the  characteristic- 
violet  tint.  (Compare  also  Baumann,  Zeilschrift  filr  Phy- 
siolog.  Chemie,  xxii.,  2.) 

In  corroboration  of  these  remarks  we  may  note  the- 
following  observations : — 

1.  By  the  method  of  testing  which  we  have  indicated  a 
distinct  iodine  reaction  was  obtained  with  one  thyroid- 
gland  tabloid,  whereas  by  the  method  proposed  by  Dr 
MoWalter  no  reaction  was  obtained  even  when  ten  times 
this  amount  was  used  for  the  test. 

2  Parallel  experiments  with  such  small  amounts  of  free 
iodine  as  may  readily  be  detected  in  a  simple  solution  by  the 
violet  colouration  imparted  to  chloroform  have  shown  that  it 
cannot  be  so  detected  in  the  presence  of  albuminous  matters, 
&c,  such  as  are  contained  in  the  thyroid  gland,  even  wheri 
the  amount  of  iodine  is  considerably  increased. 

Bubkoughs,  Wellcome  &  Co. 

Snow  Hill  Buildings,  London,  E.C.,  August  19. 

Thyroiodin. 

Sir, — The  remarks  made  at  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  as  to  the  costly  character  of  thyroiodin  did  not 
refer  to  the  preparation  made  by  the  Elberfeld  Farben- 
fabriken  Company,  but  to  the  thyroiodin  contained  in  it. 
This  preparation,  known  as  iodo-thyrine,  is  made  up,  accord- 
ing to  the  label,  with  sugar  of  milk,  so  that  each  gramme 
shall  constantly  contain  0  0003  gramme  of  iodine. 

Assuming  thyroiodin  to  contain  nearly  10  per  cent,  of 
iodine,  the  proportion  of  thyroiodin  would  be  0  003 
gramme,  or  l0nca.  Taking  the  cost  of  the  preparation  at 
10s.  per  oz.,  the  value  of  the  thyroiodin  would  run  out 
about  166Z.  10s.  per  oz.  if  these  figures  are  correct. 

I  am,  yours  obediently, 

Glenwood,  Dalmuir.  Edw.  C.  C.  Stanford. 

The  B.P.  at  Belfast. 

SiE, — In  common,  I  think,  with  many  others,  I  was  dis- 
appointed at  the  premature  closing  of  the  Pharmacopoeia* 
discussion  at  Belfast.  With  your  permission,  I  will,  there- 
fore, take  this  opportunity  of  replying  to  some  of  the 
criticism  on  my  paper  : — 

With  regard  to  the  separation  of  strychnine  and  brucine  in 
the  estimation-process  for  mix  vomica,  I  think  my  point  was 
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Hiardly  understood.  No  amount  of  washing  appears  to  free  the 
(precipitate  absolutely  from  brucine,  while  the  bitter  taste  persists 
in  the  filtrate.  Prolonged  washing,  moreover,  causes  a  con- 
siderable diminution  in  weight,  with  a  probable  loss  of  strychnine. 
Results,  therefore,  differ  in  accordance  with  each  analyst's  idea  as 
io  the  proper  quantity  of  acidulated  water  to  be  used  for  washing 
the  precipitate.  Mr.  Farr  condemns  the  reprecipitation  process, 
but  will  he  tell  us  how  we  are  to  know  when  the  strjchnine 
precipitate  is  sufficiently  free  from  brucine  for  all  practical 
purposes  ? 

Ext.  Pliysostigmntis. — In  the  absence  of  any  definite  standard 
of  weight  for  the  finished  product  in  the  process  for  this  pre- 
paration, there  will  undoubtedly  be  variance  in  the  potency  of 
samples  from  different  sources. 

Concent  rated  Liquors. — Mr.  Umney  says  that  the  B.P.  process 
•does  exhaust  the  drugs.  It  may  in  some  cases,  but  I  have  before 
■me  now  a  sample  of  liq.  chiratEe  cone,  made  strictly  in  accordance 
with  the  Pharmacopoeia,  and  the  residual  marc  is  certainly  not 
•exhausted. 

Syr.  Ferri  Phosphatis  cum  Quininu  et  Strychnina. — I  have 
so  far  found  the  B.P.  process  unsatisfactory,  as  have  others.  Mr. 
Martindale's  objection  to  the  precipitation  process  is,  however, 
•worthy  of  consideration. 

Tincture  of  Strophanthus — On  the  strength  of  a  journalistic 
note,  I  made  the  tentative  suggestion  that  this  tincture  did  not 
■differ  so  widely  from  the  1890  preparation  as  would  appear  from 
the  formula.  Mr.  Farr  says  that  there  is  practically  no  difference 
in  the  exhaustion  of  the  drug,  whether  a  strong  or  weak  alcoholic 
.menstruum  be  used  fThis  was  disproved  fourteen  years  ago  by 
Mr.  Adam  Gibson. — Ed.  C.  cC-  D.],  and  as  I  have  no  experimental 
•data  to  compare  with  his,  I  accept  his  conclusions. 

01.  Lavand.  Ext. — I  hear  from  a  distiller  that  "  he  doubts  if  it 
as  at  all  possible  to  obtain  oil  of  the  B.P.  density,  seeing  that  the 
average  does  not  exceed  '315." 

TJng.  Hydra  rg.  Nit. — The  B.P.  process  may  not  be  a  perfect 
■one,  but  I  have  obtained  good  results  with  it.  Two  points  are  of 
importance,  the  quality  of  the  olive  oil  used,  and  the  preparation 
of  the  mercury  solution  in  an  open  vessel,  so  that  the  fumes  may 
•be  rapidly  carried  away. 

TJng.  Staphisagriee. — It  may  be  remembered  that  Mr.  Bal- 
nnanno  Squire  some  time  ago  stated,  as  the  result  of  experiments, 
that  the  activity  of  stavesacre  was  entirely  due  to  the  oil,  and,  if 
that  be  so,  it  would  be  well  if  the  present  wasteful  and  trouble- 
some process  were  modified,  as  suggested  in  my  paper. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Conference  for  the 
kind  reception  of  a  hastily-prepared  paper,  arid  you,  Sir,  for 
allowing  me  to  reply  in  your  journal. 

I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

Exeter,  August  23.  H.  Wipp£.ll  Gadd. 

New  B.P.  Processes. 

SiE, — Having  had  occasion  to  prepare,  on  a  reasonably 
large  scale,  certain  preparations  of  the  new  B.P.  which  appeal 
especially  to  the  manipulative  skill  of  the  chemist,  I  should 
be  glad  to  know  if  some  of  your  correspondents  are  of  the 
same  mind  as  myself 

Firstly,  that  perennial  trouble — pil.  ferri.  I  do  not  myself 
find  fifteen  minutes  long  enough  for  Ihe  completion  of  the 
■chemicalaction.  I  know  it  says  "until  the  action  is  completed" 
but  if  one  wants  to  send  out  a  gross  or  two  for  a  prescription 
it  is  not  always  convenisnt  to  have  to  wait.  I  find,  however, 
that  if  the  mass  is  mixed  as  ordered,  and  then  placed  over  a 
water-bath,  the  action  is  considerably  accelerated,  and  a 
.good  pill,  which  keeps  well,  results. 

Secondly,  paraffin  and  spermaceti  ointments  are  directed  to 
foe  made  by  stirring  the  melted  mass  until  cold.  1  do  not 
think  these  directions  are  required  ;  I  even  venture  to  think 
they  are  in  the  way  of  making  a  good  ointment.  Mr.  Boa 
suggested  some  years  back  that  if  certain  ointments  made 
with  the  hard  and  soft  paraffin  base  were  allowed  to  cool 
without  being  disturbed,  a  more  uniform  mass  resulted  than 
when  stirring  was  resorted  to.  I  find  this  to  be  distinctly  so 
in  the  above.  Probably  stirring  induces  the  external  cold 
air  to  enter  and  causes  unequal  cooling  of  the  hard  and  the 
soft  paraffin,  and  so  causes  "lumps."  The  same  would  apply 
to  the  hard  white  wax  and  the  almond  oil.  Ointments  I 
have  prepared  by  simply  melting  the  whole  mass,  well  mixing, 
and  allowing  to  cool  undisturbed,  I  have  found  to  leave 
nothing  to  be  desired.  Yours  sincerely, 

76  Kensington  Park  Road,  W.        H KKBEiiT  Roberts. 

Politics  of  the  Future. 

SiE, — A  careful  study  of  the  week-end  literature  of  the 
last  few  weeks  causes  me  to  be  desirous  of  making  a  few 
observations.  I 


What  is  this  extraordinary  excitement  1  Is  there  some 
difference  of  motive,  or  are  the  objects  aimed  at  different, 
and  who  are  nrost  interested  in  getting  a  clear  issue 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  ordinary  or  every-day  chemist, 
who  lives  almost  entirely  outside  the  profession  he  has  been 
educated  for,  is  the  one  most  concerned,  and  tbat  the  subject 
is  too  serious  for  intellectual  calisthenics  merely.  We  take 
it  the  object  aimed  at  is  such  an  alteration  in  facts  that 
there  may  eventually  be  some  reasonable  justification  for 
acquiring  qualification. 

If  this'is  so,  why  do  our  leaders  not  make  it  clear,  and  in- 
stead of  "  Now,  gentlemen,  we  have  opened  the  door  for  you  ; 
pay  your  guineas,  vote  for  Council  auditors  and  annuitants, 
and,  if  you  like,  put  up  for  a  seat  yourself  on  the  Council," 
why  cannot  they  accept  the  responsibility  of  their  position, 
and  formulate  a  policy  understandable  of  the  people  and  in 
the  light  of  to-day  ?    It  is  their  simple  duty. 

The  arguments  of  upholders  of  the  doctiine  that  the 
Square  can  do  no  wrong  seem  always  to  be,  "  The  Council 
does  an  immense  amount  of  work— good  work — butai«a5S 
in  camera;  all  behind  the  scenes.  You  must  not  condemn 
the  Council."  What  use  is  this?  Only  the  man  who  pre- 
cariously earns  his  living  ran  represent  the  great  bulk  of 
the  trade,  unless — and  to  this  I  would  earnestly  invite  the 
attention  of  the  Council  and  other  leaders — they  look  into 
our  circumstances  and  think  and  act  from  our  point  of  view. 
The  Legislature  would  wish  to  legislate  from  our  and  the 
public  point  of  view  only  :  it  therelore  follows  that  this  is 
the  view  our  Council  must  be  familiar  with  if  it  js  ever  to 
be  what  I  believe  it  wishes  to  be — a  representative  and 
efficient  body.  So  long  as  pharmaceutical  politics  are  of 
the  hole-and-corner  kind,  so  must  they  remain  helpless  and 
powerless  for  good. 

We  need  at  the  present  time  a  policy  of  openness. 
Publicity  is  the  panacea  that  would  work  wonders.  Give 
us  this,  and  men  will  join  the  Society;  but  unless  there  is 
an  evidence  of  straight  business,  open,  and  active  work,  all 
I  can  say  is  that  the  sole  effect  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts 
Amendment  Act  will  be  to  destroy  the  Major  examination. 
There  is  only  one  thing  that  can  vivify  the  dry  bones  of  the 
drug-trade,  and  that  is  a  possibility  of  some  approximation 
to  a  vocation.  Yours  truly, 

The  Common  oh  Gakden  Chemist.  (19/61.) 

Pharmaceutical  Analyst. 

Sir, — Your  comment  under  the  heading  "  Utilising  the 
Major  Examination"  is  au  excellent  one. 

If  there  are  qualified  chemists  who  have  the  pluck,  without 
any  apparent  extra  profit  to  themselves,  to  undertake  the 
difficult  task  of  "going  for  the  Major,'  surely  that  alone  is 
sufficient  reason  for  offering  a  privilege  to  Major  men,  which 
will  still  further  the  interests  of  the  Society  and  bring  out 
talent  which,  at  present,  is  suppressed  rather  than 
developed. 

I  once  suggested  to  a  trade  journal  that,  in  order  to  keep 
up  the  valuable  work  acquired  by  "Major"  men,  post- 
graduate competitions  should  be  instituted,  but  the  suggeotion 
was  not  acted  upon. 

_  For  my  part,  should  a  pest-graduate  examination  for  the 
title  of  "pharmaceutical  analyst  "or  "  analytical  chemist" 
be  established,  I  hope  to  be  one  of  the  first  to  enter. 
Yours  truly, 

A.  W.  Nu.vx, 

Pharmaceutical  Chemist. 

[We  have  received  a  clever  but  anonymous  communication 
on  this  subject  professing  to  report  a  conversation  between 
chemists'  assistants.  The  tone  of  the  sketch  is  entirely 
favourable  to  the  suggestion,  but  we  should  not  be  disposed 
to  print  the  article  for  the  reason  that  it  assumes  an  an- 
tagonism between  this  journal  and  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  which  really  does  not  exist.  If  the  demand  for  such 
a  utilisation  of  the  Major  examination  as  has  been  suggested 
grows,  we  have  no  doubt  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  will  give  it  fair  consideration.  It  is  decidedly  to  the 
interest  of  the  Society  that  they  should  do  go.] 

Correcting  a  Report. 

Sir. — Tn  your  bankruptcy  report  of  John  Henry  Atherton, 
page  342  of  to-day's  issue  of  your  paper,  we  must  object, 
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first,  that  this  man  held  the  position  of  manager  of  this  com- 
pany from  1888-96,  because  the  company  was  only  incor- 
porated in  December,  1894,  when  he  became  manager  and 
remained  with  us  to  about  July,  1896. 

Second,  "at  small  salary"  is  an  open  question.  He 
received  31.  each  week  for  his  services,  which,  we  think,  ample 
in  a  small  town  like  Wigan,  seeing  that  from  his  previous 
bankruptcy  he  had  been  carrying  the  business  on,  presum- 
ably in  his  father's  name  and  unsuccessfully,  until  we  came 
to  his,  or,  rather,  their,  relief,  for  family  reasons,  and  made 
best  arrangements  we  could  with  his  creditors  and  took 
deficiency  to  ourselves. 

Excuse  cur  troubling  you,  but  we  do  not  appreciate  that 
misleading  remarks  should  go  abroad  to  our  detriment. 
Yours  truly, 

The  Wigan  Deug-stobes  (Limited), 
Oates  Rushton,  Chairman. 

9  Market  Street,  Wigan, 
August  20. 


Dispensing  Notes. 

This  section  is  intended  for  the  elucidation  of  dispensing 
difficulties.  Subscribers  and  their  employes  may  contribute 
to  it,  criticising  any  of  the  following  notes  Or  contributing 
notes  on  prescriptions  which  they  have  found  to  be  of 
unusual  interest. 


Pill-exeipient. 
SiE, — Please  state  the  best  excipient  for  the  following 
pills.    Have  tried  glycerin  and  syrup  and  glucose,  but  they 
swell  enormously  after  a  few  days  :— 

Cimicifugin   gr.  xij. 

Caulophyllin   gr.  xvj. 

P.  aloes  barb     gr.  viij. 

Ext.  hellebori   gr.  viij. 

Ferr.  redact   gr.  xij. 

Iff. 

Ft  piL  xij. 

And  oblige 

Chemicus.    (12; 31.) 

[Glycerin  of  tragacaDthis  a  satisfactory  excipient  for  these 
pills.  The  mass  must,  however,  be  thoroughly  kneaded  be- 
fore rolling.] 

Precipitate  in  Mixture. 
SiE, — Would  you  please  account  for  the  deposit  in  the 
following  mixture  ?    When  dispensed  it  is  nice  and  clear,  but 
on  standing  for  a  few  minutes  it  becomes  muddy : — ■ 

Calcii  hypophosph   gr.  Ixiv. 

Tr.  nuc.  voni....       ...       ...       ...  5'ij- 

Tr.  cardam.  co.       ...       ...       ...  5vss. 

Inf.  calumbae  ad     ...       ...       ...  §viij. 

M. 

ASSISTANT.     (13, 31.) 

[The  precipitate  is  due  to  the  formation  of  a  lake  with 
the  colouring-matter  of  the  tr.  card,  co.,  and  cannot  be 
avoided.] 

An  Aqueous  Ointment. 

Sie, — I  enclose  a  sample  of  this  ointment,  made  up  as  the 
recipe  given  in  the  C.  B.,  August  20.  page  354,  as  fol- 
lows:—  Mix  the  sulphur  and  salicjlic  acid  intimately,  then 
add  the  lanoline  on  a  slab,  then  add  the  oil  and  water  alter- 
nately until  fluid,  transfer  to  a  W.M.  bottle,  add  the  re- 
mainder of  the  oil  and  water,  and  shake  well.  This  is  too 
fluid  for  an  ointment,  and  should  have  been  called  "  The 
Cream."  Yours  truly, 

A.  F.  Tayloe.  (18/58.) 

[The  sample  sent  has  not  separated.] 

Sie, — I  think  if  your  correspondent  will  mix  the  sulphur 
and  salicylic  acid  with  the  almond  oil,  then  rub  down  the 
lanoline  with  some  of  the  water  until  thin,  and  afterwards 
stir  in  the  almond  oil,  &c,  alternately  with  the  remainder  of 
the  water,  as  in  emulsion-making,  he  will  obtain  satisfactory 
results.  Some  I  prepared  a  few  days  ago  has  shown  no  signs 
of  separating.  Yours  faithfully, 

Heebeet  Roberts.  (17/73.) 

Sir, — I  find  the  ointment  can  be  prepared  as  written  if 
mixed  as  follows  : — Rub  up  the  lanoline  with  about  5].  of  the  I 


water,  and  then  add  the  remainder  of  the  water  and  oil 
alternately  (.^ss.  at  a  time)  with  vigorous  stirring.  Then 
add  the  sulphur  and  acid,  previous!}'  rubbed  down  with  a 
little  of  the  oil.  I  enclose  a  sample  of  some  I  made  two 
days  ago.  Yours  faithfully 

J.  Gilmoue.  (18/59.) 

[The  sample  is  a  perfect  cream.] 

Sir, — I  have  obtained  a  very  satisfactory  result  by  the 
following  method  : — 

Rub  the  lanoline  with  a  little  (about  sjj.)  of  the  ol.  amygd  , 
and  add  the  powders,  rubbfd  smooth  with  a  little  water. 
Work  this  thoroughly  in,  then  add  gradually  the  water 
(about  5],  or  "jij.  at  a  time),  making  sure  that  each  lot  is 
thoroughly  incorporated  before  adding  the  next.  When 
about  -,vj.  or  so  of  water  has  been  added  this  ointment  will 
get  thick  and  gelatinous,  when  about  "jij.  ol.  amygd.  may  be 
added.  In  this  way  all  the  water  may  be  incorporated,  and 
when  this  is  accomplished  there  will  be  gj.  or  ~,vj.  of 
ol.  amygd.  left. 

Put  the  ointment  into  a  wide-mouth  bottle,  add  the  oil  all 
at  once,  and  shake.  The  result  is  a  thick,  creamy  emulsion, 
which  does  not  separate. 

I  made  mine  five  days  ago,  and  there  is  no  sign  of  separa- 
tion. Yours  faithfully, 

Lees,  near  Oldham.  Thomas  Wade. 

T.  I.  J.  n.  writes  that  this  prescription  is  a  favourite 
one  with  a  Liverpool  specialist,  who,  however,  generally 
prescribes  aq.  calcis  in  place  of  plain  water. 


Legal  Queries. 

We  do  not  give  legal  opinions  by  post.  Information  regarding 
most  legal  matters  in  connection  with  pharmacy  will  be  found 
in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diaky,  and  in  "Pharmacy 
and  Poison  Laws  of  the  United  Kingdom,"  and  Alpe's 
"  Handy -book  of  Medicine-stamp  Duty." 


1631.  Energy. — You  will  find  particulars  concerning  the 
registration  of  a  company  in  the  C.  Jy  T).  Diary,  1898.  These 
were  given  more  fully  in  the  Diaey,  1896. 

15/42.  H.  M. — You  must  pay  your  assistant's  salary 
while  he  is  in  your  service,  no  matter  how  long  his  illness 
may  last.  You  can  only  get  rid  of  your  responsibility  in 
this  respect  by  giving  him  the  proper  notice  to  terminate 
the  engagement.  It  is.  however,  an  undecided  legal  question 
whether  you  are  justified  in  debiting  him  with  such  extra 
assistance  as  you  have  to  pay  for  as  a  substitute  for  him. 

12  27.  Lease. — The  landlord  has  no  claim  to  ordinary 
shopfittings  on  the  expiration  of  the  lease.  New  doors  or 
windows,  or  suchlike  integral  parts  of  the  structure,  would 
belong  to  him. 

17/11.  Grana  Parad.,  commenting  on  our  reply  to 
"Blissful"  last  week,  points  out  that,  whereas  his  question 
applied  to  private  individuals  makiDg  beer  and  stout  for 
their  own  use,  our  reply  refers  to  licensed  brewers.  This  is 
not  so.  We  quoted  from  the  old  Act  the  reference  to 
licensed  brewers,  &c,  in  the  old  Act ;  but  our  reply  was 
correct,  in  view  of  the  exact  terms  of  the  question.  "  G.  P." 
is  apparently  not  aware  that  everyone  who  brews  beer,  if  his 
house  exceeds  the  value  of  81.  per  year,  must  be  licensed. 
There  are  licences  "  for  sale,"  and.  licences  "  not  for  sale." 

19/13.  Mercury. — A  shopkeeper  cannot  be  compelled  to 
sell  any  article  in  his  stock  to  a  customer.  We  do  not  pre- 
tend to  know  the  laws  which  affect  publicans,  but  we  under- 
stand they  can  be  required  to  supply  refreshment  to 
travellers  ;  but  we  are  not  aware  that  they  can  be  compelled 
to  sell  liquor  to  anyone  who  asks  for  it. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

2/10.    Iodum. — We  have  no  formula  for  Dr.  More's  liq. 
sodii,  arsen.,  et  iodidi.    Perhaps  some  reader  can  help  us  with 
1  this. 
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29/7.  F.  S.  H. — We  have  not  had  any  complaints  of  the 
formula  for  shoe-dressing,  page  325  in  "  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas."  Will  you  try  a  few  experiments  with  reduced 
quantities  of  gelatin  and  tragacantb,  and  let  us  know  how 
you  succeed  ? 

254/41.  J.  K. — White  Liniment. — The  formula  given  in 
C.  Sf  -D--  December  11,  1897,  page  937,  makes  a  capital  lini- 
ment.   Try  it. 

3/34.  W.  II.  B — What  you  take  to  be  inconsistency  in 
the  two  formulas  for  "Ball-room  Floor  Powder"  in  "Phar- 
maceutical Formulas  "  is  not  so.  Both  formulas  are  vouched 
for  as  being  perfection,  so  you  have  only  to  choose  which 
you  will  use,  and  may  be  sure  of  a  good  result. 

257/69.  Bismuth. — Light-brown  hair  can  be  darkened  by 
using  any  of  the  dyes  given  in  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas," 
using  nitrate  of  silver  in  the  proportion  of  20  gr.  to  the 
ounce.  You  must,  of  course,  keep  the  dye  off  the  skin,  as 
there  are  no  really  effective  selective  dyes  known. 

3/14.  A.  F.  Z.  (Belgium). — Your  best  plan  will  be  to  buy 
a  copy  of  '-Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  wherein,  as  well  as 
some  dozen  recipes  for  the  sauces  you  require,  you  will  find 
some  thousands  of  useful  formulas. 

257/16  S.  W.  A.  T.  asks  "What  is  ground-nut  oil,  and 
where  obtainable  ? "  Ground-nut  oil  (nut  oil,  earthnut  oil, 
arachis  oil,  peanut  oil)  is  obtained  from  Arachis  liypogeea;  it 
is  used  as  a  substitute  for  (and  adulterant  of)  olive  oil,  lard 
oil,  &c.    Any  wholesale  house  will  supply  it. 

1/60.  J.  W. — Spruce  Black  Beer. — A  thicker  preparation 
thai  the  essence  e;iven  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  page 
242,  is  obtained  by  using  concentrated  caramel  and  treacle 
as  the  basis,  instead  of  caramel  alone. 

1/62.  Birdstvffer.  —  Arsenic-solution  for  Preserving 
Beetles.  &c  ,  is  made  by  dissolving  arsenic  to  saturation  in 
alcohol  (about  1  gr.  in  an  ounce),  'the  insects  are  soaked 
in  this  solution  for  from  twelve  to  twenty-four  hours,  and 
then  taken  out  and  dried.  It  does  not  affect  the  colour  of 
the  beetles. 

1/55.    Storax. — Tonic-rnixture  : — 

Ac.  nit.  mur.  dil.      ...       ...       ...  5ss. 

Tr.  aurantii,  B.P.,  1898    3j. 

Spt.  chloroformi    f,j. 

Tr.  persionis  ...       ...       ...       ...  5ij-  vel  q.s. 

Aq.  dest.  ad   ...       ...       ...       ...  Uj. 

Mix  and  filter  bright. 
Dose,  one  tablespoonful  in  water  twice  or  thrice  daily. 

2  67.  B.  N. — Calcium  Carbide  is  prepared  by  the  fusion 
of  lime  and  coke  in  an  electric  furnace.  The  lime  requires 
to  be  free  from  magnesia,  phosphates,  and  sulphates,  and  the 
coke  to  be  a  dense  kind  of  low  ash.  The  Willson  patents 
are  worked  in  this  country  by  the  Acetylene  Illuminating 
Company,  at  Foyers.  As  you  say  yon  want  to  make  carbide 
"  regardless  of  expense,"  you  had  better  first  arrange  with 
the  patentees,  and  then  buy  up  a  waterfall  for  a  start. 

208/32.  A.  W.  (Transvaal)  sends  us  a  sample  of  Powder 
for  Horse- sickness  which  is  interesting,  Dot  so  much  from 
novelty  of  composition,  as  from  having  been  successfully 
used  by  two  celebrated  highway  robbers  out  there.  The 
powder  was  taken  from  them  when  they  were  captured,  the 
local  landrost  handing  it  to  our  subscriber.  It  consists 
of— 

Powdered  gentian    ...       ...       ...      4  oz. 

Black  antimony       ...       ...       ...      2  oz. 

Powdered  liquorice  ...       ...       ...    10  oz. 

Powdered  fenugreek  ...       ...  oz. 

Peroxide  of  iron       ...       ...       ...  oz. 

Mix. 

11/9.  Inquisitive. — Thebai'cum  is  mentioned  in  connec- 
tion with  opium  by  Simon  JanueD.sis,  physician  to  Pope 
Nicholas  IV.  (A  D.  1288-92),  in  Clair's  "  Sanationis."  This  is 
the  earliest  reference  we  can  find. 


10/29.  B.  H.  A. — Furniture-cream. —  In  "Pharmaceu- 
tical Formulas,"  pages  312-14,  you  will  find  just  the 
information  you  require.  There  have  been  maDy  furniture- 
cream  recipes  in  past  numbers  of  the  C.  A-  ~D ,  such  as 
February  5,  1898,  page  255. 

12/74.    J.  J.  C— Ink  for  Rubber  Stamps  (red)  :— 

Diamond  fuchsin,  1   5ij- 

Distilled  water    5x. 

Acetic  acid     ...       ...       ...       ...  5ij. 

Rectified  spirit    Jiss. 

Glycerin  to    ...       ...       ...       ...  Jx. 

Rub  together  in  a  mortar  till  dissolved. 

For  other  colours  see  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas," 
page  381. 

13/6.  Mona. — There  is  no  way  of  changing  Irish  whisky 
into  Scotch  by  simple  addition  of  flavours,  and,  besides, 
anybody  who  knew  the  taste  of  Scotch  whisky  would  at 
once  detect  and  object  to  a  doctored-up  spirit. 

13/25.  Bam. — A  solution  of  shellac  in  spirit  is  the  best 
thing  to  use  to  stick  linen  on  wood  which  it  is  intended  to 
keep  under  water. 

13/55.  Nemo. — Nit-pomade  not  containing  scheduled 
poison  : — 

Naphthalin    ...       ...       ...       ...  Jj, 

Camphor       ...       ...       ...       ...  5iv. 

Eucalyptus  oil    5ij- 

Heavy  petroleum  oil  ...       ...  Sviij. 

Ceresine       ...       ...       ...       ...  §i. 

Dissolve  the  naphthalin  and  camphor  in  the  melted  mixture  of 
ceresine  and  oil,  stir  till  nearly  cold,  and  add  the  eucalyptus. 

13/8.  B.  A. — (1)  We  should  be  inclined  to  use  Squire's 
I  lin.  crinale  in  the  obstinate  case  of  hair  falling  out.  There 
is  a  good  deal  of  information  on  the  matter  in  "  Phaima- 
ceutical  Formulas."  (2)  Your  toilet-preparation  reqoires  the 
addition  of  a  preservative  to  keep  it  from  moulding.  Use 
5j.  of  boric  acid  in  the  ?vj.  batch  of  jelly;  this  will  make  a 
good  addition  to  the  healing-properties  of  the  preparation  as 
well  as  keeping  it. 

12/67.  tr.  W. — The  following  are  the  formulas  you 
require  ; — Lin.  Myristicae  Saponatum  : — 


Saponis  myristicae   12  parts 

Dissolve  in— 

Spt.  vini   87  „ 

Strain  and  add— 

01.  macidis      3  „ 

And  place  in  a  cool  place  to  set. 

Sapo  Myristicse. : — 

01.  myristiea?    50  parts 

Liq.  sodae  (lp33  sp.  gr.)   30  „ 

Aq.  destillatre   10  ,, 

Heat  together  in  a  water-bath  for  two  hours,  or  until  saponifica- 
tion has  taken  place,  then  add — 

Sodii  chlor.    ...       ...       ...       ...  15  parts 

Dissolved  in — 

Aq.  Fervente  30  „ 


And  place  in  a  cool  place.  Wash  the  mass  with  water,  and  keep 
in  a  cool  place. 

Information  Wanted. 

The  Editor  will  be  obliged  for  replies  to  the  following  from  any 
who  can  furnish  the  information. 

6,8.  Will  some  chemist  please  oblige  with  the  formula 
for  pulv.  lacnanthes  co.  1 

16/50.  Name  and  address  of  manufacturer  of  "  Alkaline," 
a  paint-removing  chemical. 

18/73.  Thermal  would  like  to  know  of  an  opening  at  some 
summer  thermal  resort  for  a  specialist  in  bacteriology,  and  in 
treating  throat-diseases,  &c,  by  steam-sprays. 
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Notice  to  Betail  Buyers. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  quotations  in  this  section 

are  invariably  the  lowest  net  cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large 
quantities  in  bulk,  and,  for  crude  drugs,  without  charges.  For 
fuller  particulars  see  the  article  "  Lowest  Trade  Terms  "  in  Thb 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  March  19, 1898,  p.  473.  O.i.f.  quotations 
are  for  London  unless  when  otherwise  stated. 

Buyers  of  essential  oils  are  particularly  requested  to  note  that 
low  quotations,  especially  for  Sicilian  essences,  are  rarely,  if 
over,  accompanied  by  guarantee  of  genuineness. 

IN  the  drug  and  produce  trade  there  is  an  impression  that 
business  is  ncn  est,  but  when  one  comes  to  piece  together 
reports  of  a  score  of  merchants  it  transpires  that  things  are 
moving  fairly  well.  Japan  produce,  with  the  exception  of 
wax,  is  moving  upwards.  In  the  chemical  trade  there  is 
more  doing,  especially  in  pure  pharmaceuticals,  which  have 
been  in  rather  brisk  demand  lately.  Changes  are  not 
numerous  this  week,  and  may  be  summed  up  as  under : — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Lower 

Ginger,  Cochin 
"Glycerin  (Eng.) 
Menthol 

Oil  of  peppermint 

(Jap.) 
Oil  of  peppermint 

(Eng.) 
Saffron 

Ammonia  sulphate 

Cascarilla 

Cocaine 

Golden- seal 

Oil  of  star-anise 

Oil  of  spike 

Quillaia 

Arsenic 

Balsam  of  Peru 
Balsam  of  tolu 
Blood-root 
Caustic  soda  (ex- 
port) 
Cinchona 
Cubebs 

Oil,  lavender  (Eng.) 
Oil  of  lemongrass 
Phenazone 

Tinctures  Exported  on  Drawbacks. 

During  the  quarter  ended  June  30,  1898,  drawback  has 
heen  paid  on  16,285  gallons  of  proof  spirit  in  the  tinctures 
and  medicinal  spirit  exported  during  that  period.  These 
figures  are  almost  the  same  as  those  of  the  corresponding 
quarter  of  1897,  but  are  nearly  6,000  gallons  more  than  in 
1896. 

Potassium  Cyanide. 

The  Stassfurt  Chemische  Fabrik  have  recently  increased 
the  number  of  their  incineration  furnaces  from  thirty-six  to 
.fifty-two,  thus  enabling  them  to  make  their  output  of  cyanide 
150  tons  per  month.  The  factory  is  said  to  be  the  largest 
cyanide  one  on  the  Continent. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

The  general  demand  for  the  chief  heavy  chemicals  is  rather 
better,  and  a  fairly  steady  tone  exists.  Miscellaneous  pro- 
ducts, too,  are  moving  somewhat  quicker,  the  demand  from 
the  smaller  consumers  being  distinctly  heavier.  Values  for 
the  most  part  may  be  said  to  be  steady;  certainly  they  do 
not  show  any  indication  of  advancement,  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  except  in  one  or  two  instances,  a  decline  does  not 
.appear  imminent.  Some  small  amount  of  business  is  being 
done  for  delivery  next  year,  but  as  yet  it  is  not  of  a  very 
important  character. 

Alkali  Produce. — Caustic  soda  is  easy,  and  tends  a  shade 
lower  for  export.  Bleaching-powder  quietly  steady,  at  51.  to 
5?.  2s.  6(7.  free  on  rails.  Inquiries  are  commencing  to  come  in  for 
next  year's  contracts,  and  present  quotation  is  for  softwood  casks 
on  rails,  5/.  Soda  crystals  are  still  somewhat  scarce,  and  am- 
monia alkali  maintains  a  firm  tone.  Bicarbonate  of  soda  firm,  at 
unchanged  rates.  Silicates  of  soda  are  in  better  request:  140° 
Tiv,  51.  7s.  6d. ;  100°  Tw.,  3?. ;  and  75°  Tw.,  21.  12s.  6(7.  net,  f.o.b. 
in  usual  casks. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  is  very  firm,  and  prices  have  still  further 
improved.  Beckton,  107.  5s. ;  October-December  delivery,  91.  15s. ; 
Beckton  terms,  prompt,  107.  2s.  6(7.  ;  Hull,  107.  Is.  M. ;  and  London 
,-and  Leith  both  stand  at  about  107.  2s.  6(7.  to  107.  5s.  Exports  from 
Leith  last  week  amounted  to  568  tons. 


Sulphocvaxides  tend  a  shade  lower,  but,  at  present,  there  is  no 
quotable  change. 

Borax  and  Boracic  Acid. — Quiet,  the  former,  powdered  at 
14s.  6(7.,  and  crystals  at  14s.  3(7.,  and  the  latter  at  26s.  and  24s. 

Green  Copperas  is  in  better  demand,  and  prices  are  very  firm. 
Welsh,  at  12s.  6(7.  to  14s.  per  ton  on  rails,  and  best  Lancashire, 
38s.  to  40s.,  f.o.b.  Liverpool. 

Magnesium  Salts  are  for  the  most  part  in  good  request. 
Carbonate,  37s.  6(7.  to  40s.  per  cwt. ;  calcined,  Is.  to  Is.  3(7.  per  lb. ; 
chloride,  27.  10s.  per  ton ;  and  sulphate,  27.  12s.  6(7.  to  27.  17s.  6(7. 
per  ton. 

Sulphate  of  Copper. — Firm,  Anchor,  177.;  and  Liverpool, 
167.  15s.  to  177. 

Brown  Acetate  of  Lime. — Fairly  steady,  and  quoted  57.  2s.  6d. 
to  57.  5s.  ex  ship. 

Liverpool  Drug- market. 

Liverpool,  August  24. 
Castor  Oil. — The  s.s.  Wan derer  has  arrived,  and  good  seconds 
Calcutta  are  showing  signs  of  slight  easiness,  and  sellers  might  be 
found  under  the  current  market  price,  which  is  5^d.  per  lb.  First- 
pressure  French,  on  the  other  hand,  is  firm  on  the  spot  at  3 
although  forward  somewhat  easier  prices  are  being  asked  by 
importers.  Sales  of  good  seconds  Madras  in  quantity  are  reported 
at  2\?,d.  per  lb. 

Honeys  are  in  good  demand,  and  a  sale  of  a  large  parcel— viz., 
360  barrels— of  Chilian  is  reported  at  19s.  6(7.  per  cwt.. while  Pile  I II. 
is  held  for  21s.  per  cwt.,  Pile  II.,  22s.  per  cwt.,  and  Pile  I.  at  23s. 
per  cwt.  as  imported. 

Beeswax. — Market  is  steady,  and  retail  parcels  have  been  sold 
at  77.  5s.  to  77.  10s.  per  cwt.  for  yellow  to  pale  yellow  mixed  as  im- 
ported. 

Spermaceti. — Half  of  the  recent  arrival  of  Chilian  is  reported 
sold  at  Is.  If7.  per  lb. 

Sulphate  of  Copper  is  steady  at  167.  to  167.  15s.  per  ton,  and 
makers  do  not  now  seem  so  confident  of  the  advent  of  higher 
prices  in  the  near  future. 

Anise,  Russian,  is  held  for  17s.  6(7.  to  18s.  per  cwt.,  but  the 
business  passing  is  very  slight. 

Ginger,  African. — Sluggishness  characterises  the  market  for 
this  article,  and  small  transactions  are  taking  place  at  18s.  6(7.  to 
19s.  per  cwt. 

Canary-seed  is  in  a  better  position  than  was  the  case  last  week, 
at  least  800  bags  having  changed  hands  at  28s.  6(7.  per  quarter,  and 
consequently  holders  are  more  hopeful  of  better  figures  shortly. 

Guinea-grains  are  held  for  50s.  per  cwt.,  but  the  stock  in  the 
hands  of  importers  is  very  limited  indeed. 

Scammony-root.  —  There  is  no  alteration  in  the  position  of 
stocks,  but  holders  are  very  steady  in  their  views  that  25s.  per  cwt. 
is  the  value  of  best  root. 

Irish-moss  is  arriving  slowly,  and  the  value  of  common  remains 
77.  10s.,  a  slightly  lower  price  being  refused  from  the  quay. 

Gums. — Arabic  sorts  are  steady,  with  limited  sales  at  unchanged 
rates,  the  quotations  remaining  unaltered  at  70s.  to  80s.  Medium 
qualities  are  quiet,  with  only  a  small  business  passing.  A  further 
direct  shipment  of  Senegal  is  to  hand,  the  shipments  of  this  kind 
becoming  more  regular. 

Kola-nuts  are  very  inactive,  and  buyers  are  wanted  of  West 
African  at  1^(7.  per  lb.  as  imported. 

Quillaia-bark  is  becoming  firmer  every"day,  and  the  value  at 
present  has  risen  to  197.  10s.  to  207.  per  ton,  with  the  probability 
of  better  rates  ruling  shortly. 

Hamburg-  Drug=rnarket. 

Hamburg,  August  23. 
Our  drug-market  is  quiet,  and  shows  very  few  changes 
since  last  week. 

Aniseed  (Russian)  is  quiet  at  34m.  per  100  kilos. 

Balsam  Tolu. — Unaltered  at  3^m.  to  3.60m.  per  kilo. 

Cinnamon. — Chips  are  firm,  with  a  good  demand  for  spot 
deliver}- ;  forward  sales  have  been  made  at  equal  to  2]  j|(7.  per  lb. 

Camphor  (Refined)  is  firmer.  Holders  now  ask  225m.  to 
227km.  per  ICO  kilos. 

Coriander  is  quiet,  and  offering  at  12hm.  per  100  kilos. 

Honey  is  firm,  with  a  fair  demand.  Chilian,  Pile  I.,  49m.  to 
50m. ;  Pile  II.,  47m.  to  48m.;  Pile  III.,  46m.  to  46Am.  per  100 
kilos. 

Menthol. — Steady  at  15km.  per  kilo. 

Quinine  is  quiet  and  neglected.    To-day's  quotation  is  un- 
changed at  26m.  per  kilo. 
Ipecacuanha  (Rioj. — Still  19^m.  per  kilo. 

Oils  (Fixed). — Cod-liver  is  quiet,  and  shows  hardly  any  busi- 
ness; non-congealing  oil  is  quoted  at  80m.  to  85m.  per  barrel. 
Castor  is  quiet  and  slow,  of  sale  ;  first  pressing  in  Dariels,  on  the 
spot,  55nm. :  forward,  55km.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils  (Essential). — Russian  anise  is  quiet  at  13m.  per  kilo. 
Star-anise  steady  at  15m.  per  kilo.  Cajuput,  90m.  per  case  of 
25  bottles.  Peppermint,  HGH  costs  5.3t'm.  per  lb.  ;  Japanese, 
firm  at  6hn.  per  kilo. 
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American  Markets. 

New  York,  August  9. 
The  drug-market  has  been  quiet  during  the  past  week, 
and  there  is  little  of  importance  to  record.  The  cereal  crops 
are  reported  as  likely  to  be  unusually  abundant,  and  the  crop 
of  crude  druss  will  consequently  receive  less  attention  than 
usual.    All  this  points  in  the  direction  of  higher  prices. 

Balsam  of  Copaiba  is  steady  but  quiet,  41c.  to  42c.  is  the  pre- 
vailing quotation  for  prime  Central  American. 

Buchu-leaves,  Short  are  in  plentiful  supply,  but  are  firmly 
held  in  sympathy  with  foreign  advices,  and  13c.  to  15c.  is  the 
price,  according  to  quality.  Long  prime  green  are  scarce,  and 
offerings  are  very  limited  ;  quotations  are  firm  at  18c.  to  20c. 

Opium  continues  in  fair  demand,  and  prices  are  firm  at  §3.75. 

Quinine  is  in  steady  demand  on  account  of  large  Government 
orders,  and  20c.  is  the  lowest  quotation  accepted  for  foreign  in 
100-oz.  cans. 

Chamomile -FLOWERS  (German)  are  in  steady  demand,  and 
fine  old  stock  is  firm  at  16c. ;  for  new-crop  25c.  is  the  spot  quota- 
tion. 

Cassia  Oil  has  advanced  rapidly,  and  $1.15  to  $1.25  is  now 
asked  for  oil  assaying  70  to  80  per  cent,  of  aldehyde.  Most 
dealers  now  insist  on  not  less  than  a  75-per-cent.  aldehyde  con- 
tent, and  some  require  oil  assaying  80  to  85  per  cent. 

Peppermint  Oil  continues  unchanged,  but  the  undertone  of 
the  market  is  favourable  to  an  early  advance.  Reports  show  that 
the  recent  frost  in  Michigan  did  more  damage  to  the  crop  than 
was  anticipated,  and  the  outlook  is  not  promising.  There  is  con- 
siderable stock  held  over  from  last  year,  and  up  to  the  present  no 
one  seems  inclined  to  raise  prices. 

Senega-root  is  advancing,  and  26c.  is  the  ruling  quotation, 
though  small  parcels  can  be  had  at  24c.  Reports  from  Minnesota 
state  that  this  year's  crop  will  be  very  small,  and  high  prices  are 
anticipated. 

Honey  (Californian).— The  new  crop  is  very  small,  and  prices 
are  going  up.  Not  more  than  20  car-loads  will  be  produced  this 
year.  The  crop  is  not  very  fragrant,  and  New  York  holders  are 
asking  the  equivalent  of  32.s.  per  cwt.  for  light  amber. 

Blood-root  (Sanguinaria)  is  cheaper  now  than  for  a  long  time 
past ;  6c.  will  buy  good-quality  root. 

C  olden-real  (Hydrastis). — Owing  to  slowness  of  delivery  the 
spot  market  is  higher,  and  dealers  are  asking  40c.  to  44c.  The 
supply  is,  however,  plentiful,  and  prices  may  be  expected  to  fall  in 
a  few  weeks. 

Mexican  Sarsaparilla  is  unsettled,  6|c.  to  7c.  being  the 
general  quotation. 

Serpentaria  is  in  fair  demand,  and  values  are  well  maintained, 
19c.  to  24c.  being  generally  asked.  Present  supplies  are  not  of 
very  good  quality. 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  very  firmly  held.  New  York  holders  ask 
23s.  per  cwt.  for  new  bark.  The  latest  reports  with  regard  to  the 
amount  of  the  new  crop  are  slightly  more  favourable. 

New  York,  Augmt  16. 

Cocoa  Butter. — In  sympathy  with  foreign  advices,  prices  have 
advanced  and  are  firmly  maintained,  34c.  to  35c.  being  asked  for 
bulk.    The  tendency  .is  still  upward. 

Buchu-leaves. — The  market  is  steadily  hardening,  and  quota- 
tions vary  from'|13c .  to  16c. 

Coca-leaves. — Advices  from  South  America  report  the  pro- 
bability of  a  short  crop,  and  the  market  is  firm.  Truxillo  are  held 
at  10c.  to  12c,  and  Huanoco  at  20c.  to  22c. 

Senna-leaves  are  in  fair  demand,  and  the  general  undertone  is 
steady.  For  Alexandrian,  12c.  to  15c.  is  asked  for  natural  leaves, 
and  18c.  to  20c.  for  sifted,  and  for  Tinnevelly  7c.  to  12c,  accord- 
ing to  quality. 

Damiana-leaves  are  tending  upward  ;  14c.  is  now  the  general 
quotation,  and  in  some  quarters  18c.  is  asked. 

Curacao  Aloes. — A  recent  arrival  of  40  cases  sold  for  2hc. 

Tragacanth. — High-grade  Aleppo  is  scarce,  and  juices  are 
tending  upwards  ;  for  fine  flake,  58c  to  66c  is  asked,  and  45c.  to 
55e.  for  seconds. 

Sassafras-bark. — Stocks  are  light,  and  the  market  is  firm  at 
6c.  to  65C- 

Golden-seal  (Hydrastis). — There  is  a  temporary  shortness 
in  the  spot-market,  and  prices  have  advanced  to  45c.  for  prime 
old  root.    New  spring-dug  root  is  offered  at  40c. 

Spermaceti  is  dull,  and  there  is  but  little  demand ;  26c.  is 
asked  for  bulk  and  28c.  for  cakes. 


Cablegrams. 

Hamburg,  August  25,  11.33  a.m.: — Refined  camphor  is 
selling  to-day  at  223m.  per  100  kilos.  Agar-agar  is  firmer,  at 
310m.  per  100  kilos.,  and  Japan  wax  is  dull  at  61Jm.  for  the 
same  quantity. 


New  York,  August  25,  2  40  p.m.  :—  The  produce-market 
here  continues  in  a  lifeless  condition,  partly  owing  to  the 
intense  heat.  There  is  no  change  to  report  in  opium  and 
quinine,  which  are,  if  anything,  easier.  Golden-seal  root 
(hydrastis)  is  cheaper  again ;  42o.  is  to-day's  price.  Buchu 
is  strong  at  13c.  per  lb. 

*  *  *  * 

Amstbedam,  August  25 : — The  tone  of  the  cinchona- 
auctions  to-day  was  quiet.  Of  the  7,503  packages  offered, 
5  658  sold  at  an  average  unit  for  the  manufacturing-bark  of 
4  06c.  per  £-kilo.,  against  4.20c.  paid  at  the  July  auctions. 
The  purchases  were  as  follows : — American  and  English 
manufacturers,  who  bought  the  equivalent  of  8  176  kilos.  ; 
the  Auerbach  factory,  0  kilos.  ;  the  Brucswick  factory, 
4  874  kilos.  ;  the  Amsterdam  and  Mannheim  works, 
7  038  kilos  ;  the  Frankfort- on-Maine  and  Stuttgart  works, 
3,424  kilos.;  and  general  buyers,  2  398  kilos.  The  prices 
paid  for  manufacturing-bark  ranged  from  6c.  to  37|c,  and 
for  druggists'  bark  from  9^0.  to  60j. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.:  August  25. 

Acid,  Caebolic— Unchanged,  at  6|<Z.  per  lb.  for  39°  to 
40°  C„  and  6$d.  for  34°  to  35°  C. ;  detached  crystals,  40°  C, 
8i. ;  crude  liquid,  10-per-cent.,  2s. ;  75-per-cent.,  2.s.  6/2.  per 
gallon. 

Acid,  Citeic. — English  manufacturers  are  firm  at  Is.  3d. 
per  lb.  for  crystals  ;  foreign  make  is  Is.  2hd.,  and  these  prices 
are  shaded  by  second-hand  holders. 

Alcohol. — Stocks  are  reported  to  be  light  in  Hamburg, 
and  the  market  is  likely  to  maintain  its  firm  position  until 
the  advent  of  the  new  potato-crop  in  October.  Japan  has 
again  been  a  buyer  on  this  market.  To-day's  price  is  9d. 
per  gal.,  c.i.f.,  in  bond,  for  druggists'  quality. 

Ambebgbis  — Fine  qualities  are  scarce ;  100  s.  to  105s. 
per  oz.  is  a*ked  for  pale,  down  to  85s.  for  brown. 

Aeeca-nuts. — Scarce.  No  offerings  have  been  made 
publicly  since  May,  when  15s.  to  15s.  6<2.  per  cwt.  was  paid. 

Aesenic. — Lower.  Best  white  powdered  English  is  quoted 
this  week  at  172.  per  ton  ex  ship. 

Balsam,  Canada. — Quiet,  at  Is.  to  Is.  Zii.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 
according  to  quality. 

Balsam,  Peeu.— For  good  "  worked  "  balsam  8s.  Hd.  per  lb. 
is  wanted,  but  little  business  is  passiDg  in  the  expectation  of 
further  arrivals. 

Balsam,  Tolu. — Lower,  in  consequence  of  large  arrivals 
in  New  York ;  10-lb.  tins,  in  cases,  are  quoted  at  Is.  6d.,  and 
50-lb.  tins  at  Is.  5d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b. 

Belladonna. — Good  foreign  root  is  rather  scarce  at  40s. 
per  cwt ,  c.i.f.,  but  35s.  will  buy  woody  and  chumpy. 

Blood-eoot. — The  last  business  put  through  here  was  at 
3d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Buchu. — There  have  been  several  inquiries  on  the  market, 
but  the  high  prices  asked  have  prevented  business. 

Camphor. — Steady  and  unchanged.  On  the  spot  95*. 
per  cwt.  has  been  paid  for  Japanese.  Chinese  is  quoted  by 
cable  at  85s.,  c.i.f.  The  exports  from  Canton  in  1897  were 
53,900  lbs.  (1.6402.),  against  44,270  lbs.  (1,6702.)  in  1896. 

Cant  h abides. — No  Chinese  is  offered  on  this  market. 
The  stock  in  Hong-Kong  on  July  23  was  20  piculs.  Russian 
flies  are  quiet  at  Is.  8^2.  per  lb. 

Cascaea  Sagrada. — Quiet,  but  firmer.  New  bark  is 
now  held  for  22s.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot,  and  four-year-old  at 
24s.  6^2. 

Cascarilla  still  keeps  dear,  40s.  per  cwt.  being  wanted 
for  lean  birk  and  business  done  at  that,  also  at  30s.  for 
siftings.  The  London  market  is  bare  of  bark,  but  there  has- 
been  an  arrival  at  Hamburg  of  21  packages  from  South 
America  this  week. 

Chamomiles. — New  crop  of  Belgian  has  come  to  hand 
this  week.  The  flowers  are  bold  and  of  good  colour,  but 
slightly  lack  in  flavour.  The  price  is  56s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 
The  growers  are  disposed  to  negotiate  together  for  a  rise,  as 
is  customary  with  them,  but  they  have  not  yet  come  to  any 
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arrangement.  There  is  not  much  of  last  season's  stock  in 
London. 

Coca-leaves. — Reports  from  Peru  indicate  that  the 
gatherers  have  left  for  the  mountains  to  escape  military 
service.  The  following  figures  represent  the  shipments  (in 
bales)  from  Java  from  July  1,  1897,  to  June  30,  1898  :— 

1897-98      1896-97      1835-93      1394-95  1893-94 
998  1,057         1,105  1,121  362 

The  Hamburg  arrivals  from  South  America  since  our  last 
report  amount,  to  231  packages. 


Cocaine. — Little  business  in  this  article,  although  some 
makers  have  firmer  views,  and  are  not  disposed  to  sell 
freely.  The  quotations  range  from  9s.  3d.  to  9s.  6(/.  per  oz. 
for  hydrochloride,  according  to  maker.  The  Atrato,  from 
Callao,  has  brought  12  cases  of  crude  cocaine,  which  may 
relieve  the  supposed  tension. 

Cream  op  Tartar  — This  week's  quotations  are  :  81s.  6d. 
per  cwt.  for  B  P.  in  powder,  76s.  for  95-per-cent.,  and  75s. 
for  ordinary. 

Cubebs. — Easier.  Small  sales  of  fair  grey  berries  have 
been  made  this  week  at  24s.  per  c<vt.  The  exports  of 
cubebs  from  Java  from  July  1  to  June  30  were  as  follows  : — ■ 

1897-93      1896-97      1395-93      1894-95  1893-94 
5,977  3,091  2,928  5,093  3,946 

Dragon's  blood. — No  business  has  been  done  since  the 
auctions.  The  parcel  of  ordinary  dull  lump,  for  which 
11.  lis.  6d.  was  bid  in  auction,  is  still  available  at  8/. 
per  cwt. 

Gentian.— Quiet,  at  17s.  67,  to  19s.  6i.,  c.i.f.,  for  good 
red  root  according  to  holder. 

Glycerin. — Since  our  last  report  the  principal  English 
makers  (including  Crosfield,  Lever,  Thomas,  and  Thom- 
Domeier)  have  combined,  and  advanced  the  prices  of  chemi- 
cally-pure s.g.  1  260  to  52/.  10s.  per  ton  for  10-ton  lots  in 
tins  and  cases,  and  54/.  to  55/.  for  less  than  ton  lots,  usual 
terms.  German  glycerin  of  the  same  quality  is  quoted  54/. 
to  55.'.,  according  to  quantity  (the  lower  price  for  contracts). 
All  makers  are  firm,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  higher 
rates  during  the  wiuter.  The  demand  and  the  prices  ob- 
tained for  crude  and  dyramite  glycerins  continue  so  good 
as  to  strengthen  the  future  position  of  the  re-distilled 
product. 

Golden-seal  Root. — Firmer,  but  still  obtainable  at  last 
week's  price. 

Gum  Tragacanth.— Quiet.  Full  prices  have  been  ob- 
tained for  what  few  lots  have  been  sold  lately,  although  there 
are  a  few  anxious  sellers.  Bagdad  firsts  are  quoted  at  13/. 
to  13/. 10s. ;  seconds,  111.  to  12.'.  10s. ;  and  thirds,  10/.  to 
10/.  10s.  per  cwt, 

Gums,  Varnish.— It  the  sales  to-day  7,092  packages  of 
various  gums  were  offered.  Of  these  only  Copal  and  Kauri 
sold  to  any  extent.  In  Kauri  especially  the  competition  was 
brisk,  and  prices  ranging  from  5/.  to  10/.  7s.  6(7.  were 
obtained  for  best  qualities.  The  limit  for  three-quarter 
scraped  was  5/.  5s.  Of  the  91  packages  of  animi  offered  75 
were  sold  at  prices  ranging  from  5/.  7s.  6(7.  to  13/.  10s. 
according  to  quality.  The  total  number  of  packages  sold 
was  1,601. 

Ipecacuanha. — A  fair  amount  of  business  has  been  done 
in  sound  Rio  root  during  the  week  at  9s.  per  lb. 

Jalap. — Slow  business  just  now.  For  unworked  Vera 
Cruz  5\d.  per  lb.  is  wanted. 

Liquorice-root. — Privately  there  is  no  business  to  report 
in  Persian.  The  arrivals  this  week  include  some  2,500  bales 
from  Bussorah. 

Manna. — The  new  crop  is  reported  from  Sicily  to  be 
rather  short,  and  buyers  iu  this  country  have  placed  their 
orders  before  the  prices  have  been  fixed.  Broken  manna  of 
last  season's  crop  is  obtainable  at  8(7.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

M  astic. — Supplies  of  good  pale  tear  are  almost  exhausted, 
and  Is.  llrf.  per  lb.  is  asked  for  the  little  that  is  available. 

Menthol. — Dearer.  On  the  spot  7s.  per  lb  has  been  paid. 
There  are  buyers  at  6s.  6(7.,  c.i.f.,  to  arrive,  but  no  sellers  at 
less  than  6s.  10^d. 


Morphia  is  very  firm,  at  4s.  lid.  to  5s.  per  oz.  for  the 
hydrochloride  in  powder  in  contract  lots. 

Oil,  Bhrgamot. — Advices  to  hand  this  week  quote  9s. 
per  lb,  c.i.f.,  for  new  crop.  Old  oil  is  very  firm  also  at 
this  figure. 

Oil,  Cajuput. — A  few  cases  containing  21  20-oz.  bottles 
have  sold  at  3s.  Ihi.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Cassia. — In  better  demand,  and  a  fair  business  has 
been  done  on  the  spot  a*"  5s.  6'7.  per  lb.  for  80  to  85  per  cent, 
oil,  and  at  5s.  for  70  to  75  per  cent. 

Oil,  Castor. — Quiet,  though  with  a  firmer  tendency. 
French  of  first  pressing  is  28s.  p3r  cwt.  on  the  spot,  and  it 
is  difficult  to  contract  for  forward  delivery.  Medicinal 
Italiin  has  been  sold  this  week  at  4}(£.  per  lb.  Belgian  is  firm  ; 
first  pressing  is  quoted  at  27s.  6  L  to  29;.  oq  the  spot ;  second 
pressing,  Augustshipmant,  25?.  6  /  .  ex  wharf,  spot27s.  Oil  of 
British  manufacture  is  quiet,  at  23s.  per  cwt.  in  barrels  for 
first  pressing,  and  27s.  for  second  pressing,  f.o.r.  or  f.o.b. 
steamer  Hull. 

Oil,  Cinnamon.  —  The  shipments  from  Ceylon  from. 
January  1  to  July  26  were  58.17o  oz.,  against  73,333  in  1897, 
67,331  in  1896,  and  21,089  in  1895. 

Oil.  Citronella. — -Quiet,  at  Is.  l\d.  par  lb  ,  on  the  spot, 
in  tins,  and  1?  Id.  in  drums.  The  total  exports  from 
Colombo  and  Galle  from  January  1  to  August  2,  1893, 
were  710.100  lbs  ;  1397,  634,149  lbs. ;  1893,  633,537  lbs.  ; 
and  1895,  554,318  lbs. 

Oil.  Cod-liver — Well-known  brands  are  obtainable  at 
80s.  to  82s.  6/.  par  barrel,  c  i.f  ,  but  there  is  no  business  to* 
report. 

Bergen,  August  23.— Market  dull  and  unchanged,  at  81s.  per 
barrel,  f.o.b.  terms.  The  exports  from  Bergen  up  to  date  have 
been  4,998  barrels,  against  5,532  barrels  at  the  same  time  of  last 
year. 

Oil,  Lavender — The  English  crop3  have  turned  out 
highly  satisfactory,  and  the  distillation  now  going  on  is 
yielding  a  good  quality  of  oil.  The  supply  is  also  large, 
and  as  a  result  the  price  has  fallen  to  45s.  per  lb.  The  reports 
from  the  South  of  France  are  not  yet  of  a  conclusive  nature, 
but  they  incline  to  shortage.  Oil  of  spike  lavender  has  been 
so  scarce  in  England  recently  that  most  of  the  large  con- 
sumers hive  ordered  new  crop  in  advance,  and  after  their 
wants  have  been  met  a  rise  may  take  place. 

Oil,  Lemon. — New  oil  is  quoted  at  3s.  67.  par  lb.,  c.i.f., 
but  we  hear  of  no  sales  at  that. 

Oil,  Lemongeass. — Easier,  at  3\d.  par  oz.  on  the  spot, 
which  figure  has  been  paid  thi3  week. 

Oil,  Olive. — Steady,  at  4?.  6(7.  to  5?  67.  par  gallon  for 
Lucca  oil,  according  to  quality.  Reports  from  Italy  intimate 
that  the  growing  crop  continues  satisfactory,  though  it  is 
yet  too  soon  to  consider  it  as  secured.  The  same  remarks 
also  apply  to  the  crops  in  the  Levant  and  Sicily. 

Oil,  Orange. — New  crop  is  obtainable  at  5s.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Oil,  Peppeemint. — In  spite  of  the  recently  talked-of  firm- 
ness in  HGH,  it  does  not  appaar  that  any  sales  have  been 
made  at  5s.  lyi.  per  lb.,  and  5>\  6d.  will  still  buy.  It  is 
said  that  most  consumers  hold  large  stocks.  Japanese 
dementholised  oil  has  been  advanced  to  3s.  3d.  per  lb.  on 
the  spot,  at  which  figure  a  fair  business  has  been  done  this 
week  ;  but  3s.  5d.  par  lb.,  c  i.f.,  is  now  asked,  and  for  arrival 
3s.  9(7.,  c.i.f.  The  40-per-cent.  oil  is  steady,  at  5s.  on  the 
spot,  or  4s.  9d.  c.i.f.  There  are  no  forward  sellers  of 
Japanese  oils.  Distillation  of  Mitcbam  oil  is  now  proceed- 
ing, but  owing  to  short  acreage  of  planting  the  yield  is 
below  the  average,  and  25-;.  to  30s.  per  lb.  is  wanted  for 
black  mint  oil,  and  55s.  to  60s.  for  white,  of  which  there  is 
little. 

Oil,  Star- anise  has  been  in  better  inquiry  this  week,  at 
7s.  1|(7.  per  lb.  on  the  spot.  The  business  done  includes 
June-August  delivery,  at  6s.  9(7.,  c.i.f.,  and  there  are  further 
sellers  at  this  price. 

Opium. — Quiet,  but  firm,  at  previous  quotations — viz.,  12s. 
for  fine  Persian  on  the  spot.  For  arrival  small  transactions 
are  reported  at  lis.  6(7.  forward.  Soft-shipping  is  quoted  at  13a 
per  lb.  for  fine,  at  which  figure  a  few  sales  have  been  made. 
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Constantinople,  August  13. — The  past  week  has  been  one  of 
comparative  quietness,  the  only  transactions  to  report  being  sales 
of  24  cases  Karahissar  at  the  parity  of  10s.  5</.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.,  and 
new-crop  druggists'  at  10s.  The  market  is  quiet,  but  firm.  The 
stocks  of  all  grades  are  about  500  cases,  which  includes  about 
100  cases  of  old  crop.  August  19. — The  market  has  been  much 
quieter,  but  holders  are  not  disposed  to  accept  any  decline  on 
last  prices.  Karahissar  is  held  to-day  at  lis.  id.  per  lb.,  London 
landed  terms;  and  new  Zilles  and  Hadjikeuy,  containing  20  per 
.cent,  seconds,  at  13s.  6il.  to  13s.  9r/ ,  London  landed  terms. 

Smyrna,  August  12. — The  opium-market  is  unchanged,  but 
firm.  The  sales  for  the  week  amount  to  68  cases,  including  15 
new  current  at  the  parity  of  10s.  4</.  to  10s.  Id.  per  lb.,  c.i.f., 
European  ports  ;  34  old  Karahissar,  at  10s.  8d.  and  10s.  9</.  ;  and 
18  cases  for  the  Dutch  Indies,  at  10s.  lid. — all  for  exportation. 
The  market  closes  firm,  the  arrivals  from  the  beginning  of  the 
season  up  to  date  being  550  cases,  against  910  at  the  corresponding 
period  of  last  year. 

PHENAZONE. — Business  is  doing  at  9s.  per  lb.,  but  there 
are  now  offers  at  8s.  Qd.  There  is  "nothing  in  it"  at  these 
low  prices,  it  is  believed,  and  how  long  they  will  last  not 
even  the  sellers  know. 

Podophyllum. — Resin,  American  make,  answering  B.P. 
requirement  as  to  solubility,  is  offered  at  lis.  per  lb.,  c.i.f., 
in  quantity,  and  93  to  95  per  cent.,  soluble,  at  10s.  per  lb., 
c.i.f.    Autumn  root  is  21s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Quinine  Flat,  at  9hd.  per  oz.  for  old  and  9^d.  per  oz.  for 

recent  sulphate  in  second  hands,  and  lOd.  per  oz.  from 
Ahe  German  makers.  It  is  reported  that  the  Auerbach 
factory  have  ceased  to  make  quinine,  but  our  inquiries 
show  this  to  be  erroneous,  the  facts  being  that  Dr.  Seyferth 
has  retired  owing  to  feeble  health,  and  the  Deutsche  Gold- 
und  Silber-Scheide  Anstalt  have  taken  over  the  business,  and 
will  continue  to  supply  Auerbach  quinine.  The  exports  of 
quinine  from  Java  during  June  were  100  cases,  all  of 
which  were  shipped  to  London.  From  July  1,  1897,  to 
June  30,  1893,  the  total  was  458  cases. 

Saffron. — For  the  finest  Valencia  42s.  6d.  per  lb.  is  now 
wanted. 

Salicin. — Firm,  at  10s.  per  lb.  in  wholesale  quantities. 

Saesapakilla. — Small  sales  of  Lima-Jamaica  are  reported 
at  Is.  2d  per  lb. 

Scammonium  — Quiet,  with  small  supplies.  Virgin  "  firsts" 
are  quoted  at  25s.  to  30s  ,  and  seconds  at  18s  to  21s.  per  lb., 
nominally.  A  parcel  ha?  arrived  this  week  which  comes  to 
a  rather  bare  market.  Small  sales  of  scammony-root  have 
been  made  at  27s.  Qd.  to  23s.  per  cwt. 

Seeds  have  been  very  quiet,  with  the  exception  of  Canary 
which  has  b?en  in  good  demand,  especially  for  the  medium 
qualities  ;  fair  sales  of  Morocco  have  taken  place  at  26s.  6d. 
to  27s.  6^.  per  qr,  for  Larache ;  at  28s.  6d.  up  to  30s.  for 
Mazigan,  and  at  32s.  for  Tangier.  There  are  sellers  of 
Turkish  at  27s.  Qd.  Morocco  Coriander  has  sold  at  6s.  for 
common.  Dutch  Caraways  are  inquired  for,  with  sales  at 
'21s.  6d.  to  22s.  per  cwt.,  for  average  quality  of  new  crop. 

Senna. — Only  a  small  business  has  been  done  this  week, 
transactions  inaluding  low  spotty  Tinnevelly  leaf  at  l^d. 
per  lb.  Fine  qualities  of  Alexandrian  leaf  still  remain  scarce, 
'but  the  lower  grades  are  slow  of  sale. 

Shellac. — There  has  been  practically  nothing  doing 
since  our  last  report,  and  the  price  of  TN  oranee  is  un- 
changed at  63s.  6*/.  nominally,  and  AC  garnet  at  66s.  to  67s. 
At  the  auctions  on  Tuesday  only  426  cases  offered,  of  which 
about  100  sold  at  the  following  prices  : — Second  orange, 
ordinary  flat  red,  61s.  ;  low  flint  block  Rangoon,  50s.  to  53s. ; 
button,  good  genuine  bright,  88s.  to  92s.  ;  and  garnet  at  51s. 
to  53s.  for  hard  Rangoon  block. 

SPICES. — A  steady  demand  for  Cochin  Ginger  continued 
during  the  week,  and,  as  we  prognosticated  in  our  last, 
higher  prices  have  been  paid.  At  auction  on  Wednesday 
fair  washed  rough  sold  at  25s.  per  cwt.,  and  good  at  26s , 
buing  4s.  dearer  on  the  week.  Calicut  rough  sold  at  23s.  to 
24s.  Qd  per  cwt.  for  ordinary  to  boldish,  and  at  4 Is.  for  bold 
selected  ;  medium  and  small  na'ive  cut  brought  43;.  Qd.  par 
o«t,  and  42>\  Qd  for  mouldy.  Jamaica  partly  sold  at 
steady  rates  to  rather  dearer ;  dull  ordinary  to  middling 
washed,  72s.  6^.  to  8Ls.  per  cwt.,  and  good  at  90s.  per  cwt. 
Japan  bought  in  at  2Ds.  per  cwt.  Zinzibar  Cloves  are 
lower ;  less  business  has  been  done  and  prices  have  givrn 


way.  August-October  delivery  sold  at  4;V/-  per  lb.,  spot 
at  4—^.,  and  October- December  at  4i^.,  and  new  crop  for 
shipment  at  °t\d.,  c  i.f.  Continent.  Pimento  steady  ;  pait  sold 
at  4 \d.  to  <X^d.  per  lb.  for  ordinary  and  at  5d.  for  fair.  Nut- 
megs and  Mace,  unchanged.  Cassia  lignea.  firm  ;  old  import 
sold  at  54s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  The  exports  from  Canton  in  1897 
were  363,700  lbs.  (4  200/),  as  against  444,400  lbs.  (5  570/.) 
in  1896.  Pep2?er  slightly  easier  for  black,  but  cheaper  for 
white.  The  black  pepper  in  sale  was  bought,  in,  but  privately 
there  are  sellers  on  the  spot  at  4}|W.  per  lb.  for  Singapore, 
and  to  arrive  at  5^.  for  September-November  steamer. 
Singapore  white  sold  at  %\d.  to  \0\d.  per  lb  for  good  to 
fine,  and  at  Q\d.  for  fair  to  arrive.  Penang  white  is 
cheaper,  at  7^|<#.  per  lb.  for  October-December  shipment. 
Rio  Tajrioca  bought  in  at  5kd.  per  lb. 

Squills. — Quiet,  and  no  business  to  report.  An  arrival  of 
40  bales  has  come  to  hand  this  week.  From  i\d.  to  3hd.  is 
asked  for  good  dry. 

Steophanthus. — Green  Kombe  seed  is  firm,  at  3s.  3d. 
per  lb.,  and  brown  at  lOd.  to  Is.  on  the  spot. 

Sulphue— Steady  at  6/.  5s.  to  6/.  7s.  Qd.  for  foreign 
flowers  on  the  spot,  and  roll  at  6/.  5s.  One  agent  this  week 
quotes  Sicilian  flowers  at  110s  ,  c  i.f  ,  in  bags,  and  105s.  to 
107s.  in  casks. 

Wax,  Bees'. — Jamaica,  of  good  colour,  has  been  sold 
since  the  drug-auctions  at  6/.  12s.  Qd.  The  exports  of 
beeswax  from  Angora  during  1897  were  56  500  lbs  .  valued 
at  3.000Z.,  against  63,810  lbs  ,  valued  at  3,405/.,  in  1896. 

Wax,  Japan. — Good  pale  squares  have  been  sold  this 
week  at  31s.  Qd.  to  32s.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot,  which  in- 
indicates  a  lower  market. 


2>eet)s  of  arrangement. 


Rhodes,  John  Mitchell,  New-lands  Park,  Sydenham,  chemist.  Trustee, 
George  E.  Teale,  147  Aldersgate  Street,  City,  chartered  accountant. 
Dated,  August  12 ;  filed,  August  17.  Secured  creditors,  900/. ; 
liabilities  unsecured,  6247.  4.«.  4>/.  ;  estimated  net  assets,  600/.  The 
following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 

£   t.  d. 

Addison,  G.,  London   203   0  0 

Burgess,  Cosens  &  Co.,  Loudon  13   0  0 

Cosens,  Mrs.  M.,  London..       ..       ..       ..       ..    19   0  0 

Cox,  B.,  London  1C6   0  0 

Green,  0.  0.,  London    83   0  0 

Hearon,  Squire  &  Francis,  London     ..       ..       ..    45   0  0 

Idris  &  Co.  (Limited),  London   40   0  0 

Meggeson  &  Co.,  London  £0   0  0 

Whitley,  Francis  George  Herbert,  The  Medical  institute,  Lady 


Me.  Powell's  Will  — The  will  of  Mr.  William  Powell,  of 
Thomas  Powell  (Limited),  patent-medicine  manufacturer, 
and  proprietor  of  Powell's  balsam  of  aniseed,  who  died  on 
May  3,  has  been  proved  by  his  son,  Mr.  Frederick  William 
Powell,  his  brother,  Mr.  George  Powell,  and  Mr.  Charles  H. 
Barstow,  1  Albion  Place,  Blackfriars.  The  testator's  estate 
is  sworn  at  33,222/.  3s ,  of  which  19,961/.  16s.  Id.  is  net 
persoralty. 


Lane,  Norwich,  surgeou  and  apothecary,  and  Kate  Whitley,  his 
wife,  both  residing  at  68  Bethel  Street,  Norwich.  Trustee,  William  S. 
Itackham,  Norwich,  solicitor.  Dated,  August  18  ;  filed,  August  22. 
Preferential  creditors,  6/. ;  liabilities  unsecured,  303/.  13s.  6d. ; 
estimated  net  assets,  144/.  Assignment  upon  trust  with  a  view  to  the 
payment  of  debts  in  full.  Covenant  by  the  said  F.  G.  H.  Whitley  to 
pay  the  trustee  5/.  monthly  until  sufficient  has  been  received,  with  the 
proceeds  of  realisation,  to  discharge  same.  The  following  are  scheduled 


as  creditors  :— 

£  s.  d. 

Campling,  S.,  Norwich   55  0  0 

Chamberlin  &  Smith,  Norwich   12  0  0 

Chamberlin,  Sons  &  Co.,  Norwich    49  0  0 

Fiddy,  — ,  Norwich    22  0  0 

Jarrold  &  Sons,  Norwich   10  0  0 

Kett  &  Son,  Norwich   17  0  0 

Taylor,  — ,  Norwich    12  0  0 

Willis,  J.,  Norwich    50  0  0 

Bankers'  claims     . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  33  0  0 


